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INTRODUCTION. 


Although the following Chronicle bears 
the name of the venerable Fray Antonio 
Agapida, it is ratb^r a superstructure reared 
upon the fragments which remain of his 
work. It may be asked, Who is this same 
Agapida, who is cited with such deference, 
yet whose name is not to be found in any 
of the catalogues of Spg.nish authoi*s ? The 
question is hard to answer: he appears to 
have been one •of the many indefalfigable 
authors of Spain, who have filled the libra¬ 
ries of convents and cathedrals with their 
tomes, without ever dreaming of bringing 
their labors to the press. He evidently was 
deeply and accurately informed of the par¬ 
ticulars of the wars*between his countrymen 
and the Moors—a tract of history but too 
much owrgrown with the weeds of fable. 
Hift glowing zeal, also, in the cause of the 
Catholic faith, entitle^s him to be held up as 
a ipodel #f the good old orthodox chroni- 
H^lers, who recorded with such pi^us exulta- 
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tion the united triumphs of the cross and 
the sword. It is deeply to be regretfed, 
therefore, that his manuscripts, deposited in 
the libraries of various convents, have been 

C * 

dispersed'during the late convulsions in 
Spain, so that nothing is now to be met 
of them but disjointed fragments. These, 
however, are too precious to be suffered 
to fall into oblivion»,9<f^hey contain many 
curious facts, not to be found in any other 
historian. In the following work, therefore, 
the manuscript of the worthy Fray Antonio 
will be adopted, wherever it exists entire; 
but will be filled extended, illustrated, 
and corroborated, by citations from various 
authors, both Spanish and Arabian, who 
have treated of the subject. Those who 
may wish to know how far the work is in¬ 
debted to the chronicle of Fray Antonio 
Agapida, may readily satisfy their curiosity 
by referring to his manuscript fragments, 
which are carefully preserved in the library 
of the Escurial. 

Before entering upon the history, it may 
be as vinm to notice the opinions of cer^h^. 
of the most learned aifd devout historiogra¬ 
phers of fprmer times, relative to this tVar., 
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Marinus Siculus, historian to Charles V., 
pronounces it a war to avenge the ancient 
injuries received by the Christians from the 
Moors, to recover the kingdom of Granada, 
and to extend the name and hofior of the 
Christian religion.** . 

Estevan de Garibay, one of the most 
distinguished among the Spanish historians, 
regards the war as^ special act of divine 
clemency towards the Moors; to the end 
that those barbarians and infidels, who had 
dragged out so many centuries under the 
diabolical oppression of the absurd sect of 
Mahomet, should at -lebgth be reduced to 
the Christian faith.t » 

Padre ^Mariana, Also, a venerable Jesuit, 
and the most renowned historian ^of Spain, 
considers the past domination of the MoOrs 
as a scourge inflicted on the Spanish na¬ 
tion, for its iniquities; but the triumphant 
war with Granada,*as the reward of Heaven 
for its great act of propitiation in establish¬ 
ing the glorious tribunal of the Inquisition!. 

t 

. *' • * 
* Lucio Marino Siculo, Cosas Memorabiles de Espaiia, 

Ub. 20. 

f Garibay, Compen^ Hist. Espafia, lib. 1^. c. 22. 
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' sooner (says the vrorthy father) was this 
holy office opened in Spain, than there in¬ 
stantly shone forth a resplendent light. Then 
it was, that, through divine favor, the nation 
increased in power, and b^>caine competent 
to overthrow and trample down the Moor¬ 
ish domination.* 

Having thus cited high and venerable 
authority for considej|;|£g this war in the 
light of one of those pious enterprises de¬ 
nominated crusades, we trust we have said 
enough to engage the Christian reader to 
follow us into the field, and to stand by us 
to the very issue of the encounter. 

* Mariana, Hist. Espafia, lib. S5. c. 




CHAPTER I. 

Of the Kingdom tf Grah^'^'t, and the tribute which it 

paid to the Castilian crown. 

The history of those bloody and disastrous wars, 
which have caused the downfall of mighty empires, 
(observes Fray Antonio Aga[)ida,) has ever been con¬ 
sidered a study highly delectable, and full of pre- 
^ ious edification. What then must be the hii^ory ol‘ 
:i {)ious crusade, waged by (he most Catholic of so\- 
t'l-oigns, to rescue from the power of the Infidels one 
of the most beautiful but benighted regions of the 
globe? Tjisten then, ^^hile, from the solitude of my 
• ell, I relate the events of the conquest of Granada, 
where Christian knight and lurbaned Infidel *dih- 
puted, inch by inch, thd^air land of Andalusia, until 
the crescent, that symbol of heathenish abomination, 
was cast down, and the blessed cross, the tree of our 
redemption, erected in its sj:ead. 

Nearly eight hundred years \vere past and gone, 
^ince the Arabian invaders had scaled the perdition 
of Spain, by*the defeat of Don Roderick, the last 
of her Gothic kings.* Since that disastrous event, 
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of the plain. Indeed, they had wrought up this 
happy region to a degree of wonderful prosperitj, 
and took a pride in decorating it, as if it h*ad been a 
favorite mistress. The hills were clothed with Or¬ 
chards aad vineyards, the vallv'ys embroidered with 
gardens, and the wdde plains covered witli waving 
grain. Here were seen in profusion the orange, the 
citron, the fig, and pomegranate, with great planta¬ 
tions of mulberry trees, from which was produced 
the finest of silk. The vine .clambered from tree to 
tree; the grapes hung in rich clusters about the 
peasant’s cottage, and the groves were rejoiced by 
the perpetual song of the nightingale. In a word, 
so beautiful was the earth, so pure the air, and so 
serene the sky, of this delicious region, that the 
Moors imagined the paradise of their Prophet to be 
situatc<i in that part of the heaven which overhung 
the kingdom of Granada.’^ ' ' 

This rich and populous territory had been left in 
quiet possession of the Infidels, on condition of an 
annual tribute to the sovereign of Castile and Leon, 
of two thousand dqblas.or pistoles of gold, and six¬ 
teen hundred Christian captives; or, in default of 
captives, an equal number of Moors to be surren¬ 
dered as slaves; all to be delivered in the cit} of 

Cordova*t 

At the era at which this chronicle commences, 
Ferdinand and Isabella, of glorious and happy memo¬ 
ry, reigned over the united kingdoms of Castile, 

* Juan Bolero Bencs. Rolaciones Universales hel MunJo. 

t Garibay. ^ompend. lib. 4. o. 2;^. < 
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» 

Leon, and Arragon ; and Muley Ahcii Hassan sat oA 
Ihe throiKJ of Granada. This Miiley Abcn Hassaii 
had succeeded to his father Jsmael in 14G.5, while 
Henry IV., brother and immediate predecessor of 
(piecn Isabella, wag king of Castile ancl Leon. He 
was of the illustrious* lineage of Molymimed Aben 
Alaman, the first Moorish king of Granada, and was 
the most potent of his line. He had in fact ju’g- 
inentcd in power, in consequence of tlic fall of otlicr 
Moorish kingdoms, which had been conquered b} 
the Christians. Many cities and strong place^ of 
those kingdoms, which lay roniigucus to (iranada. 
had refused to submit to Chri'^tian va«^alage, and had 


sheltered themselves under the pro: "ction of Mule) 
Abcn TIassan. His territories had thus increa'^ed in 
wealth, extent, and population, beyond all,^ forme r 
example, aiid conteined fourl<*en cities and nine!)- 
seven fortified towns, besides luiinerou^ iinvralh*' 
towns and villages, defended bv formidable cattles. 
The spirit of Muley ^\bcn Ha>sau swelled Vvitli Ids 


possessions. 

The tribute of money and captives had J^eeu 
regularly paid by his^ father Jsmael; and Mu]<'> 
Aben Hassan had, on ^nc occasion, attendeil per¬ 
sonally in Cordova, at the payment. He had wit¬ 
nessed th# taunts and sneers of (he haughty Ca=!- 
tilians; and so indignant was tlic proud son of Afric 

at what he considereS a degradation of liis race, that 

• ^ 

his blood b(^iled whenever he recollected the humil¬ 
iating scene. • ^ 
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^ When he came to the throne, he ceased all pay- 

4 

ment of the tribute; and it was suAicient to put him 
in a transport of rage, only to mention it. He 
was a fierce and warlike Infidel,” says the Catholic 
Fray Antonio Agapida; “his bitternesi' against the 
holy Christian faith iiad been signalized in battle, 
during the life-time of his father; and the same dia¬ 
bolical spirit of hostility was apparent in liis ceasing 
to pay this most righteous tribute.” 
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CHAPTER II. 


V 

Horn the Catholic Sovereigns sent to demahd arrears 
tribute of the Moorf and how the Moor replied. 



In the year 1478, a Spanish courtier, of powerfnf 
frame and haughty demeanor, arrived at the gate* 
of Granada, as ambassador from the Catholic mon- 
archs, to demand the arrear of tribute. His name 
was Don Juan de Vera, a zealous and devout knight., 
full of ardor for the faith, and loyalty for the crown, 
lie was gallantly mounted, armed ar all points, and 
followed by a moderate but well-appointed retinue. 

The Moorish inhabitants looked jealously at thiri 
small but proud array of Spanish chivalrj', as it 
paraded, with that stateliness possessed only b\ 
Spanish cavaliers, through the renowned gate of 
Elvira. They were struck with the stern and loft) 
demeanor of Don Jifan de Vera, and his sinewy 
frame, which showed him formed for hardy deeds 
of arms; and they supposed he had come in schrch 
of distinction, by defyin^^the Moorish knights in open 
tourney, or in the famous tilt with reeds, for whicii 
they were so renowned: for it was still the custom 
of the knights of either nation to mingle in these 
courteous and chival/ous contests, during the inter¬ 
vals of war. When they learnt, however, that he 
was come to demand the tribute so abhorrent to the 
cars of the fiery mon^irch, they observ^eA that it well 
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required a warrior of his apparent nerve, to execute 
such an embassy. 

Muley Aben Hassan received the cavafier in hlate, 
seated on* a magnificent divan, and ‘surrounded h} 
the officers of his court, in the hall of ambassador:', 
one of the most sumptuous apartments of the Alham¬ 
bra. When Dc Vera had delivered his message, a 
liaughty and bitter smile curled the lip of the lierc<‘ 
monarch. ‘‘ Tell your sovereigns,*’ said he, “ tha( 
the kings of Granada, who used to pay tribute in 
money to the Castilian crown, arc dead. Our mini 
at present coins nothing but blades of scimitars and 
heads of lances.”* 

The defiance couched in this proud repi}', was 
heard with stern and lofty courtesy by Don Juan dc 
Vera, Ipr he was a bold soldier, and a devout hater 
of the Infidels; and he saw iron War in the words of 
tlie Moorish monarch. He retired from the audience 
chamber with stately and ceremonious gravity, being 
master of all points of etiquetta. As he passed through 
the Court of Lions, and paused to regard its cele¬ 
brated fountain, he fell into a discourse with the 
Moorish courtiers on certain •mysteries of the Chris¬ 
tian faith. I’he arguments advanced by those Infidclh 
(says Fray Antonio Agapida) awakened the pious 
indignation of this most Christian knight afid discrccl 
ambassador; but still he restrained himself within the 
limits of lofty gravity, leanmg on the pommel of his 


^ Garibay. (Sompend. lib. 40. c. 99 Con^e. Hist, de los 
^ Arabes, p. 4. c. 34. 
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bword, and' looking down witli ineffable scorn upon 
the weak casuists around him. The quick and subtle 
Arabian witlings redoubled their light attacks upon 
this stately Spaniard, and thought they had com¬ 
pletely foiled him in the contest; but the stern Juan 
de Vera had an argument in reserve, for which the> 
were but little prepared; for, on one of^hem, of the 
race of the Abcncerrages, daring to question, with ;» 
sneer, the immaculate conception of the blessed 
\irgin, the Catholic knight could no longer restrain 
his ire. Raising his voice of a sudden, he told the 
Infidel he lied; and, raising his arm at the same time, 
he smote him on the head with his sheathed sword . 

In an instant the Court of Lions glistened with the 
flash of arms, and its fountains would have been dyed 
with blood, had not Muley Aben Hassan overheard 
the tumult, and forbade all appeal to arms, prcnounc* 
ing the person of the ambassador sacred while within 
his territories. The Abencerrage treasured up the 
remembrance of the insult until an hour of vengeance 
should arrive, and the ambassador prayed our blessed 
lady to grant him an opportunity of proving her im¬ 
maculate conception on the head of this turbaned 
Infidel. 

Notwithstanding this 'occurrence, Don Juan dc' 
Vera was treated with great distinction by Muley 

* , . . . . ■ -i.- -y- 

* The Curate of Los Palacios also records this anecdote, but 
i.ieiitions it as happening on a subsequent occasion, when Don 
Juan do Vera was sent to negotirte for certain Christian captives. 

^ There appears every reason, however, to consider Fray Antonir» 
A'jrapida most coitecl in the period to which ho refers it, 
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Abcn Hassan; but nothing could make him unbend 
from his stern and stately reserve. Before his de- 
parlurc, a scimitar was sent to liim by the king; the 
blade of the finest Damascus steel, the hill of agfitc 
enriched wi^h precious stoncs^and ihc guard of gold. 
Dc Vera drew it, and smiled grimly as he noticed 
the admirable temper of the blade. “ His majesty 
has given me a trenchant weapon,” said he: “ 1 tnisf 
a time will come when 1 may show him that I know 
liow to use his royal present.” The reply was con¬ 
sidered as a compliment, of course; the bystander^ 
little knew the bitter hostility that lay couched be- 

V 

neath. 


Don Juan dc Vera and his companions, during 
their brief sojourn at Granada, learned the force and 
situation of the Moor, with the eyes of practised war¬ 
riors. «They saw that he was well prepared for hos¬ 
tilities. His walls and towers w%rc of ^ast strength, 

in complete repair, and mounted with lombards and 
other heavy, ordnance. His magazines were well 
stored with all the munitions df war: he had a mighty 
host of foot-soldiers, together with squadrons of cav¬ 
alry, ready to scour the country and carry on cither 


defensive or predatory warfate. The Christian war¬ 
riors noted these things wiAout dismay; their hearts 
rather glowed with emulation, at the thoughts of cn-^ 
countering so worthy a foe. As they sloT^ly pranced 


through the streets of Granada, on their departure, 


thfigr looked round with ^eagerness on its stately 


palaces, and sumptuous mosques; on i^s alcayceria * 
or bazar, erbwded with sill^ and clotlt of silver and 
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gold, with jewels and precious stones, and other rich 
merchandise, the luxuries of every clime; and lliey 
longed for the time when all this wealth should be 
the spoil of the soldiers of the faith, and when each 
tramp of their steeds might be fetlock 'deep in the 
blood and carnage of^ the Infidels. 

Don Juan dc Vera and his little bahd pursued 
their way slowly through the country, to the Christian 
frontier. Every town was strongly fortified. The 
vega was studded with towers of refuge for the 
peasantry! every pass of the mountain had its castle 
of defence, every lofty height its watch-tower. As 
the Christian cavaliers passed under the walls of 
the fortresses, lances and scimitars flf:died from their 
battlements, and the turbaned sentinels seemed to 
dart from their dark eyes glances of hatred and de¬ 
fiance. It was evident that a war with this kingdom 
must be one <Jf doughty peril and valiant enterprise; 
.1 war of posts, where every step must be gained by 
toil and bloodshed, and maintained with the utmost 
dilliculty. The warriorbpirit of the cavaliers kindled 
at the thoughts, and they were impatient for hostili¬ 
ties; “not,” says Antonio Agapida, “from any thirst 
for rapine and revenge, but from that pure and holy 
indignation which every Spanish knight entertained 
ilt beholding this beautiful dominion of his ancestors 
defiled by tfie footsteps of Infidel usurpers. It was 
impossible,” he adds, “ to contemplate this delicious 
country, and not long to »ee it restored to the do 
•minion of tho true faith, and the sway of the Chris- 
tian monarchs. '* 
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When Don Juan de Vera returned to the Castilian 
court, and reported the particulars of l\is mission, 
and all that he had heard and seen in«the Moorish 
territories, he was highly honored and rewarded by 
king Ferdinand; and the zeal he had shown in vin¬ 
dication of the sinless conceptidn of the blessed vir¬ 
gin, was not only applauded by that most Catholic 
of sovereigns, but gained him great favor and renown 
among all pious cavaliers and reverend prelates. 
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CHAPTER III. 

How the Moor determined to strike the first blow in tfic war, 

§ 

The dciianco thus hurled at the Castilian sove¬ 
reigns by the fiery Moorish king, would at once have 
been answered by the thunder of their artillery; but 
they were embroiled, at that time, in a war witli 
Portugal, and in contests with their own factious 
nobles. The truce, therefore, which had existed for 
many years between the nations, was suflered to con¬ 
tinue; the wary Ferdinand reserving the refusal to 
pay tribute as a fair ground for war, whenever the 
favorable moment to wage it should arrive. 

In the course of three years, the war with IV>rtugal 
was terminsrted, and the factions of the Spanish nobles 
were, for the most part, quelled. The Castilian sovc- 
leigiis now turned their thoughts to what, from the 
time of the union of th^ir crowns, had been the great 
object of their ambition,—the conquest of Granada, 
and the complete extirpation of the Moslem pqwer 
from Spain. Fcrdinan<l, whose pious zeal was quick¬ 
ened by motives of teiilJ)ofal policy, looked with a 
graving eye at the rich territory of the Moor, studded 
with innumerable towns and cities. He determined 
to carry on the war with cautious and perseverinj^ 
patience, taking town after town and fortress after 
fortress, and^radually plucking away all the supports, 
before he attempted the Moorish capital. “1 will 

VoL. 1. . C ^ 4 
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pick out the seeds, one by one, of this pomegranate,’' 
said the wary Ferdinand."^ 

MuJey Aben Hassan was aware of the* hostile in¬ 
tentions of the Catholic monarch, but fdlt confident 
in his means of resisting them. He had amassed great 
wealth, during a tranquil reign; he had strengthened 
the defence^ of his kingdomr, and had drawn large 
bodies of auxiliary troops from Barbary, besides 
making arrangements with the African princes to 
assist him with supplies, in case of cmeigency. His 
subjects were fierce of spirit, stout of heart, and 
valiant of hand. Inured to the exercises of war, they 
could fight skilfully on foot, but, above all, were 
dexterous horsemen, whether heavily armed and 
fully appointed, or lightly mounted a la geneta^ with 
simply lance and target. They were patient of 
fatigue, hunger, thirst, and nakedness; prompt for 
war, at the first summons of their king, ^nd tenacious 
in defence of their towns and possessions. 

Thus amply provided for war, Mulcy Aben Hassan 
determined to be beforehand with the politic Ferdi¬ 
nand, and to be the first to strike a blow. In the 
truce which existed between them, there was a sin¬ 
gular clause, permitting either party to make sudden 
inroads and assaults upon ^owns and fortresses, pro- 

V 

vided they were done furtively and by stratagem, 
without display of banners or sound of .trumpet, or 
.re||j0i^ encampment, and that they did not last above 

tlir^,,days.t This gave rise to frequent enterprises 

• - - - -«-::- 

/ 

* Oranada is the Spanish term for pomegranais. 

1 Zurita. Aralea de Aragon, 1. 20. ,c. 41. JHariona. Hiet. do 
Espaiia, 1. 25. c. 1. 
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of a hardy- and adventurous character, in which 
castles*and strong holds were taken by surprise, and 
carried sword in hand. A long time had elapsed, 
however, without any outrage of the kind on the 
part of the Moors; and the Christian towns on the 
frontiers had all, in consequence, fallen into a state 
of the most negligent security. • 

Muley Aben Hassan cast his eyes round to select 
his object of attack, when information was brought 
him that the fortress of Zahara was but feebly gar¬ 
risoned and scantily supplied, and that its alcayde 
was careless of his charge. This important post was 
on the frontier, between Ronda and Medina Sidonia, 
and was built on the crest of a rocky mountain, with 
a strong castle perched above it, upon a cliff, so high 
that it was said to be above the flight of birds or drift 
of clouds. The streets and many of the houses were 
mere cxcaviliions, wrought out of the Jiving rock. 
The town had but one gate, opening to the west, 
and defended by towers and bulwarks, ^he only 
ascent to this cragged /ortress was by roads cut in 
the rock, and so rugged as in many places to resemble 
broken stairs. Such was the situation of the moun¬ 
tain fortress of Zahara, vyhich seemed to set all attack 
at defiance, insomuch thaMt had become so proverbial 
throughout Spain, that a woman of forbidding and 
inaccessible»virtue was called a Zahareiia. But the 
strongest fortress and 'sternest virtue have weak* 
points, and require unremitting vigilance to guard 
• them: let wajrrior and dame take warning from the 
fate of ZaharsA 
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CHAPTER IV, 

Expedition of Mulcy Ahen Hasson against the fortres 

of Zahara. 

It was in the year of our Lord one thousand four 
hundred and cighty-onc, and but a night or two after 
the festival of the most blessed Nativity, that Muley 
A!)c:i Ilassan made his famous attack upon Zahara. 
Tlic inhabitants of the place were sunk in profound 
sleep; the very sentinel had deserted his post, and 
sought shelter from a tempest which had raged for 
three nights in succession; for it appeared but little 
probable that an enemy would he abroad during such 
an upfoar of the elc*incnts. Cut evil irits work 
best during a storm, (observes <the we?thy Antonio 
Agapida,) and Mulcy Aben Hassan found such a 
season most suitable for his diabolical purposes. In 
the midst of the night, an uproar arose within the 
walls of Zahara, more awful than the raging of the 
storpi. A fearful alarm cry—“ The Moor I the 
Moor!” resounded through the streets, mingled witli 
the clash of arms, the '?hi*?ck of anguish, and the 
shout of victory. Muley Aben Hassan, at the head 
of a powerful force, had hurried from Granada, and 
•passed unobserved through the mountains in the 
obscurity of the tempest. ^Vhile the storm pelted 
the sentinel from his post^ and howled^ round tower 
and battlcmfnt, the Moors had planted, their scaling- 
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ladders, and mounted securely, into both town and 
castle. The garrison was unsuspicious of danger, 
until batt16 and massacre burst forth within its very 
walls. It seemed to the affriglited inhabitants, as if 
the fiends of the air had come upon the wings of the 
wind, and possessed^themselves of tower and turret. 
The war-cry resounded on every side, shout answer¬ 
ing shout, above, below, on the battlements of the 
castle, in the streets of the town—the foe was in all 
parts, wrapped in obscurity, but acting in concert by 
the aid of preconcerted signals. Starting from sleep, 
the soldiers were intercepted and cut down as they 
rushed from their quarters; or, if they escaped, they 
knew not where to assemble, oi where to strike. 
Wherever lights appeared, the flashing scimitar was 
at its deadly work, and all who attempted resistance 
fell beneath its edge. ^ 

In a little lyhilc, the struggle was at an end. Those 
who were not slain took refuge in the secret places 
of their houses, or gave themselves up aS captives. 
The clash of arms ceased; and the stofm continued 
its howling, mingled with the occasional shout of the 
Moorish soldiery, roaming in 'search of plunder. 
While the inhabitants were trembling for their fate, 
a trumpet resounded thr<iugh the streets, summoning 
tliem all to assemble, unarmed, in the public square. 
Here they yrere surrounded by soldiery, and strictly 
guarded, until day-break. When the day dawned , 
it was piteous to behold this once prosperous com 
munity, who had laid do^n to rest in peaceful se¬ 
curity, now ci^pwded together w^ithout distinction of 

' C2 
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age, or rank, or sex, and almost without raiment, 
during the severity of a wintry storm. The fierce 
Mulcy A ben Hassan turned a deaf ear tb all their 
prayers and remonstrances, and ordered them to he 
conducted captives to Granada. Leaving a strong 
garrison in lioth town and castle, with orders to put 
them in a complete state of defence, he returned, 
(lushed with victory, to his capital, entering it at the 
head of his troops, laden with spoil, and bearing in 
triumph the banners and .pennons taken at Zahara. 

While preparations were making for jousts and 
other festivities, in honor of this victory over the 
Christians, the captives of Zahara arrived—a wretch' 
cd train of men, women, and children, worn out with 
fatigue and haggard with despair, and driven like 
cattle into the city gates, by a detachment of Moorish 
soldiery. 

Deep was the grief and indignation the people 
of Granada, at this cruel scene. Old men, who had 
experienced the calamities of warfare, anticipated 
ccuning troubles. Mothers ejasped their infants to 
their breasts, as they beheld the hapless females of 
Zahara, with their children expiring in their arms. 
On every side, the accents of pity for the sufferers 
were mingled with execra|;ions of the barbarity of 
the king. The preparations for festivity were neg¬ 
lected ; and the viands, which were to ]:^vc feasted 
«the coufiierors, were distributed among the captives 

The i]M>bles and alfaquis, however, repaired to the 
Alhambra, to congraculate the king; for, whatever 
ilorms may rage in the lower regiofis of society. 
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rarely do any clouds, but clouds of incense, rise to 
the awful eminence of the throne. In this instance, 
however, A voice rose from the midst of the obse¬ 
quious cro\^d, that burst like thunder upon the ears 
of Aben Ilassan. “ Wo! wo ! wo! to Granada 1’ 
exclaimed the voic§; “its hour of desolation ap- 
j)roachcs. The ruins ftf Zahara will ftjl upon our 
heads; my spirit tells me that the end of our empire 
is at hand!” All shrunk back aghast, and left the 
denouncer of w'o standing alone in the centre of the 
hall. lie was an ancient and hoary man, in the rude 
attire of a dervisc. Age had withered his form 
without quenching the fire of his spirit, which glared 
in baleful lustre from his eyes. He was, (say the 
Arabian historians,) one of those holy men termed 
santons, who pass their lives in hermitages, in fasting, 
meditation, and prayer, until they attain to thejpurily 
of saints an^^thc foresight of prophets. “ He w^as,'’ 
says the indignant Fray Antonio Agapida, “a son of 
Belial, one of those fanatic infidels posscs.9ed by the 
devil, who are sometimes permitted td predict the 
truth to their followers; but with the proviso, that 
tlieir predictions shall be of no avail.” 

The voice of the santon resounded through the 
lofty hall of the Alhan!\^a, and struck silence and 
awe into the crowd of courtly sycophants. Mulcy 
Aben Hasson alone was unmoved; he eyed the hoary 
anchorite with scorn as he stood dauntless before^ 
him, and treated his •predictions as the ravings of a 
maniac. The santon rushed from the royal presence, 
and, descencljpg into the city, hurried through its 
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streets and squares with frantic gesticulations. His 
voice was heard, in every part, in awful denunciation. 
‘‘ The peace is broken! the exterminating war is 
commenced. Wo! wo I wo to Granada! its fall-is 
at hand! desolation shall dwell in its palaces; its 
strong men shall fall beneath thp sword, its children 
and maiden^ shall be led into captivity. Zaliara is 
but a type of Granada!” 

Terror seized upon the populace, for they con¬ 
sidered these ravings as the inspirations of prophecy. 
They hid themselves in their dwellings, as in a lime 
of general mourning; or, if they went abroad, it was 
to gather together in knots in the streets and squares, 
to alarm each other with dismal forebodings, and to 
curse the rashness and cruelty of the fierce A ben 
Hassan. 

The Moorish monarch heeded not their murmurs. 
Knowing that his exploit must draw upon him the 
vengeance of the Christians, he now threw off all 
reserve, and made attempts to surprise Castellan and 
Elvira, though without success. He sent alfaquis, 
also, to the Barbary powers, informing them that the 
sword was drawn, and inviting them to aid in main¬ 
taining the kingdom of Granada, and the religion of 
Mahomet, against the yioleivie of unbelievers. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Expedition the l^arques of Cadiz against Alhama. 

■ 

Great was the Nidignatioii of king Ferdinand, 
when he heard of the* storming of Zaliara—more 
especially as it had anticipated his intention of giv- 
ii:g the first blow in this eventful war. He valued 
himself upon his deep and prudent policy; and there 
is nothing which politic monarchs can less forgive, 
than thus being forestalled by an adversary. Ho 
immediately issued orders to all the adelantados and 
alcaydes of the frontiers, to mamlain the utmost 
vigilance at their several posts, and to prepare to 
carry fire and sword into the territories of the 
Moors. * 

Among tlfte manj^ valiant cavaliers who rallied 
round the throne of Ferdinand and Isabella, one of 
the most eminent in rank and renowned in*arms was 
Don Rodcrigo Ponce ^e Leon, marques of Cadiz. 
As he was the distinguished* champion of this holy 
war, and commanded in most of its enterprises qnd 
battles, it is meet thaj; some particular account 
should be given of him. •He was born in 1443, of 
the valiant lineage of the Ponces, and from his ear¬ 
liest youth «liad rendered himself illustrious in the 
field. He was of the middle stature, with a muscii • 
lar and powerful fraihe, capable of great exertion 
and fatigue. His hair and lieard were red and curled, 
his countenance was^ open and magnanimous, of a 
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ruddy complexion, and slightly marked with the 
small-pox. He was temperate, chaste, valiant, vigi¬ 
lant ; a just and generous master to his vassals; 
frank and noble in his deportment towards his 
equals; loving and faithful to his friends; tierce and 
terrible, yet magnanimous, to hie enemies. He was 
considered the mirror of chivalry of his times, and 
compared by contemporary historians to the immor¬ 
tal Cid. 

The marques of Cadiz had vast possessions in the 
most fertile parts of Andalusia, including many towns 
and castles, and could lead forth an army into the 
field from his own vassals and dependants. On re¬ 
ceiving the orders of the king, he burned to signal¬ 
ize himself by some sudden incursion into the king¬ 
dom of Granada, that should give a brilliant com¬ 
mencement to the war, and should console the 
sovereigns for the insult they hbd reo6ived in the 
capture of Zahara. As his estates lay near to the 
Moorish frontiers, and were subject to sudden in¬ 
roads, he had always in his pay numbers of adalides, 
or scouts and guides, many of them converted Moors. 
These he sent out in all directions, to watch the 
movements of the enemy, and to procure all kinds 
of information import' mt Uo the security of the 
frontier. One of these spies came to him one day 
in his town of Marchena, and informed him that the 
Moorish town of Alhama was slightly garrisoned and 
negligently guarded, and might be taken by surprise. 
This was a large, wealthy, and populous place, 
within a few leagues of Granada. It^ was situated 
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on a rocky iieight, nearly surrounded by a river, and 
defended by a fortress to which there was no access 
but by a steep and craved ascent. The strength of 
its-situation* and its being embosomed in the centre 
of the kingdom, had produced the careless security 
which now invited attack. 

To ascertain fully the state of the ibrtress, the 
marques dispatched secretly a veteran soldier, who 
was highly in his confidence. His name was Ortega 
de Prado, a man of great activity, shrewdness, and 
valor, and captain of escaladors, or those employed 
to scale the walls of fortresses in time of attack. 
Ortega approached Alhama one moonless night, 
and paced along its walls with noiseless step, laying 
his ear occasionally to the ground or to the^ wall. 
Kvery time, he distinguished the measured tread of 
a sentinel, and now and then the challenge ^f the 
nighMvatch ^ing its rounds. Finding the town thus 
guarded, he clambered to the castle:—there all was 
silent. As he ranged its lofty battlements* between 
him and the sky he s^w no sentinel on duty. He 
noticed certain places where the wall might be as¬ 
cended by scaling-ladders; and, having marked jthe 
hour of relieving guar^, and made all necessary 
observations, he retired without being discovered. 

, Ortega returned to Marchena, and assured the 
marques of^adiz of the practicability of scaling the 
castle of Alhama, and taking it hy^ surprise. The • 
marques had a secref conference with Don Pedro 
Henriquez Adelantado, of Tindalusia; Don Diego de 
Merlo, commander of Seville; and Saricho de Avila, 
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alcayde of Carmona, who all agreed to aid him with 
their forces. On an appointed day, the several com¬ 
manders assembled at Marchcna with their troops 
and retainers. None but the leaders kne\v the object 
or destination of the enterprise; but it was enough 
to rouse the Andalusian spirit,! to know that a foray 
was intended into the country of their old enemies, 
the Moors. Secrecy and celerity were necessary 
for success. They set out promptly, with three thoiv 
sand genetes, or light cavalry, and four <.Lousand in¬ 
fantry. They chose a route but little ravelled, by 
the way of Antiquera, passing with great labor 
through rugged and solitary dehles of the S^err? or 
chain of mountains of Alzerifa, and left all tneir 
baggage on the banks of the river Yeguas, to be 
' ^ after them. Their march was principally in 
Lii^ t it; all day they remained quiet; no noise 
was . utfered in their camp, anckno iir^ were made, 
lest the smoke should betray them. On the third day 
they resumed their march as the cv^ming darkened, 
and forcing themselves forw;^rd at as quick a pace as 
the rugged and dangerous mountain roads would per¬ 
mit, they descended towards midnight into a small 
deep valley, only half a league from Alhama. Here 
they made a halt, fatigi» 5 ;d bj" this forced march, during 
a long dark evening towards the end of February. 

The marques of Cadiz now explained to the 
troops, the objegt of the expedition. He told them 
t was dbr the glory of the most holy faith, and to 
avefpKHie 'wrongs of thbir countrymen of Zahara; 
a niMX t the rich towm of Alhama, full of wealthy 
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wae the place to be attacked. The troops 
were roused to new ardor by these words, and de¬ 
sired to be led forthwith to the assault y They ar¬ 
rayed closb to Alhama about two hours Defore day¬ 
break. Here the army remained in ambush, while 
three hundred men were dispatched to scale the 
walls and get possesdon of the castle« They were 
pick 3d men, many of them alcades and officers, men 
who preferred death to dishonor. This gallant band 
was gi ided by the escalador Ortega de Prado, at the 
head of thirty men with scaling-ladders. They clam¬ 
bered the ascer t to the castle in silence, and arrived 
unr^cr the dark shadow of its towers without being 
discovered. Not a light was to be seen, not a soundf** 
to be heard the whole place was wrapped^tnrpro- 
found repose. 

Fixing their ladders, they ascended caud,^ ^ ly and 
with noiseless steps. Ortega was the 'caat that 
mounted upon the battlements, followed by one 
Martin Galindo, a youthful esquire, full df spirit and 
eager for distinction* Moving stealthily along the 
parapet to die portal of the citadel, they came upon 
the sentinel by surprise. Ortega seized him by. the 
throat, brandished a dagger before his eyes, and or¬ 
dered him to point the may to the guard-room. The 
•infidel obeyed, and was instanUy dispatched, to pre¬ 
vent his giving an alarm. The guard-room was a 
scene ratl^ of massacre than coiRbat. Some of the 
soMiery were killed Vhile sleeping, others were cut 
down almqst widiout resistance, bewildered by so 
unexpected an assault: all were dispatched, for the 
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scaling party was too small to make prisoners ot* to 
spare. The alarm spread throughout the castle, but 
by this t^e the three hundred picked men had 
mounted the battlements. The garrison, startled 
from sleep, found the enemy already masters of the 
towers. Some of the Moors were cut down at once, 

t 

others fought desperately from room to room, and 
the whole castle resounded with the clash of arms, 
the cries of the combatants, and the groans of the 
wounded. The army in ambush, finding by the up¬ 
roar that the castle was surprised, now rushed from 
their concealment, and approached the walls with 
l^^loud shouts, and sound, of kettle-drums and trumpets, 

' to increase the confusion and dismay of the garrison. 
A YifiKnt conflict took place in the court of the 
castle, where several of the scaling party sought to 
throw *open the gates to admit their countrymen. 
Here fell two valiant alcaydes," Nichdias de Roja 
and Sancho de Avila; but they fell honorably, upon 
a heap of sl|in. At length Ortega de Prado suc¬ 
ceeded in throwing open a postern, through which 
the marques of Cadiz, the adelantado of Andalusia, 
and* Don Diego de Merlo, entered with a host of fol¬ 
lowers, and the citadel rqinakied in foil possession o 
the Christians. ' 

As the Spanish cavaliers were, ranging from room 
to room, the marques of Cadiz, entering an apart- 
*"1116111 of superioi richness to tihe rest, beheld, by the 
li^t of a silver lamp, a ]>eautifol Moorish female, 
the wife of the alcayde of the castle, whose husband 
was absent, attending a weddipg-feast at Velez Mai- 
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aga. She would have fled at the sight of a Chrbtian 
warrior in her apartment, but, entangled in the cover¬ 
ing of thh bed, she fell at the feet of the^arques, 
imploring biercy. The Christian cavalier who had 
a soul full of honor and courtesy towards the sex, 
raised her from tha floor, and endeavored to Allay 
her fears; but they WSere increased ah the slg|lih>f 
her female attendants pursued' into the room hf the 
Spanish soldieiy. 'The marques reproached his sol¬ 
diers with their unmanly conduct, and reminded 
them that they made war upon men, not on defence¬ 
less women. Having soothed the terrors of the 
females by the promise of honorable protection,* he 
appointed a trusty guard to watch over the secui^y 
ofIfllkfllpartment 

caHe was now taken; but the town below 
it wSrin arms. It was broad day, and the 4)eople, 
recovered feom their panic, were enabled to see and 
estimate the force of the enemy. The inhabitants 
were chiefly merchants and trades-peop^; but the 
Moors all possessed aJknowledge of the use of wea¬ 
pons, and were of brave and warlike spirit They 
confided in the strength of their walls, and* the.cer¬ 
tainty of speedy relief from Granada, which was 
but about eight leagues distant Manning the battle¬ 
ments and towers, they discharged showers of stones 
and arrows, whenever the part of the Christian army, 
without the walls, attempted to approach. TImy 
barricadoed the entrances of their streets, also, which 
opened towyir^ the ceystle; stationing men expert at 
the cross-bow and arquebuse. These kept up a con- 
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slant (ire upon the gate of the castle, so that no one 
could sallj forth without being instantly shot down. 
Two valid^t cavaliers, who attempted to lead forth a 
party in defiance of this fatal tempest, were shot 
dead, at the very portal. 

The Christians now found themselves in a situa- 
tion pf great peril. Reinforcements must soon arrive 
to the enemy from Granada; unless, therefore, they 
gained possession of the town in the course of the 
day, they were likely to be surrounded and beleagur- 
ed, without provisions, in the castle. Some observed 
that, even if they took the town, they should not be 
ablie to maintain possession of it. They 
therefore, to make booty of every thing 
sacS’*lI]^ castle, set it on fire, and make 
retreat to Seville. 

The 'marques of Cadiz was of different counsel. 
^^ God has given the citadel intd Christian hands,'' 
said he; ^^he will no doubt strengthen them to main¬ 
tain it. Mie have gained the place with difficulty 
and bloodshed; it would be a*<stain upon our honor 
to abandon it through fear of imaginary dangers. 
Thc'adetantado and Don Diego de Merlo joined in 
his opinion; but without their earnest and united 
remonstrances, the place wduld have been abandon¬ 
ed ; so exhausted were the troops by forced marches* 
and hard figjiting, and so apprehensive of the ap¬ 
proach ^ the Moors of Granada. 

Th^ strength and spirits of ithe party within the 
castle, were in some degree restored by the provi¬ 
sions which they found. The^ Christian army be- 
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neath the town, being also refreshed by a nioming's 
repast, advanced vigorously to the attack of the 
walls. SThey planted their scalingdadders, and, 
swarming up, sword in hand, fought fierceS^ with the 
Moorish soldiery upon the ramparts. 

In the mean time, the marques of Oadiz, seeing ' 
that the gate of the castle, which opened toward,the 
city, was completely comma^ed by the artill^y of 
the enemy, ordered a large breach to be m*ade in the 
wall, through which he might lead his troops to the 
attack; animating them, in this perilous momeht, by 
assuring them that the place should be given up to 
plunder, and its inhabitants made captives. 

The breach being made, the marques put himself 
at the head of, his troops, and entered sjjorjj. in 
iiand. A simultaneous attack was made by the Chris¬ 
tians in every part—^by the ramparts, by the gate, by 
the roofs and walls which connected the casue with 
the town. The Moors fought valiantly in their 
streets, from their windows, and from the tops of 
their houses. They were not equal to*the Christians 
in bodily strength, for they were for tjje most part 
peaceful men, of industrious callings, and ehervated 
by the frequent use of the warm, bath; but they 
were,^ superior in nuS^ber, and unconquerable in 
spirit ; old , and youngs strong and weak, fought with 
\hev£aipe^^ei^pptation. The Moors fought for pi^f- 
erty, for imertyTfor life. They fought at their thres¬ 
holds and their * hearths, with the shrieks of their 
wives and children ringing in their ears, and they 
fought in the hope that each ^moment would bring 

# D 2 * 6 
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aid from Granada. They regarded neither their own 
wounds' nor the deaths of their companions; but 
continued fighting until they fell, and seemed as if, 
when th^' could no longer contend, they would 
bloctc up the thresholds of their beloved homes with 
their man|led "bodies. The Christians fought for 
gloiy/for revenge, for the holy faith, and for the 
spVlW these wealthy infidels. Success would place 
a rich town at their mercy; failure would deliver 
them into the hands of the tyranfw Granada. 

The contest raged from morning until night, when 
the Moors began to yield. Retreating to a large 
mosque near the walls, they kept up so galling a fire 
from it with lances, cross-bows, and arquebuses, 
tha^for some time the Christians dared not approach. 
Covenng themselves, at length, with bucklers and 
mantelets* to protect them from the deadly shower, 
they mikde their way to the mosque, and set fire to 
the doors. When the smoke* and flames rolled in 
upon thenq, the Moors gave all up as lost. Many 
rushed forth desperately upon the enemy, but were 
immediately slain; the rest surrendered themselves 
captives. 

The straggle was now at an end; the town re¬ 
mained at the mercy of the. Christians; and the in- 
habitants, both male and^ female, becaiiie the. slaves 
of those who made them prisoners:^ Soihe iew es- 
caped by a mine or subterranean' Way,^WjSicb led to 
die nver, and r.oi/cealed themsqlves, their wives and 


4 » \ 


* Maateletr—« movable parapet; made of thick plaake, to pro¬ 
tect troope, when advancing to sap or assault a wiHled place. 
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children, in caves and secret places; but in three or 
four days*, were compelled to surrender themselves 
through hunger. 

The town was given Hip to plunder, an^^the booty 
was immense.* There were found prodigious quan¬ 
tities of gold and silver, and jewels, Undf^rich. silks, 
and costly stufis olf all kinds; together with horses 
and beeves, and abundance of grain* and oil,\and 
honey, and all Qtfeer productions of this fiuitful king¬ 
dom ; for in AljMna were collected the royal rents 
and tributes of the surrounding countiy; it was the 
richest town in the Moorish territory, and, from its 
great strength and its peculiar situation, was called 
the key to Gran’ada. 

Great waste and devastation 'ere committed by 
the Spanish soldieiy; for, thinking it would be im¬ 
possible to keep possession of the place, they began 
to destroy whatever they could not take awly. Im¬ 
mense jars*of oil were broken, costly furniture shat¬ 
tered to pieces, and magazines of grain broken open, 
and their contents scattered to the .winds. Many 
Christian captives, who had been taken at Zahara, 
were found buried in a Moorish dungeon, and were 
triumphantly restored to light and liberty; dnd a 
renegado Span^fiSM, who had often served Us guide to 
the Moors in their ihcursions into the Christian ter- 
^vitories, was hanged on the highest part of the bat¬ 
tlements,*for the edificAtion of the army. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


How the people of Granada were afectedf on hearing of 
the capture Alhama ; and how the Moorish King 
saUied forth to regain it. 


A Moorish horseman had spurred across the vega, 
nor reined his panting steed untilj|^alighted at the 
gale of the Alhambra. He brougSWaings to Muley 
Aben Hassan, of the attack upon Alhama. “The 
Christians/' said he, “ arc in the land. They came 


upon us, we know not whence or how, and scaled 
the walls of the castle in the night. There has been 
dreadful ^gbting and carnage in its towers and courts; 
and when 1 spurred my steed from the gate of Alhama, 
the castle was in possession of the unbelievers.” 

Mulcy Aben llassan felt for a m^oment as if swift 
retribution had come upon him for the woes he had 
inflicted upon Zahara. Still he flattered himself that 
this had only been some transient inroad of a parly 
of marauders, intent upon plunder; an^ that a little 
succor, thrown into the town, would be sufficient to 
expeTthem from the castle, and driv^^them from the 
land. He%rdered out, therefore, a thousand of his 
chosen cavalry, and sent them in all speed to the 
assistance of Alhama. They arrived beforejits walls* 
the morning after its capture :^he Christian standards 
floated upon its towers, and a body of cavalry poured 


forth from its gates and came wheeling down into 



plain to receive them. 


C 
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The Moorish horsemen turned the reins of their 
steeds, and galloped back for Granada. Thej en* 
tered its'gates in tumultuous confusion, spreading 
terror and* lamentation by their tidings. «Alhama 
is fallen I Alhama is fallen P' exclaimed they; *^the 
Christians garrison «its walls \ the key of Granada is 
in the hands of the cnbmy!” ^ * * 

When the people heard these words, they remem¬ 
bered the denig|||§tioii of the santon. His predic¬ 
tion seemed stilim resound in every ear, and its ful¬ 
filment to be at hand. * Nothing was heard through¬ 
out the city, but sighs and wailings. Wo is me, 
Alhamawas in ever/ mouth; and this ejaculation 
of deep sorrow and doleful foreboding, came to be 
the burthen of a plaintive ballad, which rem^nq n^til 
the present da)'.* 

Many aged men, who had taken refuge in Granada 
from other Jllooridi domi nions which had fallen into 
the power of the Chribtians, now groaned in despair 
at the thoughts that war was to follow them into this 
lAt retreat, to lay wpste this pleasant laud, and to 
bring trouble and sorrow upon their declining years. 
The women were more loud and vehement in their 
grief; for they beheld the evils impending over their 
children, and what q^n restrain the a^ny of a 
^mother’s heart? Many of them made their way 
through the halls of the Alhambra into the^ presence 
of the king, weeping, and waihngjj and teaiing their 

■■■■■ — -■■■■■ . ■■■yi ■ ' ■ - ^ ■ ... 

* The mournful little Spai^sh romance of de rrn^ Alhama! 
18 supposed te be of Moorish ongin, and lo embodj t he |^ef of 
the people of Granada on this occasion. 
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hair. Accursed be the day,” cried they, “.that thou 
hast lit the flame of Ivar in our land! May the holy 
Prophet b^ar witness before Allah, that we and our 
children art; innocent of this act! Upon Ihy head, 
and.,upon the heads of thy posterity, until the end of 
the world, rest the sin of the desolation of Zahara 
Muley Abcn Hassan remainca unmoved, amidst all 
this storm; his heart was hardened (observes Fray 
Antonio Agapida) like that of Pt^|u||ph, to the end 
that, through his blind violence aiiu rage, he might 
produce the deliverance of the land from ita heathen 
bondage. In fact, he was a bold and fearless war¬ 
rior, and trusted soon to make this blow recoil upon 
the head of the enemy. He had ascertained that the 
captoiu'^f Alhama were but a handful: they were 
in the centre of his dominions, within a short distance 
of his capital. Thej were deficient in munitions of 
war, and provisions for sustaining- a siege. By a 
rapid movement, he might surround them with a 
powerful army, cut off all aid from their countiymen, 
and entrap theih in the fortress fhey had taken. 4 
To think was to act, with Muley Aben Hassan; 
but he was prone to act with too much precipitation. 
He immediately set forth in person, with three thou¬ 
sand horse and fifty thonsandffoot, and in his eager¬ 
ness to arrive at the scene of Action, would not wait 
to provide artillery and the v^ous engines ^required 
in ^ siege, “ The multitude W my forces,” said he, 
confidently, “ will be suflicient lo overwhelm the 
enemy^” ** 


** Gdriba}, lib. 40. c. 29. 
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The marques of Cadiz, who tl\us held possession 
of Alhama, had a chosen friend and faithful com¬ 
panion in arms^ among the most distinguished of the 
Christian chivalry. This was Don Alonso de Cor¬ 
dova, senior and lord of the house qf Aguilar^ and 
brother of Gonsalvo of Cordova, afterwards renowned 
as grand captain of Spain. As yet, Alonzo de Aguilar 
was the glory of his name and race—for his brother 
was but youngHlll, arms. He was one of the most 
hardy, valiant, and enterprising of the Spanish knights, 
and foremost in all service of a perilous and adven¬ 
turous nature. He had not been at hand, to accom¬ 
pany his friend Ponce de Leon, marques of Cadiz, in 
his inroad into the Moorish territory; but he hastily 
assembled a number of retainers, horse and«fc^t,*and 
pressed forward to join the enterprise. Arriving at 
the river Yeguas, he found the baggage of Ae army 
still upon ks bagks, and took charge of it to carry it 
to Alhama. The marques of Cadiz heard of the ap¬ 
proach of his friend, whose march was How in con¬ 
sequence of being enicumbered by the baggage, lie 
was within but a few leagues of Alhama, when scouts 
came hurrying into the place, with intelligence that 
the Moorish king was^ at hand with a powerful army. 
The marques of Cadi9 was filled with alarm lest De 
. Aguilar should fall into the hands of the enemy. 
Forgetting his own danger, and thinking only of that 
of his friend, he dispatched a well-^iounted messenger, 
to ride full speed, ahd warn him not to approach. 

The firsj; determination of Alonzo de Aguilar, when 
he heard that the Moorish king was at hand, was to 
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take a strong position in the mountains^ and await 
his coming. The madness of an attempt with his 
handful of men to oppose an immense a^my, was 
represente'd to him with such force as to fnduce him 
to abandon the idea; he then thought of throwing 
himself into Alhama, to share the fortunes of his 
friend; but it was now too late. The Moor would 
infallibly intercept him, and he should only give the 
marques the additional distress of |||holding him cap¬ 
tured beneath his walls. It was even urged upon 
him that he had no time for delay, if he would con¬ 
sult his own safety, which could only be insured by 
an immediate retreat into the Christian territory. 
This last opinion was confirmed by the return of 
sc(ni^, -who brought information that Muley Aben 
Hassan had received notice of his movements, and 
was ra{>id]y advancing in quest of him. It was with 
infinite reluctance that Don Alonzo de Aguilar yielded 
to these united and powerful reasons. Proudly and 
sullenly he'drew ofThis forces, laden with the baggage 
of the army, and made an unwilling retreat towards 
Antiquera. Muley Aben Hassan pursued him for 
some distance through the mountains, but soon gave 
up the chase and turned with ^is forces upon Alhama. 

As the army approached the town, they beheld the 
fields strewn with the dead bodies of their countiy- 
men, who had fallen in defc^e of the place, and had 
been cast forth and left imburied by the Christians. 
There they lay, mangled, and exposed to every in- 
dignily; while droves of lialf-famished dogs were 
preying upon them, and fighting and howling, over 
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their hideous repast.* Furious at the sight, the 
Moors, in the first transports of their rage, attacked 
those ravehous animals: their next measure was to 
vent Uieir ffiry upon the Christians. The'y rushed 
like madmen to the walls, applied scaliijg-ladders hi 
all parts, without waUing for the necessary mantelets 
and other protcrtions,~thinking, by atUicking sud¬ 
denly and at various points, to distract the enemy, 
ami overcome them by the force of numbers. 

The marques of Cadiz, with his confederate com¬ 
manders, distributed themselves along the Avails, to 
direct and animate their men in the defence. The 
Moors, in their blind fury, often assailed the most 
dillicult and dangerous places. J'Mits, stones, and 
all khuis of missiles, were hurled down upon 
defenceless heads. As fast as they mounted, they 
were cut down, or dashed from the battlemenlsttheir 
ladders overtyrned, and all who were on them pre¬ 
cipitated headlong below. 

Muley Ahcn Ilassan stormed with passiftn, at the 
siglit; he sent detachme^it after detachnaent to scale 
llie walls—but in vain; they were like waves rushing 
upon a rock, only to dash themselves to pieces. The 
Moors lay in heaps beneath the wall, and among 
them many of the bravest cavaliers of Granada. The 
Christians, also, sallied frequently from the gates, and 
made great Jiavoc in the irregular multitude of as¬ 
sailants. • 

On one of these ocfcasions, the party was corn- 


VoL. I. 


* Pulgar. Cronicac. 
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manded by Don Juan de Vera, the same pious and 
high-handed knight who had borne the embassy to 
IMuIey Aben Hassan, demanding tribute. As this 
doughty 'cavalier, after a career of carnage, was 
slowly retreating to the gate, hu heard a voice loudly 
calling after him, in furious accents. “ Turn back ! 
turn back !” cried the voice; “ thou who canst insult 
in hall, prove that thou canst combat in the field.” 
Don Juan de Vera turned, and beheld the same 
Abencerrage whom he had struck with his sword in 
the Alhambra, for scoffing at the immaculate concep¬ 
tion of the blessed vii^in. All his holy zeal and 
pious indignation rekindled at the sight; he put lance 
in rest, and spurred his steed to finish this doctrinal 
dispute. Don Juan de Vera was a potent and irre¬ 
sistible argiler with his weapon; and he was aided, 
(says,.Fray Antonio Agapida,) by the peculiar virtue 
of his cause. At the very first dencoujjter, his lance 
entered the mouth of the Moor, and hurled him to 
the earth* never more to utter word or breath. Thus 
(continues the worthy friar).did this scoffing iniidcl 
receive a well-merited punishment, through the very 
organ with which he had offended; and thus was the 
immaculate conception miraculously vindicated from 
his foul aspersions. © 

The vigorous and successful defence of the Chris¬ 
tians, now made Muley Aben Ilassan se^nsiblc of his 
► error in hurrying from Granada without the proper 
engines for a siege. Destitute of all means to batter 
the fortifications, the town remained uninjured, defy¬ 
ing the mighty army which raged and roamed before 
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it. Incensed at being thus foiled, Mu Icy Aben Hassaii 
gave orders to undermine the walls. The Moors 
advanced with shouts to the attempt. Tliey were 
received with a deadly fire from the ramparts, wliich 
drove them from their works. Repc^jicdly were 
they repulsed, and roj)eatcdly did tliey return to the 
eliarge. The Christians not merely gallcit them from 
the battlements, but issued forth and cut them down 
in the excavations they were attempting to form. 
The contest lasted throughout a whole day, and b\ 
evening two thousand Moors were either killed or 
wounded. 

Muley Aben Hassaii now abandoned all hope of 
carrying the place by assault, and attempted to dis¬ 
tress it into terms by turning the channel of tht? river 
which jams by its walls. On this stream the inhab¬ 
itants depended for their supply of water; thc^jlace 
being destitute of foflntains and cisterns, from w!ii‘'!i 
circumstance it is called Alhama la seca^ or the dry.” 

A desperate conflict ensued on the banics of tlu^ 
i-iver, the Moors endeavoring to plant palisades in 
its bed to divert the stream, and the Christians sti’iv- 
ing to prevent them. The Spanish commandei'.*' 
exposed themselves to tljc utmost danger to animate 
their men, who weie repeatedly driven back into 
the town. The inai’ques of Cadiz was often up to 
his knees ii^ the sticam, fighting hand to hand with 
the Moors. The water ran red with blood, and was • 
encumbered wuth dead'boflies. At length, the over¬ 
whelming numbers of the jVIoors gave them the ad¬ 
vantage, and they succeeded in diverting the greater 
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part of the water. The Christians had- to struggle 
severely, to supply themselves from the feeble rill 
wliich remained. They sallied to the river by a 
suhterraricous passage; but the Moorish cross-bow- 
men stationed themselves on liic opposite bank 
keeping up a heavy tire upon <hc chnstians, when 
ever they attempted to fill their vessels from the 
scant}^ and turbid stream. One party of the Chris¬ 
tians had, therefore, to fight, while another drew 
waler. At all hours of the day and night, this deadly 
slriie was maintained, until it seemed as if every drop 
of water w'crc purchased with a droj) of blood. 

In the mean time, the sutrerings in the town be¬ 
came intense. None but the soldiery and their horses 
were allowed the precious beverage so dearly earned, 
and even that in quantities that only tantali/cd their 
want!^. The wounded, who c cjJd not r.d!} to I'-ro- 
eure it, were almost destitutewhile tlu; unhappy 
prisoners, shut up in the mosques, were reduced to 
frightful extremities. Many perished raving mad, 
fancying Ihcrnsclves swimming in boundless seas, yet 
unable to assuage their thirst. Many of the soldiers 
lay parched and panting along the battlements, no 
longer able to draw a bowstring or hurl a stone; 
while above five thoasand Moors, stationed ii[)on a 
rocky height which overlooked part of the town, 
kept up a galling fire into it with slingj and cross- 
bows; so that tkc marques of Cadiz was obliged to 
heighten the battlcncnts, by using the doors from the 
private dwellings. 
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The Christian cavaliers, exposed to this extreme 
peril, and in imminent danger of falling into the hands 
of the enemy, dispatched fleet messengers to Seville 
and Cordova, entreating the chivalry of Andalusia to 
hasten to their aid. They sent likewise, imploring 
assistance from the kiMg and queen, whp at that time 
held their court in Medina del Campo. in the 
midst of their distress, a lank, or < istern, of water, 
was fortunately discovered in the city, which gav(‘ 
temporary relief to their sulferiiigs. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Hoio the Duke of Medina Sidonioj and the chivalry of 
Andalusia, hastened to the relief of Alhama. 

The perilous situation of the Christian cavaliers, 
pent up and beleaguered within the walls of Alhama, 
spread terror among their friends, and anxiclv through¬ 
out all Andalusia. Nothing, however, could equal the 
anguish of the marchioness of Cadi:i, the wife of the 
gallant Iloderigo Ponce de Leon. Tn her deep dis¬ 
tress, sjic looked round for some powerful nohh', 
who had the means of rousing the country to the 
assistance of her husband. No one appeared more 
competent for the purpose than Don Juan dc (jIuz- 
man, the duke of Medina Sidonia. He was one of 
the most wealthy and puissant grandec^s of Spain; 
his possessions extended over some of the most fer¬ 
tile parts of Andalusia, embracing towns, and sea¬ 
ports, and numerous villages. Here lie nugned in 
feudal state, like a petty sovereign, and could at any 
time bring into the fie'd an immense force of vassals 
and retaincFN. 

The duke of Medina Sidonia, and the marques of 
Padiz, however, were at this time deadly foes. An 
hereditary feud existed between them, which had 
often arisen to bloodshed and open war; for as yet 
the fierce contests between the proud and puissant 
Spanish nobles Iiad not been completely quelled by 
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the power of Ihc crown, and in this respect tliey 
exerted a of sovereignty, in leading their vassals 

against each otlier in open field. 

The duke of Medina Sidonia would have appeared, 
to many, the very last person to whom td apply for 
aid of the manpics of Qadiz; but fhc marchioness 
judged of liim by the standard of her owfi high and 
generous mind. She knew him to be a gallant and 
roiirteous knight, and had already cxj)erieneed the 
magnanimity of his spirit, having been relieved by 
him when besieged by the Moors in her husband’s 
fortress of Arcos. To (he duke, therefore, she ap¬ 
plied in this moment of sudden calarmfy, imploring 
him (o furnish succor to her busbar .i. The event 
fdiowcd how well noble spirits understand each ftther. 

M. 

No sooner did the duke receive this appeal from the 
wife of his enemy, than he generously forgot all fefiling 
of animosity, dhd deferrnined to go in person (o his 
succor. He immediately dispatched a courteous 
letter to the marchioness, assuring her that in con¬ 
sideration of the request df so honorable and estimable 
a lady, and to rescue from peril so valiant a cavalier 
as her husband, whose loss would be great, not only 
to Spain, but to all Christendom, he would forego the 
recollection of all past grievances, and hasten to his 
relief with all the forces he could raise. 

The dukeVvrote at the same time to the alcaydes 
of his towns and fortrcsses,.ordcring rtiem to join him ^ 
forthwith at Seville, with all the forces they could 
spare from their garrisons. He called on all the 
chivalry of Andalusia ^to make a common cause in 
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tlie rescue of those Christian cavaliers, and he offered 
large pay to all volunteers who would resort to him 
with horses, armor, and provisions. Thus all who 
could be incited by honor, religion, patriotism, or 
thirst of gain, were induced to li istcii to his standard, 
and he took the held with an army of live thousand 
horsiC and*fifty thousand foot.* Many cavaliers of 
di>tinguished name accompanied him in this generous 
enterprise. Among these was the redoubtable Alonzo 
de Aguilar, the chosen friend of the marques of C’adiz, 
and with him his younger brother, (lonsalvo Fci- 
nandez de Cordova, afterwards renowned as llie 
grand captain; J)on Roderigo Giron, also, Master of 
Ihe order of C’alatrava, together with Martin Alonzo 
de Montema)or, and the marques De Villena, es 
teemed the best lance in Spain. Tt wa< a gallant 
aiursplendid army, comprising the ilower of Spanish 
chivalry, and poured forth in brilliant array from tlie 
gates of Seville, bearing the great standard of that 
ancient and renowned city. 

Ferdinand and Isabella were at Medina del Cainpo, 
when tidings came of tlie capture of Alhama. The 
king was at mass when he received the news, and 
ordered tc dcuin to he chanted for this signal triumoli 

O 1 

of the holy faith, ^'^"hen the lirst flush of triumph 
had subsided, and the king learnt the imminent peril 
of the valorous I’oncc de Leon and his companion^, 
and the great danger thatjfhis stronghold might again 

Ti ■ 
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'*■ Cronicii tie los Duques de Medina Sidoilia, por Fedro de 
Medina. MS. 
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be wrested from their gnisp, he resolved to hurry iu 
person to the scene of action. So pressing appeared 
to him the'emergency, that he barely gave himself 
time to take* a hasty repast while horses wItc pro¬ 
viding, and then departed at furious speed for Anda¬ 
lusia, leaving a rccpjcst for the queen to follow him.^ 
IJe was attended by I)od Heltram dc la Ciueva, duk^' 
of Albuquerque, Don Inigo Tjopez de Mendoza, 
<*oiri»t of '^JY'iulilla, and Don IVdro Mauriques, count 


of 'I’revino, 


with a few more cavaliers of prowess 


and distinction. lie travelled by forced journevs. 


frequently changing his jaded horses, being eager to 


arrive in lime to take command of the Andalusian 


chivalry. AVhen he arrived within 'ive Jeaijues of 
(4)rdova, the duke of vMbuquerque remonstrate^l with 
him upon cntciing, with such incautious haste, into 
the enemies’ country. He represented to hinv that 
there were trgoj)s enough assembled to succor Al- 
hama, and that it was not for him to venture his royal 
person in doing what could be done by his subjects; 
especia iiy as he had su^h valiant and Experienced 
captains to act for him. “ llcsides, sire,” added th<^ 
duke, “)our majesty should bethink you that dui 
lrooj)s about to take the^lield arc mere men of An¬ 
dalusia, whereas your illustrious predecessors never 
made an inroad into the territory of the Moors, with¬ 
out being accompanied by a powcrfid force of the 
staunch and iron warriors of old Oas^ilc.” 

“Duke,” replied the iJTng, '‘}our counsel migl.t 


* Illcscas. Hist. Pontifical. 
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have been good, had I not departed from Medina 
with the avowed determination of succoring these 
cavaliers in person. T am now near the'end of niy 
journey,' and it would be beneath my dignity to 
change my intention, before even I iu-d met with an 
impediment. 1 shall take the troo])s of this ^ oiintiy 
who are a,«sembled, without waiting for those of 
Castile, and, with the aid of God, shall pro'^eciite 
my journey.”^ 

As king Ferdinand approached Cordova, the prin¬ 
cipal inhabitants came forth to receive him. Learn¬ 
ing, however, that the duke of Medina Sidonia was 
already on the march, and piessing forward into the 
territory of the Moors, the king was all on tire to 
overtake him, and to lead in person the succor to 
Alhama. Without entering: Cordova, therefore, he 
exchanged his weary horses for those of the inhab¬ 
itants who had come forth to meet him» and ])ressed 
forward for the army. He dispatched fleet couriers 
in advance, requesting the duke of Medina Sidonia 
to await his coming, that he, might take command of 
the forces. 

Neither the duke nor his companions in arms, 
however, felt inclined to pause in their generous ex¬ 
pedition, and gratify the inahnation of the king. They 
sent back missives, representing that they were far 
within the enemies’’ frontier, and it wgs dangerous 
cither to pause^^or turn back. They had likewise, 
received pre^^ing entreaties* from the besieged to 

^ Pulffur. Croiiita, p. 3, c. 3. 
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hasten their speed, setting forth their great sutTcrings, 
and their hourly peril of being overwhelmed by the 
(Miemy. 

The king was at Ponton del 3laestre, whdn he re- 
t i’ived these missives. So inflamed was Ije with zeal 
for the success of this*enterprise, that he would have 
t.enetrated into the kingdom of Granada with the 
^.andful of cavaliers who accompanied him, but they 
.epresented the rashness of such a journey, through 
ihe mountainous defiles of a hostile country, thickly 
heset with towns and castles. With some difficulty, 
therefore, he was dissuaded from his inclination, and 
jnevailed upon to await tidings from the army, in 
the frontier city of Antiquera. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Sequel ofHhe eeents at Alhama. 

i 

I While all Andalusia was ttijus in arms, and pour¬ 
ing its chiyalry through the" mountain passes of the 
Moorish frontier, the garrison of Alhama was re¬ 
duced to great extremity, and in danger of sinking 
under its sufferings before the promised succor 
could arrive. The intolerable thirst that prevailed 
in consequence of the scarcity of water, the inces¬ 
sant watcli that had to be maintained over the vast 
force of enemies without, and the great number of 
prisotj.ers within, and the wounds which almost every 
soldier had received in the incessant skirmishes and 


assaylts, had worn grievously both flesh and spirit. 
The noble Ponce de Leon, marques^ of Cadiz, still 
animated the soldiery, however, by word and ex¬ 
ample, sharing every hardship and being foremost in 


every danger ; exemplifying, that a good commander 
is the vital spirit of an army. 

When Mulcy Abcn Hassan heard of the vast force 


that was approaching under the command of the 
duke of Medina Sidonia,, and that Ferdinand was 


coming in person with addnional troops, he perceiv¬ 
ed that no time was to be lost: Alham^.must.be car¬ 


ried by one powerful attack, or abandoned entirely 
to the Christians. 


A number of Moorish cavaliers, some of the 
bravest youth of Granada, knowing the wishes of 
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the king, proposed to undertake a desperate enter¬ 
prise, which, if successful, must put Albania in his 
power. Early one morning, when it was scarcely 
the-gray of tfie dawn, about the time of changing the 
watch, these cavaliers approached the .town, at a 
place considered inaccessible, from the steepness of 
the rocks on which the wall was foundcck; which, it 
was supposed, elevated the battlements beyond the 
reach of the longest scaling-ladder. The Moorish 
knights, aided by a number of the strongest and most 
active cscaladors, mounted these rocks, and applied 
the ladders, without being discovered; for, to divert 
attention from them, Mulcy Abcn Hassan made a 
false attack upon the town in another quarter. 

The scaling party mounted with diiliculty, and in 
small numbers; the sentinel was killed at his post, 
and seventy of the Moors made their way int# the 
streets before* an atarm was given. The guards 
rushed to the walls, to stop the hostile throng that 
was still pouring in. A sharp conflict, hancf to hand 
and man to man, took pkicc on the battlements, and 
many on both sides fell. The Moors, whether 
wounded or slain, were thrown headlong without 
the walls; the scaling-ladders were overturned, and 
those who were mounting were dashed upon the 
rocks, and from thence tumbled upon the plain. 
Thus, in a little while, the ramparts were cleared 
by Christian prowess, led on b y thab valiant knight 
Don Alonzo Ponce, the”iincle, and that brave esquire 
Pedro Pineda^ nephew of Aie marques of Cadiz. 

The walls being cleared, these two kindred cava- 

VoL. I. • F 
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liers now hastened with their forces in pursuit of the 
seventy Moors who had gained an entrance into 
the town. The main party of the garrison being en¬ 
gaged at a distance resisting the feigned attack of the 
Moorish king, this fierce band of inhdols had ranged 
the streets almost without opposition, aiicl were 
making the'r way to the gates to throw them open 
to the army.^ They were chosen men from among 
the Moorish forces, several of them gallant knights 
of the proudest families of Granada. Their foot¬ 
steps through the city were in a manner printed 
in blood, and they were tracked by the bodies of 
those they had killed and wounded. They had 
attained the gate; most of the guard had fallen be- 
iieath-their scimitars; a moment more, and Alhama 
would have been thrown open to the enemy. 

Ju3t at this juncture, Don Alonzo Ponce and Pe¬ 
dro de Pineda reached the spot with their forces. 
The Moors had the enemy in front and rear; they 
placed themselves back to back, with their banner 
in the centre. In this way they fought with despe¬ 
rate and deadly determination, making a rampart 
around them with the slain. More Christian troops 
arrived, and hemmed them in; but still they fought 
without asking for quarte**. As their numbers de¬ 
creased, they serried their circle still closer^ defending 
their banner from assault; and the last.Moor died at 
his post, grasping the standard of the Prophet. This 
standard was displayed from the walls, and the tur- 


* Zurita, lib. 20. c. 43. 
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bancd heads of the Moors were thrown down to the 
besiegers.* 

Mulcy Al)cn Ilassan tore his beard with rage at the 
failure of this attempt, and at the death of*so many 
of his chosen cavaliers. He saw that, all further 
effort was in vain; iiiis scouts brought word that they 
had seen from the hefghts, the long columns and 
flaunting banners of the Christian army approaching 
through the mountains. To linger, would be to place 
himself between two bodies of the enemy. Break¬ 
ing up his camp, therefore, in all haste, he gave up 
the siege of Alhama, and hastened back to Granada; 
and the last clash of his cymbals scarce died upon 
the ear from the distant hills, before the standard of 
the duke of Sidonia was seen emerging in anothet* 
direction from the defiles of the mountains. 

When the Christians in Alhama beheld theiio ene¬ 
mies retreating on one side and their friends advanc- 
ing on the other, they uttered shouts of joy and 
hymns of thanksgiving, for it was as a sudd!^n relief 
from present death. Harassed by several weeks 
of incessant vigil and fighting, suffering from scarcity 
of provisions and almost continual thirst, they re¬ 
sembled skeletons rathej than living men. It was a 
noble and gracious sigh^ to behold the meeting of 
those two ancient foes, the duke of Medina Sidonia 
and the marques of Cadiz. When the marques be- 

9 • 


* Pedro de Pineda rcceiv«d Sfiic uj. nt of knighthood from the 
hand of king Ferdinand, for hiayalor on this occasion; (Alonzo 
Ponce was already knight.)—See Zahiga, Annales of Seville, lib. 


12. an. 1402. 
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held his magnanimous deliverer approaching, he 
melted into tears : all past animosities only gave the 
greater poignancy to present feelings of gratitude and 
admiration; they clasped each other in their arms 
and from that time forward were line and cordia 
friends. , 

While this generous scene took place between the 
commanders, a sordid contest arose among their 
troops. The soldiers who had come to the rescue 
claimed a portion of the spoils of Albania; and so 
vioient was the dispute, that both parties seized their 
arms. The duke of Medina Sidonia interfered, and 
settled the question with his characteristic magnan¬ 
imity. lie declared that the spoil belonged to fhosc 
Kvho hud captured the city. ‘^Wc have taken the 
field,” said he, “only for honor, for religion, and for 
the ftcscue of our countrymen and fellow-cluistians; 
and the success of our enterprise is sulliciciit and 
a glorious reward. If we desire booty, there arc 
sufiicicnhMoorish cities yet to be taken, to enrich us 
all.” The soldiers were convinced by tlie frank and 
chivalrous reasoning of the duke; they replied to 
his speech by acclamations, and the transient broil 
was happily appeased. 

The marchioness of C'>rliz, with the forethought 
of a loving wife, had dispatched her major domo 
with the army, with a large supply of provisions. 
Tables were inyncdiately spread beneath the tents, 
where the marques ^aVc a banquet to the duke and 
the cavaliers who had acc6mpanied him, and nothing 
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but hilarity prevailed in this late scene of suffering 
and death.* 


A garrisoij of fresh troops was left in Alh^ma; and 
the veterans who had so valiantly captured and 
maintained it, returned to their horned, burtliencd 
with precious booty. Illie marques and duke, with 
their confederate cavaliers, repaired to Antiquera. 
where they were received with great distinction b) 
the king, wdio honored the marques of Cadiz with 
signal marks of favor. The duke then accompanied 
his late enemy, but now most zealous and grate¬ 
ful friend, the marques of Cadiz, to his town of 
Marchena, where he received the reward of his 
generous conduct, in the thanks and ble -ings^of th« 
marchioness. The marques celebrated a sumptuous 
feast, in honor of his guest; for a day and night, his 
palace was thrown open, and was the scene of con¬ 
tinual revel afid festivity. When the duke departed 
for his estates at St. Lucar, the marques .attended 


him for some distance on his journey ? and when 
they separated, it was as the parting scene of brothers. 
Such was the noble spectacle exhibited to the chiv¬ 
alry of Spain, by these two illustrious rivals. Each 


reaped universal renowif from the part he had per¬ 
formed in the campaign; the marques, from having 


surprised and captured one of the most important 
and formidable fortresses of the kingdom of Granada; 
and the duke, from havjn^ a.*l?»ed fiis deadliest foe, 


% 


y a great act of magnanimity. 


F 2. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

4 

Events at Granada^ and rise of the Moorish King 

lioahdil cl Chico. 

«# 

Thk Moorish king, Abcn Hassan, returned, baffled 
and disappointed, from before the walls of Alliama, 
and was received with groans and smothered execra¬ 
tions by the people of (iranada. The prediction of 
the santon was in every mouth, and appeared to be 
rapidly fuUllling; for the enemy was already btrongly 
fortified in Alhama, in the very heart of the kingdom, 
^hc disaflection, which broke out in murmurs among 
the common people, fermented more secretly and 
dangerously among the nobles. Muley A ben Hassan 
was of a fierce and cruel nature; his reign had been 
marked with ty ranny and bloodslicd, a/Id many chiefs 
of the farnily of the Abencerrages, the noblest line¬ 
age among the Moors, had fallen victims to his policy 
or vengeance. A deep plot'was now formed, to put 
an end to his oppressions, and dispossess him of the 
throne. The situation of the royal household favored 
the conspiracy. * ^ 

Mulcy Abcn Hassan, though cruel, was uxonous; 
that is to say, he had many wives, and was prone to 
be managed by them by turns. lie had two queens, 
in particular, vViiom^ b/w’^M chosen from affection. 
One, named Ayxa, was i^Moorish female; she was 
likewise termed in Arabic, La Horra, or the chaste, 
from the spotless purity of her character. While 
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yet in the prime of her beauty, she bore a son to 
A ben Hassan, the expected heir to his throne. The 
name of this prince was Mahomet Abdalla, or, as he 
has more generally been termed among hfstorians, 
Boai)dil. At his birth, the astrologers, ayccording to 
custom, cast his horoscope: they were seized with 
fear and trembling, when they beheld tl^ fatal por¬ 
tents revealed to their science. “Alla Achbar! God 
is great! ” exclaimed they ; “ he alone controls the 
fate of empires. It is written in the heavens that 

this prince shall sit upon the throne of Granada, but 

* 

tiial thr^ ilownfall of the kijigdom shall he accom¬ 
plished during his reign.” From this time, the prince 
was ever icgardcd with aversion by his felhcr; and 
the scrit s of persecutions \tliich he suirercd, afid the* 
dark prediction which hung over him from his in¬ 
fancy, procured him the surname of El Zogoyhi, or 
‘•the unfortur»itc.” •He is more commonly known 
by the a])pellation of Kl Chico (the younger,) to dis¬ 
tinguish him from an usurping uncle. 

The other favorite <piccn of A ben Hassan was 
liamod Fatima, to \vhich the Moors added the appel¬ 
lation of 1/a Zora}a, or the light of dawn, from her 
cfrulgent beauty. She was a Christian by birth, the 
daughter of the commaiider Sancho Ximcncs dc 
Solis, arid had been taken captive in her tender 
youth.* Tlfc king, \yho was well stricken in years 
at the time, became enamored o6 the blooming* 
Christian maid; he ma*dc her Kis sultana, and, like 


* Cronica del Gran Cardinal, cap. 71. Salazar. 
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most old men who marry in their dotage, resigned 
himself to her management. Zoraya became the 
mother of two princes, and her anxiety for their 
advancement seemed to extinguish every other natu¬ 
ral feeling in her breast. She was as ambitious as 
she was beautiful, and her ruling desire became to 
see one of her sons seated upon the throne of Gra¬ 
nada. For this purpose, she made use of all her 
arts, and of the complete ascendancy she had over 
the mind of her cruel husband, to undermine his 
other children in his atTections, and to fill him with 
jealousies of their designs. Muley Aben fla sau 
was so wrought upon by her machinations, that hf' 
publicly put several of his sons to death, at the cele¬ 
brated fountain of Ijions, in the court of the Alham¬ 
bra,—a place signalized in Moorish history as the 
scen^T of many sanguinary deeds. 

The next measure of Zoraya, was against her 
rival sultana, the virtuous Ayxa. She was past the 
bloom ot her beauty, and had ceased to be attractive 
in the eyes of her husband, die was easily persuaded 
to repudiate her, and to confine her and her son in 
the tower of Cimarcs, one of the principal towers 
of the Alhambra. As Boabdil increased in years, 
Zoraya beheld in him a ivyrmidable obstacle to the 
pretensions of her sons ; for he was universally con¬ 
sidered heir-apparent to the throne. The jealousies, 
'suspicions, and^'alanias^.cJt.his tiger-hearted father, 
were again excited; h ^ was reminded, too, of the 
prediction that fixed the ruin of the kingdom during 
the reign of this prince. Muley Aben Hassan im- 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 


G9 


piously set tbe stars at defiance: “ The svVord of the 
executioner,” said he, “ shall prove the falsehood of 
these lying'horos'copcs, and shall silence the. ambi¬ 
tion. of lioalAlil, as it has the presumption of his 
brothers.” 

The sultana Ayxa*\vas secretly apprized of the 
cruel de.sign of the old rAonarch. She \vq«? a woman 
of talents and courage, and, by means of her female 
•itlcndiints, concerted a plan for the escape of her 
>on. A faithful servant was inbtrucled to wait below 
(he Alhambra, in the dead of the night, on the banks 
of tJie river I^arro, with a fleet Arabian courser. 
'I’he sultana, when the castle was in a state of decj> 
rcpo.se, tied together the shawls and scarfs oC herself 
and her female attendants, and lowered Uk; youthful • 
prince from the tower of Cirnarcs.’*^ fie made his 
way in safety down the steep rocky hill to the b^iiks 
of the Darro, f^^id, throwing Iiimself on the Arabian 
courser, was thus spirited off to the city of Guadix 
in the Alpuxarres. Here he lay for some time con¬ 
cealed, until, gaining adl^ercnts, he fortified himself 
in the place, and set the machinations of his tyrant 
father at defiance. Such was the state of affairs in 
the royal household of Granada,'when Miilcy Abeii 
TIassan returned foiled fr^m his expedition against 
Albania. The faction, which had secretly formed 
among the nobles, determined to depose the old king 
Aben Hassan, and to elevate his son Bouhdil to the 
throne. They conccrtod'iheii iticasures with the 

Salazar.* Cronica del Gran Cardinal, cap. 71, 
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latter, and an opportunity soon presented to put them 
in practice. Muley Aben Hassan had a royal coun¬ 
try palace called Alixares, in the vicinity of Gra¬ 
nada, to* which he resorted occasionally to recreate 
his mind, (juring this time of perplexity. He had 
been passing one day among .its bowers, when, on 
returning to the capital, he' found the gates closed 
against him, and his son Mohammed Abdalla, other¬ 
wise called Boabdil, proclaimed king. “ Allah*Ach- 
bar! God is great!” exclaimed old Muley Aben Has¬ 
san ; it is in vain to contend against what is written 
in the book of fate. It was predestined, that my son 
should sit upon the throne—Allah forefend the rest 
of the prediction!” The old monarch knew the 
^inflammable nature of the Moors, and that it was use¬ 
less to attempt to check any sudden blaze of popular 
passion. A little while,” said he, “ and this rash 
flame will bum itself out, and ^he pcpple when cool 
' will listen to reason.” he turned his steed from 
the gate, and repaired to the city of Baza, where he 
was received with great demonstrations of loyalty. 
He was not a man to give up his throne without a 
struggle. A lai^e part of the kingdom still remained 
faithful to him; he trusted that the conspiracy in the 
capital was but transieni^, and partial, and that by 
suddenly making his appearance in its streets, at the 
head of a moderate force, he should the people 
again into allegiance. He took his measures with 
that combination W'^xlerity and daring which 
formed his character, aftd arrived one night under 
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the walls of Granada, with five hundred chosen fol¬ 
lowers. Scaling the walls of the Alhambra, he threw 
himself with sanguinary fury into its silent courts. 
The slceping'inmates were roused from their repose 
only to fall by the exterminating scimitan The rage 
of Aben Hassan spai*ed neither age, nor rank, nor 
sex; the halls resounded with shrieks and yells, and 
the fountains ran red with blood. The alcaydc, 
Aben Cimixer, retreated to a strong tower, with a 
few of the garrison and inhabitants. The furious 
Aben Hassan did not lose time in pursuing him; he 
was anxious to secure the city, and to wreak his 
vengeance on its rebellious inhabitants. Descending 
with his bloody band into the streetL, he cut down 
the defenceless inhabitants* as^ startled from* their 
sloep, they rushed forth to learn the cause of the 
alarm. The city was soon completely rousedt the 
people flew tc» arms^ lights >blazed in every street, 
revealing the scanty numbe1flf^)f this band, that had 
been dealing such fatal vengeance in the dark. Muley 
Aben Hassan had been mistaken in his conjectures; 
the great mass of the people, incensed by his tyranny, 
were zealous in favor of his son. A violent, but 
transient conflict took place in the streets and squares: 
many of the followers of i4ben Hassan were slain; 
the rest driven out of the city; and the old monarch, 
with the remnant of his band, retreated to his loyal 
City of Malaga. ^ ^ , 

Such was the commencement of those great inter 
nal feuds and jiivisions, which hastened the downfall 
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of Granada. The Moors became separated into two 
hostile factions, headed hy the father apd the son, 
and several bloody encounters took place between 
them: yet they never failed to act with all their sep¬ 
arate force against the Christians, as a common enemy, 
whenever an opportunity occurred. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Royal Kxpedition against Loxd. 

King Ferdinand held a council of war^it CorJov;j, 
where it was deliberated what was to be done with 
Alhama. Most of the council advised that it should 
be demolished, inasmuch as being in the centre of 
the Moorish kingdom, it would be at all times liable 
to attack, and could only be maintained by a power¬ 
ful garrison and at a vast expense. C^iieen Isabelhi 
arrived at Cordova in the midst of the c deliberations, 
and listened to them with •surprise and impatience.* 
“ Wliat!” said she, “shall we destroy tiie first fruits 
of our victories f shall we abandon the tirst pla«c we 
have wrested 6'oin the Moors? Never let us sillier 
such an idea to occupy our mind^. It would give 
new courage to the enemy, arguing fear or ftelilenc^s 
in oiir councils. You talk of the toil and expense of 
maintaining Alhama. Did wc doubt, on undertaking 
this war, that it was to be a war of infinite cost, 
labor, and bloodshed? j^id shall wc shrink from the 
cost, the moment a victory is obtained, and die ques¬ 
tion is merely to guard or abandon its glorious trophy ? 
Let us hear no more about the destruction of Alhama; 
let us maintain its walls sacred, as a strong-hold grant- • 
ed us by heaven, in the* centre of this hostile land; 
and let our onjy consideration bo how to extend our 
conquest, and capture the surrounding cities.'” 

VoL. J. ‘ Ci , 10 
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The language of the queen infused n more lofty 
and chivalrous spirit into the royal council. Prcj)a- 
rations were immediately made to main lain AJhama 
at all risk and expense; and king Fcrdina'nd appointed 
as alcayde JL^nis Fernandez PiktIo Cancro, Senior 
of the house of Palma, supported hy Diego Ijopcz 
dc Ayola, Pero Ruiz de Alarcon, and Alonzo Ortis, 
captains of four hundred lances, and a body of one 
thousand foot; supplied with provisions for three 
months. 

Ferdinand resolved also to lay siege to Loxa, a 
city of great strength, at no great distance from Al- 
hama. For this purpose, he called upon all the 
cities and towns of Andalusia and K«*tramadura, and 
‘the domains of the order? of Santiago, Calatrava, and 
Alcantara, and of the priory of St. Juan, and the 
king«’oin of Toledo, and beyond to the cities of Sala¬ 
manca, Tcro, and Valladolid, to furnish, according to 
their repartimientos or allotments, a ccitain quantity 
of bread, wine, and cattle, to he delivered at tlic 
royal camp before Tjoxa, on/i-half at the end of June, 
and one-half in July. These lands, also, logclhcr 
with Biscay and CJuipiscoa, were ordered to send 

reinforcements of horse and foot, each town furnish 

« 

ing its quota; and great dijigenco was used in provid¬ 
ing bombards, powder, and other warlike munitions. 

The Moors were no less active in l|icir prepara¬ 
tions, and sent, missives into Africa, entreating sup¬ 
plies, and calling itpon the Barbary princes to aid 
them in this war of the faith, 'i'o intercept all succor, 
the Castilian sovereigns stationed an armada of ships 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 


75 


and galleys in the Straits of Gibraltar, under the com¬ 
mand of Marlin Diaz dc Mina and Carlos dc Valera, 
with orders to scour the liarbary coast, and sweep 
every Moorisli sail from the sea.# * 

While these preparations were making) Ferdinand 
made an incursion, atfthc head of his army, into the 
kingdom of Granada, anJ laid waste the vega, destroy¬ 
ing its hamlets and villages, ravaging its fields of grain, 
and driving away the cattle. 

It was about the end of June, that king Ferdinand 
departed fiom Cordova, to sit down before the walla 
of Loxa. So confident was he of sivcess, that he 
left a great part of the army at Ecija, and advanced 
with but five thousand cavalry and ight thousand 
infantry. The marques of*Cadiz, a warrior as wise* 
as he was valiant, remonstrated against employing so 
small a force, and indeed was opposed to the meisurc 
altogether,as being utAlcrlakcn precipiUt and with¬ 

out sufficient preparation. King Fci Jinand, however, 
was inducnced by the counsel of Don Diego dc 
Mcrlo, and was eager to«lrikc a brilliant and decided 
blow. A vain-glorious confidence prevailed, about 
this time, among the Spanish cavaliers; they over¬ 
rated their own prowess.^or rather they undervalued 
and despised their encmyi Many of them believed 
that the Moors would scarcely remain in their city, 
when they the Christian troops advancing to as¬ 
sail it. The Spanish chivalry, thci;eforc, marched . 
gallantly and fearlessly? and almost carelessly, over 
the border, scantily supplied with the things needful 
for a besieging army, in the heart of an enemy's 
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c'ountij. In the same negligent and confident spiritf 
they took up their station before Loxa. 

The country around was broken and hilly, so that 
it was cltremcly ditricult to form combined camp. 
'Fbe river Xcnil, which runs by the town, was com¬ 
pressed between high banks, and so deep as to be 
fordable wi.lh extreme di/liciilt}; and (be Moors had 
possession of the bridge. The king pitched bis tents 
in a plantation of olives, on the banks of the n\cr; 
the troops were di>lril)uted in dbrerent eneainpmcnts 
on (!)c heights, but .separated from each eMier by deep 
rocky ravines, so as to be incapable of yielding each 
other prompt a=5sislanco. There was no room for the 
operation of the cavalry. 'J'hc artillci}, also, wab so 
'injudioiously placed, as tc be almost entirely useless. 
Alonzo of Arragon, duke of Vihahermo^a, and iUe- 
pitiinele brother of the king, \ present t the siege, 
and d'^'approved of the whole af iange»*>i it. lie was 
one of the most able generals of his time, and es¬ 
pecially Venowned for his skill in battering fortified 
])laccs. lie recommended that the whole dispo-sition 
of the camp should be c.*ianged, and that several 
bridges should ])e thrown across the river. Ills ad\ icc 
was adopted, but slowlv an^ negligcntl} followed, so 
that it was rendered of no ?vail. Amon" other over- 
siglits in this hasty and negligent expedition, the army 
had no supply of baked bread; and, in the hurry of 
. encampment, there was no time to erect furnaces, 
(^akes were Ihercfon; hastily lYiadc, and baked on the 
coals, and for two days tHe troops were supplied in 
this irregular way. 
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King Ferdinand felt, too late, the insecurity of his 
position, and endeavored to provide a temporary 
remedy. There was a height near the city, called 
by the Mooi's Santo Albohacci), which wais in front 
of the bridge. ITe ordered several of his post valiant 
cavaliers to take possession of this height and to hold 
it as a check upor the dnerny and a prol^tion to the 
camp. The cavaliers chosen for this distinguished 
and perilous post, were, the marques of Cadiz, the 
marques of Villena, Don Roderigo Tellez Giron, 
Master of Calatrava, his brother the count of Urefia, 
and Don Alonzo do Aguilar. These valiant warriors, 
and tried companions in arms, led their troops wnth 
alacrity to the height, which soon griiercd with the 
array of arms, and was graced by several of tlvj most* 
redoubtable pennons of warlike Spain. 

liOxa was commanded at this time by an old Moor¬ 
ish alcayde, w)iose daughter was the favorite wife of 
Boahdil cl Chico. The name of this Moor was 
Ibrahim Ali Atar, but he was generally known among 
the Spaniards as Alatay. He had grerwn gray in 
border warfare, was an, implacable enemy of the 
Christians, and his name had long been the terror of 
the frontier. lie was in the ninetieth year of his 
age, yet indomitable in spirit, fiery in Ins passions, 
sinewy and powerful in fiame, deeply versed in war¬ 
like stratagep, and accounted the best lance in all 

Mauritania. lie had three thousand horsemen under 

% 

his command, votcraiv froops, \vith whom he had 
often scoured the borders; 'and he daily expected the 
old Moorish Icing, with reinforcements. 

• G2 
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Old Ali Atar had watched from his fortress every 
movement of the Christian armj", and had exulted in 
all the errors of its commanders: when he beheld 
the flower of SpanisJi chivalry, glilteridg about the 
height of Aljbohaccn, his eye flashed with exultation, 
*‘I3y the aid of Allah,” said he, “1 will give those 
pranking cavaliers a rouse.” * 

Ali Atar, privately, and by night, sent forth a large 
body of his chosen troops, to lie in ambush near one 
of the skirts of Albohaccn. On the fouith day of the 
siege, he sallied across the bridgf*, and made a feint 
attack upon the height. The cavaliers rn‘'hcd im- 
])etuously forth to meet him, leaving their encamp¬ 
ment almost unprotected. Ali Atar wheeled and 
^led, aAid was hotly pur&ied. When the Christian 
cavaliers had been drawn a considerable distance 
fromctlicir encampment, they beard a vast ?liout be¬ 
hind them, and, looking round, Veheid,tJicir encamp¬ 
ment assailed by the Moorish force which had been 
placed in^ambnsh, and which bad ascended a diflerent 
side of the' hill, 'J'hc cavaliers desisted from the 
j)ursuit, and hastened to prevent the plunder of their 
tents, Ali Alar, in his turn, wdicelcd and pursued 
them; and they were attacked in front and rear, on 
the summit of the hill, ^fhe contest lasted for an 
hour; the height of Albohacen was red with blood; 
many brave cavaliers fell, expiring amojig heaps of 
.the enemy. Thp tierce Ali Atar fought with the fury 
of a demon, until Ihfc arrival of more Christian forces 
compelled him to retreat hilo the city. The severest 
^oss to the Christians, in this skirmish, was that of 
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Roderigo Tellez Giron, Master of Calatrava. As he 
was raising his arm to make a blow, an arrow pierced 
him, just beneath the shoulder, at the open part of 
the corselet.* lie fell instantly/rorn his horse, but 
was caught by Pedro Gasca, a cavalier of^Avila, who 
conveyed him to his tent, where he died. The king 
and 'juecn, and the wfiole kingdom, rnpurned bis 
death, for he was in the freshness of liis }outh, being 
bill lwen<)-four years of ago, and had proved liini'-elf 
a gallant and high-minded cavalier. A melancholy 
grou[) collected about his corse, on the liloody height 
of Alhohacen: the knights of Calatrava mourned him 
as a commander; the cavaliers who were cncampc'd 
on the height, lamented him as their i ompanion in 
arms, in a service of peril; while the count dc Urena' 
grieved over him with the tender atfection of a brother. 

King Ferdinand now perceived the wisdom cyf the 
o])inion of the, marques of Cadiz, and that his force 
was quite insutiicient for the enterprise. To continue 
his camp in its present unfortunate positio^i, would 
cost him the lives of hig bravest cavalic’rs, if not a 
total defeat, in case of reipforcements to the enemy, 
lie called a council of war, late in the evening of 
Saturday; and it was determined to withdraw the 
army, early the next moijiing, to Rio Frio, a short 
distance from the city, and there wait for additional 
troops from pordova. 

The next morning^ early, the cjvalicrs on the , 
height of Alhohacen bca:ah to strike their tents. No 
rooner did Ali Atar behold 41118, than he sallied forth 
to attack theni. Many of the chri&tian troops, who 
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had not heard of the intention to change the camp, 
seeing the tents struck and tlic Moors sallying forth, 
supposed that the enemy had been reinforced in the 
night, ami that the a^-my was on the point of retreat¬ 
ing. Withput stopping to ascertain the truth, or to 
receive orders, they fled in dismay, spreading confu¬ 
sion through the camp; nor did they hall until they 
had reached the Rock of the Lovers, about seven 
leagues from Jyoxa.* 

The kinij and his commanders saw the imminent 
peril of the moment, and made face to the Moors, 
each commander guarding his (juarter and rejjelling 
all assaults, while the tents were struck and the ar¬ 
tillery and ammunition convejed awa}. The king, 
"with A handful of cavaliers, galloped to a rising 
ground, exposed to the fire of the cnem}, calling 
npom the flying troops and endeavoring in \ain to 
rally them. Setting upon thoi Moo|:s, he and liis 
cavaliers charged them so vigorously, that they pul 
a squadron to flight, slaying many with their swords 
and lances, and driving Olivers into the river, where 
they were drowned. The Moors, however, were 
soon reinforced, and returned in great numbers. 
The king was in danger of being surrounded, and 
twice owed his safety .o the valor of Don Juan de 
Ribera, Senior of Monternayor. 

The marques of Cadiz beheld, from a.distancc, the 
peril of his sovereign. Summoning about seventy 
horsemen to folloVv him, ne galloped to the spot. 


* Pulg^ar. Cronica, 
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threw himself between the king and the enemy, and, 
hurling his lance, transpierced one of the most daring 
of the JVIoor«. For some time, he remained with no 
other weapon than his sword; hisdiorse was ^)l^oundcd 
b) an arrow, and many of his followers sliin; but he 
succeeded in beating off the Moors, and rescuing the 
Ling from imminent jeopardy, whom he tlxjn prevail¬ 
ed upon to retire to less dangerous ground. 

^J"he marques continued, throughout the day, to 
expose himcelf to the repeated assaults of the enemy; 
he was ever found in the place of the greatest dan¬ 
ger, and through his bravery’^ a great part of the army 
and camp was preserved from destruciion.'*^ 

It was a perilous day for the com*" iriders; for in 
a retreat of the kind, it is the noblest cavaliers who 
most expose themselves to save their people. The 
duke of Medina Ccli was struck to the ground^ but 
rescued by hii troops. The count de Tcndilla, 
whose tents were nearest to the city, received several 
wounds, and various other cavaliers of the most dis- 
tinjjiiished note were evposcd to fearful jeopardy, 
'riie whole day was passf^d in bloody skirmishings, 
ill which the hidalgos and cavaliers of the roy,al 
household distinguished themselves by their bravery; 
at length, the cncampmcnjp being all broken np, and 
most of the artillery and baggage removed, the bloody 
height of Albphaccn was aUindoncd, and the neigh 
boi5iood of Lo\a evacuated. Several tents, a quan¬ 
tity of provisions, and a'fcw piccds of artillery, were 


^ Cura dc los ^alacios, c. 58. 
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led upon the spot, from the want of horses and mules 
to carry them off. 

All Atar hung upon the rear of the retiring arm}, 
and harassed it until jt reached Ru) FrioJ from thence 
Ferdinand Returned to Cordova, deeply mortilied, 
though greatly beiicfitcd, hy tho.sevc‘re lesson he had 
received, \\jiich served to render him more cautious 
in his campaigns and more diflident of fortune, fie 
sent letters to all part**, excusing his retreat, imputing 
it to the small number of his forces, and the circum¬ 
stance that many of them were quotas sent from 
various cities, and not in ro}al pay; in the mean 
time, to console his troo])s for their disappointment, 
and to keep up their spirits, he led them upon an- 
-olhcr viroad to lay waste<ithe vega of Crauada. 
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, CHAPTER XI. 

Horn Mulcy Ahen Hassan made a foray irfto the lands 
of Medina Sidonib, and how he was received, 

ts 

Old Muley Abcn Ilassan had mustered an army, 
and marched to the relief of Loxa; hut arrived too 
late—the last squadron of Ferdinand had already 
passed over the border. “They have eomc and 
gone,” said he, “ like a summer cloud, and all their 
vaunting has been mere empty thunder.” lie turned 
to make another attempt upon Alhan i, the garrison 
of which was in tlic utmost consternation at the' 
rc'treat of Ferdinand, and would have deserted the 
])Iace, had it not been for the courage and perseve¬ 
rance of the al<ja)dc J^uis Fernandez Puerto Carrero. 
That brave and lojal commander cheered up the 
spirits of his men, and kept the old Moorish king at 
ha}, until the approach pf Ferdinand, on*his second 
incursion into the vega, c\hligod him to make an un¬ 
willing retreat to Malaga. 

Muley Ahen Hassan felt that it would be in vain, 
with his inferior force, to oppose the powerful army 
of the Christian monarch; but to remain idle and see 
his territoric^s laid w^aste, would ruin him in the esti- 
eaation of his people. “ If vve canyot parry,” said , 
he, “ we can strike; if \Vc cannotTcccp our own lands 
from being ravaged, vve crfli ravage the lands of the 
enemy.” He inquired and learnt that most ofi'ithe 
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chivaliy of Andalusia, in their eagerness for n foray, 
had marched off with the king, and left their own 
country almost defenceless. The tcrritbrics of tlic 
duke ofJVledina Sidpnia were particularly unguarded: 
here werc^ vast plains of pasturage, covered with 
flocks and herds—the very country for a hasty in¬ 
road. The old monarch had a bitter grudge against 
the duke, for having foiled him at Alhama. ^^Tll 
give this cavalier a lesson,” said he, exultiriglj, “that 
will cure him of his love of campaigning.” So he 
2 )rcpared in all haste for a foray into the country 
about Medina Sidonia. 

Mulcy Aben ilassan sallied out of Malaga wdth 
fifteen hundred horse and six thousand foot, and took 
• the w^y by the sca-coast„i;narching through Estiponia, 
and entering the Christian country between Gibraltar 
and ^Castcllar. The only person that was likely to 
molest him on this route, was pne Pedro de Vargas; 
a shrewd, hardy, and vigilant soldicM*, alcayde of 
Gibraltar, and who lay ensconced in his old warrior 
rock as in a citadel. Mulcy Aben ilassan knew 
the watchful and daring character of the man, but 
had ascertained that his garrison was too small to 
enable him to make a sally, or at least to insure him 
any success. Still he pursued his march, with great 
silence and caution; sent parties in advance, to ex* 
plore every pass where a foe might lie in ambush; 
cast many an anxious eye towards the old rock of 
Gibraltar, as its elm d-capped summit was seen tow¬ 
ering in the distance on his left; nor did he feel cn- 
tio&ly at casc^ until he bad passed through the broken 
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and mountainous country of Castcllar, and descended 
into the plains. Here he encamped on the L>M)ks of 
the Cclcinin. From hence he sent four hundred 
corredors, of fleet hoi*semcny armed with laitees, who 
^^cre to statiOii themselves near Al^e/jir.is, and to 
Keep a strict watch atross the bay, uj)on the oj»pobitc 
fortress of Gibraltar. If the alcalde nitempted to 
F.iily foilh, they were to waylay and attack liini, be¬ 
ing almost four times iiis supposed force; and were 
to send swift tidings to (lie camp. In the mean time, 
two hundred corredors were s-ent to scour that vast 
plain called the Campiila dc Tarifa, abounding with 
flocks and herds; and two hundred more were to 
ravage the lands about Medina Ionia. Miiley 
A ben [fassan icmained w>(li (he main body»of the* 
army, as a rall^ ing point, on the b.mks of the Ccleinin. 

The foraging parties scoured the country tc»sueli 
cfTec't, that ih^y eante dri\ing vast flocks and herds 
bcfoie them, enough to supply the place of all that 
had been swept from the vega of Granada. 'Ilic 
troops which had kept ^j^atcli upon the rock of Gib¬ 
raltar, returned with word that they had not seen a 
chi ibtian helmet stirring. The old king eongratulaicd 
himself upon the secrecy^and promptness with \%hieh 
he had conducted his fora^*, and upon having baffled 
the vigilance of Pedro dc Vargas. 

Muley Ahipn Ilassnn had not been so secret as he 
imagined; the watchful Pedro dc Vargas had received • 
notice of his iriovcmentst His garrison was barely 
Siiflicicnt for the defence of the place, and he feared 
to take the field and leave his fortress unguarded. 
VoL. I. • II 
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Luckily, at this juncture, there arrived in the harbor 
of Gibraltar a squadron of the armed galleys stationed 
in the Strait, and commanded by Carlos de Valera. 
The alcayde imme^'^iately prevailed ifpon him to 
guard the place during his absence, and <;a11ied forth 
at midnight with seventy horse. He made for the 
town of Caetellar, which is strongly posted on a steep 
height, knowing that the Moorish king would have 
to return by this place. He ordered alarm-fires to 
be lighted upon the mountains, to give notice that 
the Moors were on the ravage, that the peasants 
might drive their flocks and herds to places of refuge; 
and he sent couriers, riding like mad, in every direc¬ 
tion, summoning the fighting men of the neighborhood 
to me€t him at Castellar. 

Muley Aben Hassan saw, by the fires blazing about 
the Hiountains, that the country was rising. lie struck 
his tents, and pushed forward i*s rapidly as possible' 
for the border; but he was incumbered with booty, 
and with'the vast cavalgada swept from the pastures 
of the Campifia de Tarifa. His scouts brought him 
word that there were troops in the field, but he made 
light of the intelligence, knowing that they could 
only be those of the "Icayde of Gibraltar, and tha 
he had not more than a hundred horsemen in his gar¬ 
rison. He threw in advance two hundred and fifty 
of his bravest troops, and with them the alcaydes of 
Marabella and Casares. Behind this vanguard was 
a great cavalgada of cattle; and in the rear marched 
the king, with the main fbrcc of his little army. 

It was near the middle of a sultry summer day, 
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tliat they approached Castellar. De Vargas was on 
the watch, and beheld, by an immense cloud of dust, 
tliat they \’^ere descending one of the heights of that 
wild and broken country. Thg vanguard ^iid rear 
guard were above half a league asunder, with the 
ca\algada between them; and a long and close forest 
hid them from each other. De Vaigas saw that the> 
could render but little assistance to each other in 
case of a sudden attack, and might be easily thrown 
in confusion. He chose fiit^ of his bravest hor«!einen, 
and, making a circuit, took his post secretly in a 
narrow glen opening into a defile between two rock> 
heights, through which the Moors had to pas«. H 
was his intention to sutler the van uard and the 


cavalgada to pass, and to fi\)l upon the rear. , 
While thus lying perdue, six Moorish scouts, well 
mounted and well armed, entered the glen, ex^min 
ing every place that [night conceal an enemy. S m’c 
of the Christians advised that they should '-Ia} llie^e 
six men, and retreat to Gibraltar. “ No,”.said De 


Vardas, “ I have come out for higher <gamc than 
these; and I hope, by the aid of God and Santiago, 


to do good work this day. 1 know these Moors well, 
and doubt not but that they may readily be thrown 


into confusion.^^ 


By this time, the six hoAemen approached so near 
that they were on the point of discovering the Chris¬ 
tian ambush! De Vargas gave the word, and ten 
horsemen rushed forth «pon tl>emf in an instant, 
four of the Moors rolled ip the dust; the other t>^o 
put spurs to their steeds, and fled towards their arm\, 
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pursued by Ihc ten chrlslians. About eighty of the 
Moorish vanguard came galloping to the relief of 
tlieir companions; the Christians turned, and fled 
towards,their amb^ish. Dc Vardas Itfcpt his men 
concealed, ^until the fugitives and tlioir pursutTS 
came clattering pell-mell into fhc glen. At a signal 
trumpet, his men sallied fotth with great heal and 
ill close array. The Moors almost rushed upon 
their weapons, before they perceived them; forly of 
the iniidels were overthrown, the rest turned their 
bacis. “ Forvvard !” cried De Vargas; “ let us give 
the vanguard a brush, before it can be joined by the 
rear.” So saj ing, he pursued the (1) ing Moors down 
hill, and came with such force and fury upon the 
•advance guard as to overturn many of them at the 
first encounter. As he wheeled otf w^h his men, 
tlic {doors discharg e I their J ' jces; n; j %oiich he 
roi o’ncd to the charge, and iifadc yeat slau‘\htcr, 
Ttie Moors fought valiantly for a short time, until the 
alcaydes, of Marabella and Casares wore slain, when 
they gave way and fled for tjic rear guard. In their 
lliglit, they passed through the cavalgada of cattle^ 
threw the whole in confusion, and raised such a cloud 
of dust that the Christians could no longer distinguish 
objects. Fearing that the’king and the main body 
might be at hand, and finding that Dc Vargas was 
badly wounded, they contented themselves with de¬ 
spoiling the slain and taking above twenty-eight 
horses, and then retreated to^Castellar. 

When the routed Moers came flying back upon 
the rear guard, Muley Aben Hassati feared that the 
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people of Xeres were in arm®. Se\ cral of his fol¬ 
lowers advised him to abandon the cavalgada, and 
retreat by another road. “ No,” said the old king, 
“ he is no true soldier who givt^s up his booty with¬ 
out fighting.” Putting spurs to his horSe, he gallop¬ 
ed forward through the centre of the cavalgada, 
driving the cattle to the right and left. When he 
reached the field of battle, he found it strewed wjth 
the bodie-s of upwards of one hundred Moors, among 
which were thobc of the two alcaydes. Enraged at 
the sight, he summoned all his cross-bow-men and 
tavalry, pushed on to the very gates of Castellar, and 
set fire to two houses close to the w alls. Pedro de 
Vargas was too severely wounded to sally forth in 
person; but he ordered odt his troops, and thTerc was 
briNk skirmishing under the walls, until the king drew 
off and returned to the scene of the recent encefunter. 
Here he had the boBies of the principal warriors laid 
across mules, to be interred honorablj at Malaga; 
the rest of the slain were buried on the fielrf of battle. 
"Jlien, gathering together the scattered cavalgada, lu* 
paraded it slowly, in an hnmensc line, past the walls 
of Castellar, by way of taunting his foe. • 

With all his fierceness, old Muley Aben Hassan 
had a gleam of warlike icourtesy, and admired the 
hardy and soldierlike character of Pedro de Vargas, 
lie summoned two c[iristian captives, and demanded 
•what were the revenues^of the ^Icayde of Gibraltar * 
They told him that, among other things, he was en 
titled to one put of every drove of cattle that passed 
his boundaries. “ Allah forbid,” cried the old mon- 

’ H2 • 12 
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arch, “ that so brave a cavalier should be defrauded 
of ills dues/’ • 

He immediately chose twelve of the/inest cattle, 
from the twelve droves whicli formed the cavalgada. 
These he gave in charge to an alfaqui, to deliver to 
Pedro dc Vargas. “Tell him*,” said he, “that I 
crave his pardon for not having sent these cattle 
sooner; hut I have this moment learnt the nature of 
his rights, and 1 hasten to satisfy them, with the 
punctuality due to so worthy a cavalier. Tell him, 
at the same time, that I had no idea the alcalde of 
Gibraltar was so active and vigilant in collecting his 
tolls.” 

, The brave alcayde relished the stern soldierlike 
pleasantry of the old Moorish monarch. IJe ordered 
a rich silken vest, and a scarlet mantle, to be given 
to the alfaqui, and dismissed him with great courtesy. 

Tell his majesty,” said he, “ that 1 Viss his hands 
for the honor he has done me, and regret that my 
scanty force^^has not permitted me to give him a more 
signal reception, on his coming into these ])arts. Had 
three hundred horsemen, whom I have been promis¬ 
ed ‘from Xercs* arrived in time, I might have served 
up an entertainment more befitting such a monarch. 
1 trust, however, they vvilK arrive in the course of 
the night, in which case his majesty may be sure of 
a royal regale at the dawning.” 

Mulcy Aben !ilas»an should his head, when he re¬ 
ceived the reply of Dc ^Vargas. “Allah preserve 
us,” said he, “ from any visitation of thcvie hard riders 
of Xercs! a handful of troops, acquainted with the 
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wild passes of these mountains, may destroy an army 
cnciiinbcrctLas ours is with booty.” 

Tt was soin^ relief to the king, however, to learn 
that the hardy alcayde of Gibraltar was too severely 
wounded to take the field in person. He itnmediately 
beat a retreat, with airspeed, before tlie close of day 
luirrjing with such precipitation, that thc!*ca\aJ.>ada 
was fie(|uently broken, and scattered aniong the 
lUgged defiles of the mountains; and above five thou- 
•-and of the cuttle turned back, and were regained by 
the Christian*?. Muley Aben llassan returned tn- 
uinphantly with the residue to Mrilaga, glorying in 
the spoils of the duke of Medina Sidonia. 

King Ferdinand was mortified at tindijig his incur 
Sion into the vega of Granada counterbalanced by 
this inroad into his dominions, and saw that there 
were two sides to the game of war, as to all dlher 
games. Tlie only on? who reaped real glory, in this 
senes of inroads and skirmishings, was Pedro de 
Vargas, the stout alcalde of Gibraltar."^ 


* Alonzo de PalAieca, 1. 28. Cr 3. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

• % 

Foray of Spanish cavaliers among tin mountains 

of Malaga. 

The fofey of old Mule} Abcn Ilasban had touched 
the pride of the Andalubian chivalry, and the} (h- 
termined on retaliation. For this purpose, a number 
of the most distinouished cavaliers assembled at 
Antiquera, in the month of March, 1483. The lead¬ 
ers of the enterprise were, the gallant marques of 
Cadi/; Don Pedro Heniiquez, adelantado of Aiid.i 
1 Libia; Don Juan de Silva, count of Cifuentcs, and 
bearer of the royal standard, who commanded in 
Sev ille; Don Alonzo de Cardevas, Master of tht 
religious and military order of Santiago; and Don 
Alonzo de Aguilar. Several other Cavaliers of nok 
hastened to take part in the enterprise; and in a 
little while, about twenty-seven hundred horse, anti 
several companies of footj were assembled within 
the old warlike city of'Antiquera, comprising tin 
vtjry flower 6f Andalusian chivalry. 

A council of war *held by the chiefs, to dc 
termine in what quarter*they should strike a blow. 
The rival Moorish kings were waging civil war with 
each other, in the vicinity.of Gran'ada; and the 
whole country lay open tp inroads. Various plans 
were proposed by the djflerent cavaliers. The mar¬ 
ques of Cadiz was desirous of scaling the walls of 
Zahara, and regaining possession of that important 
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fortress. The. Master of Santiago, however, suggested 
a wider range and a still more important object. He 
had received information from his adalides, who 
were apostate Moors, that an uicursion nvight he 
safely made into a mountainous region ne^ir Malaga, 
called the Axarquia. .Here were valleys of pasture 
land, well stocked with flocks and herds;^and tiK're 
were numerous villages and hamlets, wdiich would 
he an easy prc). The city of Malaga was too weakl> 
garrisoned, and had too few cavalry, to send forih 
a.iy force in opposition; nay, he added, they might 
oven extend their ravages to its very gates, and [‘cr- 
adventure carry that wealthy place by sudden ns- 
sault. 

'I’hc adventurous spirits of the cavaliers we^e in- 
named by this suggestion; in their sanguine confi¬ 
dence, they already beheld Malaga in their power, 
and they were eager for the enterprise. The mar¬ 
ques of Cadiz endeavored to interpose n little cool 
caution, lie likewise had apostate adalidc^, the 
most intelligent and experienced on lhi> borders; 
among these, he placed especial reliance on one 
named Luis Ainar, who knew all the mountains and 
valleys of the country. lie had received from him 
a particular account of thCsc mountains of the Axar- 
quia.* Their savage and Broken nature was a sutli- 

■ ■ Puliyar, in IiL Chroniclfe, reverses the case, and makes tha 
marques of Cadiz rccommcn^ ^ho expedition 1o the Axarquia 
hut Fray Antonio Agapida is supported in his statcnient by tliat 
iw.* t veracious and contemporary chronicler, Andres BeAaldes. 
curate of Los Palacios. 
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cient defence for the tierce people who inhabited 
them, who, manning their rocks, and their tremen¬ 
dous passes, which were often nothing more than tin' 
deep dr^ beds of torrents, might '^^et whole armies at 
defiance. Pven if vanquished, they alForded no spoil 
to the victor. Their houses \yere little better than 
bare walls^, and they wouW drive otF their «5cant} 
flocks and herds to the fa&tnesscs of the mountain'*. 

The sober counsel of the marques, however, wa^ 
overruled. The cav'ahers, accustomed to mountain 
warfare, considered themselves and their horses eijiial 
to any wild and rugged expedition, and were flu'^hcd 
with the idea of terminating their foray by a brilliant 
assault upon Malaga. 

Leaving all heavy basgage at Antiquera, and all 
such as had horses too weak for this mountain scram¬ 
ble,, they set forth, full of spirit and confidence. Don 
Alonzo de Aguilar, and the adflantado of Andalusia, 
led the squadron of advance. The count of Cifu- 
entes followed, with certain of the chivalry of Se¬ 
ville. Then came the battalion of the most valiai^l 
Roderigo Ponce de Leon, marques of Cadiz: he 
was accomp^ied by several of his brothers and 
nephews, and many cavaliers, who sought distinction 
under his banner; and this family band attracted 
universal attention and a{)plause, as they paraded in 
martial state through the streets of Antiquera. The 
rear guard was led by Don Alvjnzo Cardenas, Master 
of Santiago, and was composed of the knights of hJs 
order, and the cavaliers of Ecija, with certain mcn- 
at-arm's of the Holy Brotherhood, vthom the kini: 

* * C* 
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had placed under his command. The arm} was at¬ 
tended by a great train of mules, laden with provi- 
''ions for a &w days’ supply, until they should be 
nble to forage*among the Moorish villages. • Never 
did a more gallant and self-confident little army tread 
<hc earth. It was composed of men full of health 
and vigor, to whom war was a pastime and delight. 
Tliey had spared no expense in their equipments, for 
never was the pomp of war carried to a higher pitch 
than among the proud chivalry of Spain. Cased in 
armor richly inlaid and embossed, decked with rich 
•-urcoats and waving plumes, and superbly mounted 
on Andalusian steeds, they pranced out of Antiquera 
with banners flying, and their various ‘ovices and 
armorial bearings ostentatiausly displayed; afld in 
(lie confidence of their hopes, promised the inhab¬ 
itants to enrich them with the spoils of Malaga. • 

In the rear gf this* warlike pageant, followed a 
peaceful band, intent upon profiting by the anticipa¬ 
ted victories. They were not the customary.vsTretches 
that hover about armies# to plunder and* strip the 
dead, but goodly and substantial traders from Seville, 
C^ordova, and other cities of traffic.* They rode 
'-leek mules, and wore clgid in goodly mimeui, with 
long leathern purses at the^ girdles, well filled with 
pistoles and other golden coin. They had heard of 
the spoils w^ted by the soldiery at the capture of 
VHiama, and were provided with moneys to buy up 
(he jewels and precious "stones, the Axssels of gold 
iiul silver, and^ the rich silk's and cloths, that should 
form the plunder of Malaga. The proud cavaliers 



96 


A CHRONICLE OF 


eyed these sons of traffic Avilh great disdain, but per- 
nritted them to follow for the convenience of the 
troops, who might otherwise be overburthened witli 
booty. , ^ • 

It had l,)ecn intended to condaci this expedition 
with great celerity and seerpej ; but the noise of 
their preparations had alrciidy reached tlie city of 
]\[alaga. The garrison, it is true, Avas weak ; hut it 
possessed a commander who was himself a host. 
This was Muley Abdallali, commonly called El Za- 
gal, or the valiant, lie was }oungor brother of Mu- 
ley A ben llassan, and general of the few forces 
which remained faithful to the old monarch. lie 
possessed equal fierceness of spirit with his brother, 
and surpassed him in craft and vigilance. IIis very 
name was a war-cry among his soldier), who had the 
mo^t extravagant opinion of his prowess. 

El Zagal suspected that Mivlaga was the object of 
this noisy expedition. He consulted with old Bexir, 
a veteran Moor, who governed the city. “ If this 
army of marauders should, reach Malaga,” ^-aid he, 
“ we should hardly be abje to keep them without its 
walls. I wijl throw myself, with a small force, into 
the rnounlnins; rouse the peasantry, take posscsi-ion 
of the passes, and enueavor to gi\e these Spanish 
cavaliers sufficient entertainment upon the road.” 

It wasj>n a Wednesday, that the pranking army of 
liigh-mcttlcd warriors issued Torth from the ancient 
gates of Antique'i’a. Th6y marched all day and 
night, making their way, secretly as they supposed, 
through the passes of the mountains. As the tract 
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of country they intended to maraud was far in the 
Moorish territories, near the coast of the Mediterra¬ 
nean, they did not arrive there until late in the fol¬ 
lowing day. ill passing through these stern rfnd lofty 
mountains, their path was often along tho bottom of 
a barranco, or deej^ rocky valley, with a scanly 
stream dashing along it,’ among the loose rocks and 
stones, whicli it had broken and rolled down, in the' 
time of its autumnal violence. Sometimes their i oad 
was a mere rambla, or dry bed of a torrent, cut deep 
into the mountains, and filled with their shattertd 
fragments. These barrancos and rambla- were ov(‘i- 
hung by immense chfis and precipices; forming the 
lurking-places of ambuscades, during he wars be¬ 
tween the Moors and bpiaiiards, as in afier*tiines 
they have become the favorite haunts of robbers to 
.vayla^ the unfortunate traveller. • 

As the sun ^ent down, the cavaliers came to a 
’oft} part of the mountains, commanding to the right 
a distant glimpse of a pait of the fair vega df Mala¬ 
ga, with the blue MeditmTanean beyond; and tlu'y 
hailed it with exultation, asa glimpse of the pronii.sed 
land. \s the night clor>ed in, they reached the cIkmii 
of little valleys and hamlets, locked up among the-»c 
rocky heights, and known^ among the Mooi*s hj th<^ 
name of the Axarquia. Here their v’^auiiting hopes 
were dcstinei} to meet with the tirst disajipointinent. 
The inhabitants had heard of their jvpproach ; they 
had conveyed away thbiV cattle and effect'-, and, 
with their wives and childitju, had taken refuge in 
the tovv'^ers antf fastnesses of the mountains. 

Vo». 1. • I . 13 
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Enraged at their disappointment, the troops set hre 
to the deserted houses, and pressed forward, hoping 
for better fortune as thej advanced. Don Alonzo 
de Aguilar, and thee other cavaliers in the vanguard, 
spread out (their forces to lay waste the country; 
capturing a few lingering herds of cattle, with the 
Moorish peasants who werd driving them to some 
place of safety. 

While this marauding party carried fire and sword 
m the advance, and lit up the mountain clifls with 
the dames of the hamlets, the Master of Santiago, 
who brought up the rear guard, maintained strict 
order, keeping his knights together in martial array, 
ready for attack or defence, should an enemy appear. 
The men-at-arms of the <Holy Brotherhood attempt¬ 
ed to roam in quest of booty; but he called them 
back', and rebuked them severely. 

At length they came to a part o( the mountain 
completely broken up by barrancos and ramblas, of 
V ast depth, and shagged with rocks and precipices. 
It was impossible to maintain the order of march; 
the horses had no room foi? action, and were scarcely 
manageable, having to scramble from rock to rock, 
and up and down frightful declivities, w^herc theic 
was scarce footing for a mountain goat. Passing by 
a burning village, the light of ihe dames revealed 
their perplexed situation. The Moofs, who had 
taken refuge a watch-tower on an impending 
height, shouted wfth exultktion, when they looked 
down upin these glistening cavaliers struggling and 
stumbling among the rocks. Sallying forth from their 
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lower, they took possession of the clifP* which over¬ 
hung the ravine, aiid hurled darts and stones upon 
the enem^. It was with the utmost grief of heart 
that the good Master of Santiago beheld hh brav c 
men falling like helpless victims around him, without 
the means of resistance or revenge. The confusion 
of his followers was increased by the shouts of the 
Moors, multiplied by the echoes of ever} crag and 
clifT, as if they were surrounded b} inmimerable 
foes. Being entirely ignorant of the country, in then 
struggles to extricate themselves they plunged into 
other glens and defiles, wdicre they were still more 
exposed to danger. In this extremity, the master ot 
Santiago dispatched messengers in seai ii of succor. 
The marques of Cadiz, likt a loyal companit)n in 
arms, hastened to his aid with his cavalry; his ap¬ 
proach checked the assaults of the enemy, and* the 
Master was at kmgth senabled to exlrlct^^c hi^ troo])^ 
from the defile. 

In the mean time, Don Alonzo de Aguilar ^nd his 
companions, in their cagor advance, had likewise got 
entangled in deep glens, and the dry beds of torrents, 
where they had been severely galled by*the insulting 
attacks of a handful of Moorish peasants, posted on 
the impending precipices. ^ The proud spirit of Dc 
Aguilar was incensed at having the game of war thus 
turned upon him, and his gallant forces domineered 
over by mountain boors, whom he Uid thought to 
drive, like their own cattle, to Antiquera. Hearing, 
however, that his friend the* inanpies of Cadiz, and 
the Master of Santiago, were engaged with the 



100 


A CIIROMCI.E OF 


enemy, he disregarded his own danger, and, calling 
togctlicr his troops, returned to assist them, or rather 
to partake their perils. Being once more a'^sembled 
together, the cavajiers held a hasty council, amidst 
the hurling of stones and the whi^^ling of arrows; 
and their resolves were cpiickgued, by the sight, horn 
time to tirnc, of some gallan't companion in arms laid 
low. They determined that there was no spoil in 
this part of the country, to repa} for the (‘xtraordi- 
nary peril; and that it was better to abandon the 
hcrils they had already taken, which onl) embar¬ 
rassed their rnai’ch, and to retreat with all speed to 
less dangerous ground. 

The adalides, or guides, were ordered to lead the 
way out of this place of carnage. These, thinking 
to conduct them by the most secure route, led thenj 
by steep and rocky pa*?^, dilFicuh for the foot-'^ol 
diers, but almost impracticable to the ca^alry. h 
was overhung with precipices, from whence vshowers 
of stones and arrows were poured upon them, ac¬ 
companied by savage yells,, which appalled the stout- 
e^t heart. In some plac/is, they could pass but oiu* 
at a time, apd were often transpierced, horse and 
rider, by the Moorish darts, impeding tlie progre*'^ 
of their comrades by their d^ing struggles. Th<‘ 
surrounding precipices were lit up by a thousand 
alarm-fires; every crag and clilF had^ its dame, b\ 
the light of w^uch they beheld their foes, bounding 
from rock to rock, and loofking more like fiend" than 
mortal men. •' 

Either through terror and confusion, or through 
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real ignorance of the country, their guides, instead 
of conducting them out of the mountains, led them 
deeper into their fatal recesses. The morning dawned 
upon them in a narrow rambla, ils bottom formed of 
broken rocks, where once had raved along the moini- 
tain torrent; while iiboiyc, there beetled great arid 
clifTs, over the brows of which they bcHcld the tiir- 
baned heads of their fierce and exulting foes. Wha< 
a difTcrent appearance did the unfortunate cavaliers 
present, from that of the gallaiit band that marched 
so vauiitingly out of Antiquera ! Covered with dust, 
and blood, and wounds, and haggard with fatigue and 
horror, they looked like victims rather than like war¬ 
riors. Many of their banners were lost, and not a . 
trumpet was heard to rally up their sinking spirits. 
The men turned with imploring eyes to their com¬ 
manders; while the hearts of the cavaliers were 
ready to burst Tvith rage and grief, at the merciless 
havoc made among their faithful followers. 

All day, they made inefTectual attempt^ to extri¬ 
cate themselves from th*e mountains. Columns of 
smoke rose from the heights, where, in the preceding 
night, had blazed the alarm-lire. The mountaineers 
assembled from every dft-cction; they swarmed at 
every pass, getting in the Advance of the Christians, 
and garrisoning the clififs like so many towers and 
battlements. * • 

' Night closed .again up/>n the ch;*istians, when they 
were shut up in a narrow valley traversed by a deep 
stream, and surrounded by precipices which seemed 
to reach the skies, and on which blazed and flared 

*12 
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the alarm-fircs. Suddenly a new cry was heard re¬ 
sounding along the valley: “ElZagai! .ElZagal!” 
echoed from cliff to cliff. “ What cry is that?” said 
the Master of Sarftiago. “It is the war-cry of El 
Zagal, the ''Moorish general,” said an old Ca'^tilian 
soldier: “he must be coming in person, with ihe 
troops of l\talaga.” 

The worthy Master turned to his knights: “ Lcl 
us die,” said he, “making a road with our hear(*i, 
since we cannot with our swords. Let us scale the 
mountain, and sell our lives dearly, instead of stag¬ 
ing here to be tamely butchered.” 

So saying, he turned his steed against fhc moun¬ 
tain, and s[)urred him up its flinty side. Horse and foot 
follo^^ed his example, ea^er, if they could not escape, 
to have at least a dying blow at the enemy. As the} 
struggled up the height, a tremendous storm of daj ls 
and stones was showered upofi them hy the Moor?. 
Sometimes a fragment of rock came bounding and 
thundennjT down, plowing its way through the cen¬ 
tre of their host. The foot-Soldicrs, faint with weari¬ 
ness and hunger, or crippled by wounds, held by tin* 
trfiis and maiiTcs of the horses to aid them in their as¬ 
cent; while the horses, losing their foothold among the 
loose stones, or receivingi some sudden wound, tum¬ 
bled down the steep declivity, steed, rider, and sol¬ 
dier, rolling from crag to crag,,until they were dashed 
to pieces in the valley. In this desperate struggle, 
ihc alferez or standard-bea er of tlie Master, 'with 
his standard, was lost; as were many,of his relations 
and his dearest friends. At length he succeeded in 
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attaining the crcst of the mountain; but it was only 
to be plunged in new difficulties. A wilderness of 
rocks and rii^^gcd dells lay before him, beset by cruel 
foes. Having neither banner nor trumpet by which 
to rally his troops, they wandered apart, cacli inten 
upon saving liirnself ffom the precipices of the mouii- 
lains, and the dads of the enemy. Wheti the pious 
jVIastcr of Santiago beheld the scattered fragments 
of his late gallant force, he could not restrain hss 
grief. “ Oh God ! ” exclaimed he, “ great is thine 
anger this day against thy servants. Thou hast con¬ 
verted the cowardice of these infidels into desperate 
valor, and hast made peasants and bool’s victorious 
over armed men of battle.” 

He would fain haye kept with his foot-soldiers, 
and, gathering them together, have made head again.st 
tlie enemy; but those around him entreated him to 
think only of his pefeonal safety. To remain was 
to perish, without striking a blow; to escape was to 
preserve a life that might be devoted to vengeance’ 
on the Moors. The Mkstcr reluctantly yielded to 
the advice. “Oh Lord'of hostsi” exclaimed he 
again, “ from thy wrath do 1 fly; not from these hi- 
tidcls: they are but insVuments in thy hands, to 
chastise us for our sins.’f So saying, he sent tlic 
guides in the advance, and, putting spurs to hivS 
horse, dashed through a defile of the mountains, 
before the Moors could intercept hinf. The momcn 
the Master put his horse to speed, his troops scat 
tered in all directions. Some endeavored to follow 
his traces, but were confounded among the intrica- 
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cies of the mountain. They fled hither and thither, 
many perishing among the precipices, others being 
slain by the Moors, and others taken prisoners. 

The gallant marques of Cadiz, guided by bis trusty 
adalid, Luis Amar, had ascended a different part of 
the mountain. He was followed by his friend, Don 
Alonzo de Aguilar, the adelantado, and the count of 
Cifucntes; but, in the darkness and confusion, the 
bands of these commanders became separated from 
each other. When the marques attained the sum¬ 
mit, he looked around for his companions in arms; 
hut they were no longer following him, and then* 
was no trumpet to summon them. It was a consola¬ 
tion to the marques, however, that his brothers, and 
several of his relations, with a number of his retain¬ 
ers, were still with him: he called his brothers l)> 
name, and their replies gave comfort to his heart. 

Ilis guide now led the way into dnother valley, 
where he would be less exposed to danger: when 
he had reached the bottom of it, the manpies paused 
to collect his scattered folfowxrs, and to give time 
for his fellow-commanders to rejoin him. Here he 
was suddenly* assailed by the troops of El Zagal, 
aided by the mountaineeis from the cliffs. The 
Christians, exhausted and (erritied, lost all presence 
of mind: most of them fled, and were either slain 
or taken captive. The marques and his valiant 
brothers, with a few tried /riends, made a stout re¬ 
sistance. His horse was killed under him; his 
brothers, Don Diego and Don Lope,*with his two 
nephews Don Lorenzo and Don Manuel, were one 
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by one swept from his side, either transfixed willi 
darts and lances by the soldiers of El Zagal, or 
crushed by stones from the heights. The marques 
was a veteran warrior, and had been in 'many a 
bloody battle; but never before had death fallen so 
tliick and close aroucid him. When he saw his re¬ 
maining brother, Don Bcltram, struck out,of his sad 
die by a fragment of a rock, and his horse running, 
wildly about without his rider, he gave a cry of aii 
guish, and stood bewildered and aghast. A few faitl.- 
fid followers surrounded hini, and entreated liim to 
fly for his life. He would still have remainctl, to 
have shared the fortunes of his friend Don Alon/o 
de Aguilar, and his other companions in -trms; hist 
the forces of Kl Zagal wero between him and^them, 
and death was whistling by on every wind. Reluc - 
tantly, therefore, he consented to fly. Another Worse' 
was brought hipi: hi» faithful adalid guided him by 
one of the steepest paths, which lasted for four 
leagues; the enemy still hanging on his traces, and 
thinning the scanty rank^of his followers.* At length 
the marques reached the extremity of the mountain 
defiles, and, with a haggard remnant o£ his men, es¬ 
caped by dint of hoof to Antiquera. 

The count of Cifuentes, with a few of his retain¬ 
ers, in attempting to follow the marques of Cadiz, 
wandered inf,o a narrow pass, where they were com • 
pletely surrounded by*ihe band of El Zagal. Find- 
ir»g all attempts at escape? impossible, and resistance 
vain, the worthy count surrtndered himself prisoner, 
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as did also his brother Don Pedro de Silva, and the 
few of his retainers who survived. 

I 

The dawn of day found Don Alonzo de Aguilar, 
with a'handful of his followers, .etdl among the 
mountains.' They had attempted to follow the mar- 
fjues of Cadiz, but had been obliged to pause and 
defend themselves against the thickening forces of 
the enemy. They at length traversed the mountairj, 
and reached the same valley where the marques had 
made his last disastrous stand. Wearied and per¬ 
plexed, they sheltered themselves in a natural grotto, 
under an overhanging rock, which kept off the darts 
of the enemy; while a bubbling fountain gave them 
the means of slaking their raging thirst, and refresh- 
ing tht^ir exhausted steed.-. As day broke, the scene 
of slaughter unfolded its horrors. There lay (he 
iiobKi brothers and nephews of the gallant marques, 
transfixed with darts, orgashed^and Iwuised with un¬ 
seemly wounds; while many other gallant cavaliers 
lay stretched out dead and dying ar jund, some oi 
them partly stripped and plundered by the IVloors. 
De Aguilar was a pious kright, but his pict) was not 
humble and resigned, like (hat of the worthy Master 
c»f Santiago. He imprecated holy curves upon tin* 
infidels, for having thus laicl l6*v the flower of chri.«- 
tian chivalry; and he vowed in his heart biltei 


vengeance upon the surrounding country. 

By degrees,, the little force of De Aguilar was 
augmented by numbers of fugitives, who issued from 


caves and chasms, where'they had taken refuge in the 
night. A little band of mounted knights was gradually 
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formed; and the Moors having abandoned the heights 
to collect the spoils of the slain, this gallant but for¬ 
lorn squadron was enabled to retreat to Antiquera. 

'riiis disast]1)us affair lasted from Thursday even¬ 
ing, throughout Friday, the twenty-first H)f March, 
the festival of St. Benedict. It is still recorded in 
Spanish calendars, as the* defeat of the mountains of 
Malaga; and the spot where the greatest slaughter 
took place, is pointed out to the present day, and is 
called la Cuesta de la Matanza^ or The Hill of the 
Massacre. The principal leaders who survived, re¬ 
turned to Antiquera. Many of the knights took 
refuge in Alhama, and other towns: many wandered 
about the mountains for eight days, living ••n roots 
and herbs, hiding themselves during the dajr, and 
sallying forth at night. So enfeebled and dishearten¬ 
ed were they, that they offered no resistance*if» at¬ 
tacked. Threc,or fowr soldiers would surrender to 
a Moorish peasant; and even the women of Malaga 
sallied forth and made prisoners. Some were thrown 
into the dungeons of frontier tow'iis, others led cap¬ 
tive to Granada; but by far,the greater number were 
conducted to Malaga, the city they had tlireatened to 
attack. Two hundred and fifty principal cavaliers, 
alcaydes, commanders, and hidalgos, of generous 
blood, were confined in the Alcazaba, or citadel of 
Malaga, to awjiit their ransom; and five hundred and 
seventy of the common*soldiery were i^rowded in an 
enclosure or court-yard •df the Alcazaba, to be sold 
as slaves.^ • 
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Great spoiJs were collected of splendid armor and 
w eapons taken from the slain, or thrown away by the 
cavaliers in their flight; and many horses, iiiagnifi> 
cently caparisoned, together with numerous stand' 
ards—all .which were paraded in triumph into the 
Moorish towns. ^ 

The merchants also, who'-had come with the army, 
intending to traffic in the spoils of the Moors, were 
themselves made objects of traffic. Several of them 
were driven like cattle, before the Moorish viragos;, 
to the market of Malaga; and in spite of all their 
adroitness in trade, and their attempts to buy them¬ 
selves off at a cheap ransom, they were unable to 
purchase their freedom without such draughts upon 
tlieir ..money-bags at heme, as drained them to the 
very bottom. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Effects cff the disasters among the mountains oj^Malaga. 

•I 

The people of Apjtiquera had scarcely recover¬ 
ed from the tumult of *ex^citement and admiration, 
caused by the departure of the gallant band of cava¬ 
liers upon their foray, when they beheld the scat¬ 
tered wrecks flying for refuge to their walls. Day 
after day, and hour after hour, brought some wretch¬ 
ed fugitive, in whose battered plight, and haggard, 
wobegonc demeanor, it was almost impossible to 
recognise the warrior whom they had latel* seen to 
(ssue so gaily and gloriously*from their gates. • 

The arrival of the marques of Cadiz, almost alone, 
covered with dust and blood, his armor shattered 
and defaced, hi§ countenance the picture of despair, 
lilled every heart with sorrow, for he was greatly 
beloved by the people. The multitude asked where 
was the band of brotheiss wdiich had rallied round 
him as he went forth to the fleld; and when they 
heard tliat they had, one by one, been sJaughtered at 
his side, they hushed their voices, or spake to each 
othfer only in whispers as he passed, gazing at him in 
silent sympathy. No one attempted to console him 
in so great aq affliction, nor did the good marques 
speak ever a word, but* shutting himself up, brooded 
in lonely anguish over hiS misfortune. It was only 
the arrival of Don Alonzo db Aguilar that gave him 
a gleam of consolation, for, amidst the shafts of death 
VoL. I. . K 
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that had fallen so thickly among his family, he re- 
joiced to find that his chosen friend and brother in 
arms had escaped uninjured. 

For several days Fvery eye was turned, in an agony 
of suspense^ towards the Moorish border, anxiously 
ooking, in every fugitive from (he mountains, for the 
' lineaments pf some friend or*relation, whose fate was 
yet a mystery. At length every hope and doubt sub¬ 
sided into certainty; the whole extent of this great 
calamity was known, spreading grief and consterna¬ 
tion throughout the land, and laying desolate the 
pride and hopes of palaces. It was a sorrow that 
visited the marble hall and silken pillow. Stately 
dames mourned over the loss of their sons, the joy 
and glory of their age; ►and many a fair cheek was 
blanched with wo, that had lately mantled with secret 
admiration. “ All Andalusia,^' says a historian of the 
time, “was overwhelmed by a.great affliction; there 
was no drying of the eyes which wept in her.”* 

Fear and trembling reigned, for a time, along the 
frontier. Their spear scen?ed broken, their buckler 
cleft in twain: every border town dreaded an attack, 
and the mother caught her infant to her bosom when 
the watch-dog howled in the night, fancying it the 
war-cry of the Moor. All, f >r a time, seemed lust-, 
and despondency even found its way to the royal 
breasts of Ferdinand and Isabella, amidst the splen¬ 
dors of their court. 

Great, on the other hand was the joy of the Moors, 
when they saw whole legions of Christian warriors 
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brought captive into their towns, by rude mountain 
peasantry. They thought it the work of Allah in 
favor of the faithful. But when they recognised, 
among the captives thus dejected.and broken down, 
some of the proudest of Christian chivalry; when 
they saw several of tlie banners and devices of the 
noblest houses of Spain,‘which they had ^een accus¬ 
tomed to behold in the foremost of the battle, now 
trailed ignominiously through their streets; when, in 
short, they witnessed the arrival of the count of Ci- 
fiientes, the royal standard-bearer of Spain, with his 
gallant brother Don Pedro de Silva, brought prison¬ 
ers into the gates of Granada, there were no bounds 
to their exultation. They thought that th- days of 
their ancient glory were about to return, and that 
they wore to renew their career of triumph over the 
unbelievers. 

The Christian historians of the time arc sorely per¬ 
plexed to account -for this misfortune; and why so 
many Christian knights, fighting in the cause of the 
holy faith, should thus ipiraculously, as it were, be 
given captive to a handfu] of infidel boors; for w(' 
are assured, that all this rout and dgstruction \^as 
effected by five hundred foot and fifty horse, and 
those mere mountaineers, without science or disci¬ 
pline.* “ It was intended,^’ observes one historiogra¬ 
pher, “ as a lesson to their confidence and vain-glory; 
overrating their own ‘prowess, and ^linking that so 
chosen a band of chivalry had hu\ to appear in the 
land of the enemy, and conquer. It was to teach 


* Cura dc los Palacios. 
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them that tlie race is not to the swift, nor the battle 
to the strong, but that God alone giveth the victory.” 

The w'orthy father Fray Antonio Agapida, how¬ 
ever, asserts it to bp a punishment for the avarice of 
the Spanish warriors. They did not cnlor the king¬ 
dom of the inhdels with the ppre spirit of Christian 
knights, zealous only for the glory of the faith, but 
rather as greedy men of traffic, to enrich themselves 
by vending the spoils of the infidels. Instead of pre¬ 
paring themselves by confession and communion, and 
executing their testaments, and making donations and 
bequests to churches and convents, they thought only 
of arranging bargains and sales of their anticipated 
booty. Instead of taking with them holy monks to 
aid th^m with their pra);^rs, they were followed by 
a train of trading men, to keep alive their worldl} 
and gordid ideas, and to turn whaf ought to be holy 
triumphs into scenes of brawling tratlic. Such is 
the opinion of the excellent Agapida, in which he is 
joined ty that most w^orthy and upright of chron¬ 
iclers, the. curate of Los Palacios. Agapida com¬ 
forts himself, however, wUh the reflection, that this 
\isitation was meant in mercy, to try the Castilian 
heart, and to extract, from its present liumiliation, 
the elements of future succ ^ss, as gold is extracted 
from amidst the irnpuritids of earth; and in this re¬ 
flection he is supported by the venerable historian 
Pedro Abarca, of the society 6f Jesuits.’*^’ 


‘ Abarca. Annales de Aragon, Hey 30. cap. 2 . ( 7. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

How King Boabdil el Chico marched over the border. 

The defeat of the Christian cavaliers* among the 
mountains of Malaga, and the successful inroad of 
Muley Aben Hassan into the lands of Medina Sidonia. 
had produced a favorable effect on the fortunes of 
the old monarch. The inconstant populace began to 
shout forth his name in the streets, and 1o sneer at 
the inactivity of his son Boabdil el Chico. The latter, 
though in the flower of his age, and distinguished for 
vigor and dexterity in jou^s and tournaments, had 
never yet fleshed his weapon in the field of battle; 
and it was murmured that he preferred the silken re¬ 
pose of the cool hall^of the Alhambra, to the fatigue 
and danger of ‘the foray, and the hard encampments 
of the mountains. * 

The popularity of these rival kings depended upon 
their success against the Christians, and Boabdil el 
Chico found it necessary to strike some signal blow 
to counterbalance the lat<s triumph of his father. He 
was further incited by the fierce old Moor, his father- 
in-law, Ali Atar, alcayde of Loxa, with whom the 
coals of wrath against the Christians still burned 
among the ashes of age, and had latifly been blown 
into a flame by the attaclc made by Ferdinand on the 
city under his pommand. 

Ali Atar informed Boabdil that the late discomfit 

• K 2 . • 15 
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ture of the Christian knights had stripped Andalusia 
of the prime of her chivalry, and broken the spirit 
of the country. All the frontier of Cordova and 
Ecija new lay open to inroad; hr.t he especially 
pointed out the city of Lucena as an object of attack, 
being feebly garrisoned, and lymg in a coiintr^ rich 
in pasturage, abounding in caltle and grain, in oil and 
wine. The fiery old Moor spoke from thorough in¬ 
formation ; for he had made many an incursion into 
these parts, and his very name was a terror through¬ 
out the country. It had become a by-word in the 
garrison of Loxa to call Lucena the garden of Ali 
Atar, for he was accustomed to forage its fertile ter¬ 
ritories for all his supplies. 

Boabdil el Chico listeired to the persuasions of tliis 
veteran of the borders. lie assembled a force of 
nine thousand foot and seven hundred horse, most 
of them his own adherents, but many the partisans 
of his father; for both factions, however they might 
fight among themselves, were ready to unite in any 
expedition “against the Christians. Many of the most 
illustrious and valiant of the Moorish nobility assem¬ 
bled around his standard, magnificently arrayed in 
sumptuous armor and rich embroidery, as though 
they were going to a festival or a tilt of canes, ratficr 
than an enterprise of iron war. Boabdil’s mother, 
the sultana Ayxa la Horra, armed him for the field, 
and gave him b'jr benediction as she girded his scirn- 
tar to his side. His favorite “wife Morayma wept, as 
she thought of the evils tlfat might befall him. “ Why 
dost thou weep, daughter of Ali Atar?” said the high- 
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minded Ayxa: “ these tears become not the daughter 
of a warriof, nor the wife of a king. Believe me, 
there lurks more danger for a monarch within the 
strong walls of a palace, than within the frail curtains 
of a tent. It is by perils in the field, that thy husband 
must purchase security on his throne.” 

But Morayma still hung upon his neck^ with tears 
and sad forebodings; and when he departed from the 
Alhambra, she betook herself to her mirador, which 
looks out over the vega. From thence she watched 
the army, as it w'ent, in shitiing order, along the road 
which leads to Loxa; and every burst of warlike, 
melody that came swelling on the breeze, was an¬ 
swered by a gush of sorrow. 

As the royal cavalcade is^ed from the palate and 
descended through the streets of Granada, the popu¬ 
lace greeted their youthful sovereign with shouts, 
and anticipated* success that should wither the laureK 
of his father. In passing through the gate of Elvii-a, 
however, the king accidentally broke his lance against 
the arch. At this, certaki of his nobles turned pale, 
and entreated him to turn*back, for they regarded it 
as an evil omen. Boabdil scoffed at their feare, for 
ne considered them mere idle fancies; or rather, 
(says Fray Antonio Agapida,) he was an incredulous 
pagan, puffed up with confidence and vain-glory. He 
refused to take another spear, but drew forth his 
scimitar, and led the way (adds Agaf4da) in an arro¬ 
gant and haughty style,* as though he would set both 
heaven and eijirth at defiance. Another evil omen 
was sent, to deter him from his enterprise: arriving 



A CHRONICLE OF 


116 ' 

at the rambla, or dry ravine of Beyro, which is 
scarcely a bow-shot from the city, a fox ran through 
the whole army, and close by the person of the king; 
and, tholigh a thousand bolts were dishhai^ed at it, 
escaped uninjured to the mountains. The principal 
courtiers about Boabdil now reiterated their remon¬ 
strances against proceeding; for they considered 
these occurrences as mysterious portents of disasters 
to their army: the king, however, was not to be dis¬ 
mayed, but continued to march forward.* 

At Loxa, the royal army was reinforced by old 
Ali Atar, with the chosen horsemen of his garrison, 
and many of the bravest warriors of the border 
towns. The people of Loxa shouted with exulta¬ 
tion, \Vhen they beheld Ali Atar, armed at all points, 
and once more mounted on his Barbary steed, which 
had often borne him over the borders. The veteran 
warrior, with nearly a centuty of 3 ears upon his 
head, had all the tire and animation of youth, at the 
prospect’ of a foray, and careered from rank to rank 
with the velocity of an Avab of the desert. The 
populace watched the army, as it paraded over the 
bridge, and wound into the passes of the mountains; 
and still their eyes were fixed upon the pennon of 
Ali Atar, as if it bore with it an assurance of victory. 

The Moorish army entered the Christian frontier 
by forced marches, hastily ravaging the countr}, 
driving off the f*ocks and herds, and making captives 
of the inhabitants. They pressed on furiously, and 


* Mannol. RebcL dc los Moros, lib, 1. c. xii. fol. 14. 
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made the latter part of their march in the night, that 
they might elude observation, and come upon Lu- 
cena by surprise. Boabdil was inexperienced in the 
art of war, but? he had a veteran counsellor in his old 
father-in-law; for Ali Atar knew every secret of the 
country, and, as he pr<3>wlcd through it, his eye ranged 
over the land, uniting, in its glare, the Cfaft of the 
fox with the sanguinary ferocity of the wolf. Hi* 
had fluttered himself that their march had been !?o 
rapid as to outstrip intelligence, and that Ijucenn 
w’ould be an easy capture; when suddenly he beheld 
alarm-fires blazing upon the mountains. “Wcare 
discovered,” said he to Boabdil el Chico; ‘‘the 
country wdll be up in arms; we iiave iK*?hing lefi 
but to strike boldly for Lucena; it is but slightly gar¬ 
risoned, and w^e ma^ carry it by assault before it can 
receive assistance.” The king approved of his coun¬ 
sel, and they marched-rapidly for the gate of Lucena. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

How the Count dc Cabra sallied forth from his castle, in 

quest of King Boabdil. 

r 

Don Diego de Cordova, count of Cabra, was in 
the castle of Vaena, which, with the town of the 
same name, is situated on a lofty sun-burnt hill on 
the frontier of the kingdom of Cordova, and but a 
few leagues from Lucena. The range of mountains 
of Horquera lie between them. The castle of Vaena 
was strong, and well furnished with arms, and the 
countdiad a mumerous bund of vassals and retainers; 
for it behoved the noblemen of the frontiers, in those 
times, to be well prepared with man and horse, with 
lance and buckler, to resist thu suddf^n incursions of 
the Moors. The count of Cabra was a hardy and 
experienced warrior, shrewd in council, prompt in 
action, rapid and fearless in the field. He was one 
of the bravest cavaliers for an inroad, and had been 
quickened and sharpened, in thought and action, by 
living on the borders. 

On the night of the 20th of April, 1483, the count 
was about to retire to resf, when the watchman from 
the turret brought him word that there were alarm- 
fires on the n(tountains of Horquera, and that they 
were made on the signal- tower overhanging the defile 
through which the road passes to Cabra and Lucena. 

The count ascended the battlement, and beheld 
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five lights blazing on the tower,—a sign that there 
was a Moorish army attacking some place on the 
frontier. The count instantly,ordered the alarm-bells 
to be sounded^ and dispatched couriers to reuse the 
commanders of the neighboring towns. He ordered 
all his retainers to pfepare for action, and sent a 
trumpet through the town, summoning the men to 
assemble at the castle-gate at daybreak, armed and 
equipped for the field. 

Throughout the remainder of the night, the castle 
resounded with the din of preparation. Every house 
in the town was in equal bustle; for in these frontier 
towns, every house had its wariior, and the lancc 
and buckler were ever hanging against the wall, 
ready to be snatched down fw instant service. —Noth¬ 
ing was heard but the din of armorers, the shoeing 
of studs, and furbishing up of weapons; and, all 
night long, the qlarm-fires kept blazing on the moun¬ 
tains. 

When the morning dawned, the count of. Cabra 
sallied forth, at the headL of two hundred and fifty 
cavaliers, of the best families of Vaena, all well ap¬ 
pointed, exercised in arms, and experienced in the 
warfare of the borders. There were, besides, twelve 
hundred foot-soldiers, all brave and well seasoned 
men of the same town, l^ie count ordered them to 
hasten forward, whoever could make most 'speed, 
taking the road to Cabra, which was^i three leagues 
distant. That they might* not loiter ^ the road, he 
allowed none of them to bieak their fast until they 
arrived at that place. The provident count dispatch- 
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ed couriers in advance, and the little army, on reach¬ 
ing Cabra, found tables spread with food and refresh¬ 
ments, at the gates of the town. Here they were 
joined by Don Alonzo de Cordova. 6enior of Zu- 
heros. 

Having made a hearty rep^t, they were on the 
point of re.suming their march, when the count dis¬ 
covered, that, in the hurry of his departure from 
home, he had forgotten to bring the standard of 
Vaena, which for upwards of eighty years had always 
been borne to battle by his family. It was now noon, 
and there was not lime to return: he took, therefore, 
the standard of Cabra, the device of which is a goat, 
and which had not been seen in the wars for the 
last h?.!!* century. When about to depart, a courier 
came galloping at full speed, bringing missives to the 
count from his nephew, Don Diego Hernandez de 
Cordova, Senior of Lucena and alcayde de los Doii- 
zeles, entreating him to hasten to his aid, as his town 
was beset by the Moorish king Boabdil el Chico, 
with a powerful army, whq^were actually setting fire 
<0 the gates. ^ 

..The count put his little army instantly in move¬ 
ment for Lucena, which is only one league from 
Cabra; he was fired witli the idea of having die 
Moorish king in person to contend with. By the 
time he reached Lucena, the Moors^ had desisted 
from the attack) and were raivaging the surrounding 
country. He entered the* town with a few of his 
cavaliers, and was recei^ ed with joy by his nephew, 
whose whole force consisted but of eighty horse and 
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three hundred foot. Don Diego Hernandez dc Cor¬ 
dova was a young man, yet he was a prudent, care¬ 
ful, and capable officer. Having learnt, the evening 
before, that the Moors had passed the frontiers, he 
had gathered within his walls all the women and 
chiJdrchlfrom the environs; had armed the men, sent 
couriers in all directions for succor, and •had lighted 
alarm-fircs on the mountains. 

Boahdil had arrived with his army at daybreak, 
and had sent in a message threatening to put the gar¬ 
rison to the sword, if the place were not instantly 
surrendered. The messenger was a Moor of Gra¬ 
nada, named Hamel, whom Don Diego had formerly 
known; he contrived to amuse him with ^jgotiation, 
to gain time for succor to^arrivc. The fieftie old 
Ali Atar, losing all patience, had made an assault 
upon the town, and stormed like a fury at the gate; 
but had been (cpulsAd. Another and more serious 
attack was expected, in the course of the night. 

When the count de Cabra had heard this nccoiint 


of the situation of airains, he turned to his nephew 
with his usual alacrity of manner, and proposed that 
they should immediately sally forth in* quest of tlic 
enemy. The prudent Dpri Diego remonstrated at 
the rashness of attacking so great a force with a mere 
handful of men. “ Nephew,” said the count, “ I 
came from V^cna with a determination to tight this 
Moorish king, and I will not he disappointed.” 

At any rale,” replied Don Diej^g, let us wait 

but two hours, and we sh*all have reinforcements 

# 

which have heen promised me from Rambla, Santa- 
Voi.. I • L 16 
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ella, Montilla, and other places in the neighborhood. 
“If we await these,” said the hardy count, “the 
Moors will be off, and all our trouble will have been 
in vain. You may-await them, if yoinplease; I am 
resolved on fighting.” 

The count paused for no reply; but, in his prompt 
and rapid manner, sallied forth to his men. The 
young alcayde de los Donzelcs, though more prudent 
than his ardent uncle, was equally brave; he deter¬ 
mined to stand by him in his rash enterprise, and, 
summoning his little force, marched forth to join the 
count, who was already on the move. They then 
proceeded together in quest of the enemy. 

The Moorish army had ceased ravaging the coun¬ 
try, and were not to be seen,—the neighborhood 
being hilly, and broken with deep ravines. The 
count dispatched six scouts on horseback to recon¬ 
noitre, ordering them to return with all speed when 
they should have discovered the enemy, and by no 
means to engage in skirmishing with stragglers. The 
scouts, ashending a high hill, beheld the Moorish 
army in a valley behind it, the cavalry ranged in five 
battalions keeping guard, while the foot-soldiers were 
seated on the grass making a repast. They returnc 
immediately, with the intelligence. ' 

The count now ordered'the troops to march in the 
direction of the enemy. He and his nephew as¬ 
cended the hill, and saw that the five battalions of 
Moorish cavaln^ had been* formed into two, one of 
about nine hundred lantes, the other of about six 
hundred. The whole force seemed prepared to 
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march for the frontier. The foot-soldiers were al¬ 
ready under way, with many prisoners, and a great 
train of mules and beasts of burden, laden with booty. 
At a distance .was Boabdil el Chico: they could not 
distinguish his person, but they knew him by his su¬ 
perb wtrttc chai^er, magnificently caparisoned, and 
by his being surroun(fed»by a numerous guard, sump¬ 
tuously armed and attired. Old Ali Atar was career¬ 
ing about the valley with his usual impatience, hur¬ 
rying the march of the loitering troops. 

The eyes of the count de Cabra glistened with 
eager joy, as he beheld the royal prize within his 
reach. 'I'he immense disparity of their forces never 
entered into his mind. “ By Santiago !” said he to 
his nephew, as they hastci|cd down the h|lL “ had 
we waited for more forces, the Moorish king and his 
army would have escaped us!” 

The count now harangued his men, to inspirit them 
to this hazardous encounter. IJe told them not to 
be dismayed at the number of the Moors,^for God 
often permitted the few to conquer the many; and 
he had great confidence, that, through the divine aid, 
they were that day to achieve a signal victory, which 
should win them both riches and renown. He com¬ 
manded that no man shbuld hurl his lance at the 
enemy, but should keep i# in his hands, and strike as 
many blows with it as he could. lie warned them, 
also, never to shout Except when the Moois did; 
for, when both armies,Jihouted together, there was 
no perceiving which madct the ino^noise and was 
the strongest.* lie desired his uncle Lope de Men- 
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doza, and Diego Cabrera, alcalde of Menica, to 
alight and enter on foot in the battalion of infantry, 
to animate them to the combat, lie app'ointcd also 


the alcayde of Vaena and Diego dc Clavijo, a cava¬ 
lier of his household, to remain in the rear, and not 


to permit any one to lag behind, cither t6 despoil 
the dead, or for any other purpose. 

.Such were the orders given by this most adroit, 
active, and intrepid cavalier, to his little army, sup¬ 
plying, by admirable sagacity and subtle management, 
the want of a more numerous force. His orders 


being given, and all arrangements made, he threw 
* aside his lance, drew his sword, and commanded his 
standard to be advanced against the enemy. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


The Battle of hucena. 


The Moorish king had descried the Sj^anish forces 
at a distance, although a slight fog prevented his 
seeing them distinctly, and ascertaining their num¬ 
bers. His old father-in-law, AH Atar, was by his 
side, who, being a veteran marauder, was well ac¬ 
quainted with all the standards and armorial bearings 
of the frontiers. When the king beheld the ancient 
and long-disused banner of Cabra emerging from the 
mist, he turned to All Atar, and demand^ST whose 
ensign it was. The old borderer was for once at a 
loss, for the banner had not been displayed in battle 
in his time. ‘“Sir^,” replied he, after a pause, 
“ I have been considering that standard, but do not 
know it. It appears to be a dog, which device is 
borne by the towns of 13aeza and Ubeda. If it be 
so, all Andalusia is in mo\^ement against you ; for it 
is not probable that any single commander or cdin- 
munity would venture to attack you. I would advise 
you, therefore, to retire.’^ 

The count de Cabra, in winding down the hill 
towards the'Moors, (bund himself on much lower 
ground than the enemy: ^he ordered Ai all haste that 
his standard should be taken back, ^ as to gain the 
vantage ground. The Moors, mistaking this for a 
retreat, rushed impetuously towards the Christians. 
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The latter, havitig gained the height proposed, charg¬ 
ed down upon them at the same moment^, with the 
battle-cry of “ Santiago !” and, dealing the first blows, 
laid manj of the Mfiorish cavaliere in I fie dust. 

The Moors, thus checked in their tiimuitrous as- 
^ sault, were thrown into confusicn, and began to give 
way, the Christians following hard upon them. Bo- 
abdil cl Chico endeavored to rally them. “Hold! 
hold 1 for shame!’’ cried he; “ let us not fly, at Icasl 
until we know our enemy.” The Moorish cliivalry 
were stung by this reproof, and turned to make 
front, with the valor of men who feel that they are 
lighting under their monarch’s eye. 

At tliis moment, Lorenzo dc Torres, alcayde of 
Luque,*airived with fifty horse and one hundred foot, 
sounding an Italian trumpet from among a copse of 
oak trees, which concealed his force. Tlie (juick 
car of old Ali Atar caught thb note. “That is an 
Italian trumpet,” said he to the king; “ the whole 
world seems in arms against your majesty !” 

The trumpet of Lorenzo*de Torres was answered 
by that of the count de Ciiubra, in another direction, 
and it seemed to the Moors as if they were between 
two armies. Don Lorenzo, sallying from among 
the oaks, now charged uppn the enemy: the latter 
did not wait to ascertain the force of this new foe; 
the confusion, the variety of alarums, the attacks 
from opposite 'quarters, the obscurity of the fog, all 
conspired to deceive them as to the number of their 
adversaries. Broken and dismayed, they retreated 
fighting; and nothing but the presence and remon- 
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slrancc of the king prevented their reff^t from be¬ 
coming a he;^dlong flight. 

This skirmishing retreat lasted for about three 
leagues. Many were the acts of ihdividual p'rowess 
between gjiristian and Moorish knights, and the way 
was strewed with th(f flower of the king’s guards 
and of his royal household. At length thc^' came to 
tlie rivulet of Mingonzales, the \erdant banks of 
which were covered with willows and tamarisks. 
It was swohi by recent rain, and was now a deep 
and turbid torrent. 

Here the king made a courageous stand widi a small 
body of cavalry, while his baggage crossed th'^ stream. 
None hut the choicest and most loyal of ins guar(i.^ 
stood by their monarch, in this hour of extremity. 
The foot-soldiers took to flight, the moment they 
passed tlie ford; many of the horsemen, partaking 
of the general panic, ^avc reins to their steeds and 
.scoured for the frontier. The little host of devoted 
cavaliei*s now serried their forces in front oT their 
monarch, to protect his rdtreat. They fought hand 
to hand with the christiail warriors, disdaining to 
yield or to ask for quarter. The ground^was covered 
with the dead and dying. Thj^ king, having retreated 
along the river banks, and {gained some distance from 
the scene of combat, looked back, and saw the loyal 
band at length give w^ay. They crossed the ford, 
followed pell-mell by the enemy, and several of them 
were struck down into the stream. 

The king now dismounted from his white charger, 
whose color and rich caparison^ made him too con- 
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spicuous, and ‘endeavored to conceal himself among 
the thickets which fringed the river. ,A soldier of 
Lucena, named Martin Hurtado, discovered him, and 
attacked him witK a pike. The king defended him¬ 
self with scimitar and target, until anotlj^ r soldier 
assailed him, and he saw a ,thiTrd approaching. Per¬ 
ceiving tlfat further resistance would be vain, In? 
drew back and called upon them to desist, oflcring 
them a noble ransom. One of the soldiers rushed 
forward to seize him, but the king struck him to the 
earth with a blow of his scimitar. 

Don Diego Fernandez de Cordova coming up at 
this moment, the men said to him, “Senor, here is a 
Moor that we have taken, who seems to be a man 
of rank,"and offers a large ransom.” 

“ Slaves!” exclaimed king Boabdil, “ you have not 
taken me. I surrender to this cavalier.” 

Don Diego received him with kiiightly courtesy. 
He perceived him to be a person of high rank; but 
the king concealed his quality, and gave himself out 
as the son of Abcn Aleyzar, a nobleman of the royal 
household.* Don Diego gave him in charge of five 
soldiers, to conduct him to the castle of Lucena; 
then, putting spurs to / is ' orse, he hastened to rejoin 
the count de Cabra, who was in hot pursuit of the 
enemy. He overtook him at a stream called Ria- 
naul; and they continued to. press ori the skirts of 
the flying arriiy, < during tjie remainder of the day. 
The pursuit '^s almos^t as hazardous as the battle; 


Garibay, lib. 40. c. 31. 
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for, had the enemy at any time rccoveirt^rfrom their 
panic, they might, by a sudden reaction, have over¬ 
whelmed the small force of their pursuers. To guard 
against this peril, the wary count'kept his battalion 
always in close order, and had a body of a hundred 
chosen laSicers in the advance. The Moors kept u[> 
a Parthian retreat; several times, they •turned to 
make battle; but, seeing this solid body of steeled 
warriors pressing upon them, they again took to 
(light. 

The main retreat of the army was along the vallo}' 
watered by the Xcnel, and opening through the 
mountains of Algaringo to the city of Lovi. niie 
alarm-tires of the preceding night had i\»Lised the 
country; every man snatchfid sword and'^btfcklcr 
from tJic wall, and the towns and villages poured 
forth their warriors to harass the retreating foe. Ah 
Atar kept the rTjain force of the army together, and 
turned fiercely from time to time upon his pursuers; 
he was like a wolf, hunted through the country he 
had often made desolate ly his maraudings.* 

The alarm of this invasion had reached the city 
of Antiquera, where were several of the cavaliers 


who had escaped from the^carpage in the mountains 
of Malaga. Their proud mirias were festering with 
their Lte disgrace, and their only prayer was for 


vengeance on the infidels. No sooner did they hear 
of the Moor being over the border, than they 


were armed and moiintcift* for action.^ ^Doii Aloir/o 


de Aguilar led them forth f -—a small body of but 
forty horsemen, but all cavaliers of prowess, and 


17 
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thirsting for * "Revenge. They came upon the foe on 
the banks of the Xenel, where it winds through the 
valleys of Cordova. The river, swelled by the late 
rains, was deep and turbulent, and only fordable at 
certain places. The main body of the army was 
gathered in confusion on the^banks, endeavoring to 
ford the stream, protected by the cavalry of Ali A tar. 

No sooner did the little band of Alonzo de Aguilar 
come in sight of the Moors, than fury flashed from 
their eyes. “ Remember the mountains of Malaga!” 
they cried to each other, as they rushed to combat. 
Their charge was desperate, but was gallantly re¬ 
sisted. A scrambling and bloody fight ensued, hand 
to hand and sword to sword, sometimes on land, 
somefcvos in the waten Many were lanced on the 
banks; others, throwing themselves into the river, 
sunk with the weight of their armor, and were 
drowned; some, grappling together^ fell from their 
horses, but continued their struggle in the waves, 
and helm and turban rolled together down the 
stream. The Moors were far greater in number, and 
among them were many .warriors of rank; but they 
were disheartened by defeat, while the Christians 
were excited even to ^desperation. 

Ali Atar alone preserved all his fire and euc.gy, 
amid his reverses, lie hW been enraged at the de¬ 
feat of the army, the loss of the king, and the igno¬ 
minious flighty,he had been obliged to make through 


a country which had so often been the scene of his 
exploits: but to be thus impeded in his flight, and 
harassed and insulted by a mere handful of warriors, 
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roused the violent passions of the old to 

fect frenzy. He had marked Don Alon^ de Aguilar 
dealing his blows (says Agapida,) with tlie pious 
vehemence of a.righteous knight, who knows that in 
(^very wound inflicted upon the infidels, he is doing 
(fod servibfe. Ali Atar spurred his steed along the 
bank of the river, to come upon Don Alonzo by 
surprise. The back of the warrior was towards him ; 
and, collecting all his force, the Moor hurled his 
lance to transQx him on the spot. The lance was 
not thrown with the usual accuracy of Ali Atar: it 
/ore away a part of the cuirass of Don Alonzo, but 
failed to inflict a wound. The Moor rushed upon 
Don Alonzo with his scimitar; but the latter was on 
die alert, and parried his blo>y. They fought despe¬ 
rately upon the bordei’s of the river, alternately press¬ 
ing each other into the stream, and fighting their way 
again up the hank. A^ Atar was repeatedly wound¬ 
ed ; and Don Alonzo, having pity on his age, would 
have spared his life*: he called upon him to surrender. 

l^cvcr,” cried Ali Alar, ‘‘to a Christian dog!” The 
words were scarce out of hi^ mouth, when the sword 
of Don Alonzo clove his turbaried head, and sank 
deep into the brain. He fell c^d, without a groan; 
hisUwfdjTrolled into the Xenc|/nor was it ever found 
and recognised.* Thus feW Ali Atar, who had long 
been the tefro^ of Andalusia. As he had hated and 
whirred upon the chrisfians all his life,^so he died in 
the very act of bitter hostihly. * 


* Cura d<ylos Palacios. 
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Tlic vaI} of Ali Atar put an end to the transient 
stand of t!ie"“^cavalry. Horse and foot mingled to¬ 
gether, in the desperate struggle across the Xenel; 
and many were trampled down, aqd perished be¬ 
neath *lhc waves. Don Alonzo and hib band con- 


hnued to harass them until they crossed the frontier; 
and every blow, struck herne to the Moors, seemed 
to lighten* the load of humiliation and sorrow which 
had weighed heavy on their hearts. 

In this disastrous rout, the Moors lost upwards of 
five thousand killed and made prisoners; many of 
whom were of the most noble lineages of Granada: 
numbers ded to rocks and mountains, where they 
were subsequently taken. 


This battle was called, by some, the battle of 
Lucena; by others, the battle of the Moorish king, 
because of the capture of Boabdil. Twenty-two 
banners fell into the hands of the Christians, and 
were carried to Vaena, and hung up in the church; 
where (says a historian of after times,) they remain 


to thw day. Once a year^ on the day of St. George, 
they arc borne about in procession, by the inhab¬ 
itants, who at the same time give thanks to God for 


tins signal victory granted to their forefathers. 

Great was the triu»pjfh lyf the count de Cfjbra, 


when, on returning frorn^ the pursuit of the enemy, 


he found that the Moorish king had fallbn into his 
hands. When the unfortunate Boabdil was brouf][ht 
before him, how\3vcr, and,be beheld him a dejected 
captive, whCih but shprtly before he had seen in 


royal splendor surrounded by his ariiiy, the generous 
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heart of the count* was touched by ^ aipathy. He 
said every thing that became a courteous and Chris¬ 
tian knight, to comfort him; observing that the same 
mutability of •things which had suddenly destroyed 
his recent prosperity, might cause his present mis- 
fortunes^s rapidly to^pass away; since in this world 
nothing is stable, and eVen sorrow has its allotted * 
term. 


VoL. I. 


M . 
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CHAPTER XVII . 

LamenkUions of the Moors^ for the battle ofi^hucena, 

J 

The sentinels looked out from the watch-towers 
of Loxa, along the valley of the Xenel, which passes 
through the^ mountains of Algaringo. They looked 
to behold the king returning in triumph, at the head 
of his shining host, laden with the spoil of the unbe¬ 
liever. They looked to behold the standard of their 
warlike idol, the fierce Ali Atar, borne by the chiv¬ 
alry of Loxa, ever foremost in the wars of the border. 

fn tlTB'Vvening of thd 21st of April, they descried 
a single horseman urging his faltering steed along the 
banks of the Xenel. As he drew near, they per¬ 
ceived, by the flash of arms, ftiat ht was a warrior; 
and on nearer approach, by the richness of his armor 
and the caparison of his steed, they knew him to be 
a warrior of rank. ' 

He reached Loxa, fahit and aghast; his Arabian 
cdurser covered wi^ foam, and dust, and blood, 

fatigue, and gar^»e.d with 
his master in safety, ‘ue 
sunk down and died before the gate of the city. The 
soldiers at the gate gathered ^ round the cavalier, as 
he stood mute and melancholy,by his expiring steed: 
they knew hiigF'co be the gallant Cidi Caleb, nephew 
of the chief alfaqui of the Albaycin of Granada. When 
the people of Loxa beheld this noble cavalier, thus 


panting and staggerin^with 
wounds. Having brougl^t 
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alone, haggard and dejected, their hetfi ts were filled 
with fearful forebodings. 

“ Cavalier,” said they, “ how fares it with the king 
and army?” * ^ ^ • 

He ca^t his hand mournfully towards the land of 
the Christians. “Ttere they lie!” exclaimed he. 
“ The heavens have fallen upon them. A4J are lost! 
all dead !”* 

Upon this, there was a great cry of consternation 
among the people, and loud wailings of women: for 
the flower of the youth of Loxa were with the army. 

An old Moorish soldier, scarred in many a border 
battle, stood leaning on his lancc by the gateway. 
“Where is Ali Atar ?” demanded he, eagerly. “If 
be lives, the army cannot bcTlost.” 

“ I saw his turban cleaved by the Christian sword,” 
replied Cidi Caleb. “ His body is floating in the Xenel.” 

When the soldier h^ard these words, he smote his 
breast and threw dust upon his head; for he was an 
old follower of Ali Atar. * 

The noble Cidi Caleb gave himself no re*pose, but, 
mounting another steed, h^tened to carry the disas¬ 
trous tidings to Granada. As he passed through the 
villages, and hamlets, he spre^ sorrow around; for 
th^uT chosen men had followd the king to the wars. 

When he entered the gates of Granada, and an¬ 
nounced the loss of tjie king and army, a voice of 
horror went throughout the city. ^ve»y one thought 
but of his own share in *the gencr^ calamity, and 


* Cura de los Palacios. 
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crovrded roi^ the bearer of ill tidings. One asked 
after a father, another after a brother, some after a 
lover, and many a mother after her son. His replies 
were stiil of wounas and death. To he replied, 
“ 1 saw thy father pierced with a lance, as 1][^ ^iefend 
ed the person of the king.” To another, ** Thy brother 
fell wounded under the-hoofs of the horses; but there 
was no time to aid him, for the Christian cavalry 
were upon us.” To another, I saw the horse of 
thy lover, covered with blood and galloping without 
his rider.” To another, “ Thy son fought by my side, 
on the banks of the Xenel: we were surrounded by 
the enemy, and driven into the stream. I heard him 
cry upon Allah, in the midst of the waters: when I 
reache'STBfe'bther bank, lie was no longer by my side.” 

The noble Cidi Caleb passed on, leaving all Gra¬ 
nada in lamentation; he urged his steed up the steep 
avenue of trees and fountain^ that 'leads to the Al¬ 
hambra, nor stopped until he arrived before the gate 
of Justice. Ayxa, the mother of Boabdil, and Moray- 
ma, his beloved and tended wife, had daily watched 
from the tower of the Gomeres, to behold his tri- 
um'phant return. Who shall describe their affliction, 
when they heard the titjings ^if Cidi Caleb ? The sul¬ 
tana Ayxa spake not much, but sate as one entranced 
in wo. Every now and then, a deep sigh burst forth, 
but she raised her eyes to heaven: “ It‘is the will of 
Allah!” said s};c, ^nd with these words endeavored 
’-repress th<v. agonies of a’mother’s sorrow. The 
tender Morayma threw herself on the ^arth, and gave 
way to the full turbulence of her feelings, bewailing 
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her husband and her father. The hi^-minded Ayxa 
rebuked the violence of her grief: “ Moderate these 
transports^ my daughter,” said she; remember mag¬ 
nanimity should be the attribute* of princes; it be¬ 
comes •iiQt them to give way to clamorous sorrow, 
like common and vulg&r minds.” But Morayma could 
only deplore her loss, with the anguish 6f a tender 
woman. She shut herself up in her mirador, and 
gazed all day, with streaming eyes, upon the vega. 
Every object before her recalled the causes of her af¬ 
fliction. The river Xcnel, which ran shining amidst 
the groves and gardens, was the same on whose banks 
had perished her father, Ali Atar; before h r lay.the 
road to Loxa, by which Boabdil had depa rted, in 
martial state, surrounded by the chivalry of Granada. 
Ever and anon, she would burst into an agony of 
grief. “ Alas! my father!” she would exclaim; “ the 
river runs smilidg before me, that covers thy mangled 
remains: who will gather them to an honored tomb, 
in the land of the unbeliever? And thou, oh boabdil, 
light of my eyes ! joy of* my heart! life of my life ! 
wo the day, and wo the hour, that I saw thee depart 
from these walls. The road Ijy which thou hast de¬ 
parted solitary; never \filLit be gladdened by thy 
l^urn! the mountain thoi\ Hast' traversed lies like a 
cloud in the distance, and all beyond it is darkness.” 

The royal'minstreb were summoned to assuage 
the sorrows of the queep; they atUined their instru¬ 
ments to cheerful strains; l^ut in a little while the 
anguish of thetr hearts prevailed, and turned their 
songs to lamentations. 

*M2 * . IB 
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“ Beautiful X^ranada!” they exclaimed, “ how is 
thy glory faded! The Vivarrambla no longer echoes 
to the tramp of steed and sound of trumpet; no longer 
is it crowded with 'thy youthful nobles, eager to dis¬ 
play their prowess in the tourney and the tilt 

of reeds. Alas! the flower, of*thy chivalry lies low 
in a foreignMand! the soft note of the lute is no longer 
heard in thy moonlight streets; the lively castanet is 
silent upon thy hills; and the graceful dance of the 
Zambra is"no more seen beneath tliy bowers. Be¬ 
hold, the Alhambra is forlorn and desolate! in vain 
do the orange and myrtle breathe their perfumes into 
its silken chambers; in vain does the nightingale sing 
within its groves; in vain are its marble halls refreshed 
by the sounSi of fountains' and the gush of limpid rills. 
Alas! the countenance of the king no longer shines 
within those halls: the light of the Alhambra is set 
for ever!” ‘ 

Thus all Granada, say the Arabian chroniclers, 
gave itself up to lamentation: there was nothing but 
the voice of wailing, from the palace to the cottage. 
All joined to deplore thfeir youthful monarch, cut 
down in the"freshness and promise of his youth; 
many feared that the\reriict*3n of the astr/>I^ers 
was about to be fulfilled, a/id that the downfall of the 
kingdom would follow the death of Boabdil; while 
all declared, that had he survived, he %as the very 
sovereign .calculated to restore the realm to its an¬ 
cient prosperity lind gloiy. 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 


139 


‘chapter XVfiL 

How Muley Ahen HasSan^ofited by the misfortunes of 

his son Boahdih * 

An unfortunate death atones, with the world, for 
a multitude of errors. While the populace thought 
their youthful monarch had perished in the held, 
nothing could' exceed their grief for his loss, and 
their adoration of his memory: w^hen, howeve**, they 
learnt that he was still alive, and had surrendered 
himself captive to the christfans, their feeHn]^ under¬ 
went an instant change. They decried his talents 
as a commander, his courage as a soldier; they railed 
at his expeditioif, a^ rash and ill conducted; and they 
reviled him for not having dared to die on the field 
of battle, rather than surrender to the enemy! 

The alfaquis, as usual, mingled with the populace, 
and artfully guided their discontents. “ Behold/' 
exclaimed they, “ the prediction is accomplished, 
which ^Vtjis pronounced at 4he f>irth of Boabdil. He 
RS^s been seated on the thr^^, and the kingdom has 
suffered dawnfall and disgrace by his defeat and cap¬ 
tivity. Comfort yourselves, O Moslems! The evil 
d&y has passed by; the fatps are satssfidtl: the sceptre 
which has been broken in th§ feeble fiand of Boabdil, 
is destined to resume its foimer power and sway in 
the vigorous grasp of Aben Hassan.” 
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The people v^ere struck with the wisdom of these 
words: they rejoiced that the baleful ^prediction, 
which had so long hung over them, was at an end; 
and declared, that bone but Muley Abeii Hassan had 
the valor and capacity necessary for the pjr^ilection 
of the kingdom, in this time of "trouble. 

The longer the captivity of Boabdil continued, the 
greater grew the popularity of his father. One cil> 
after another renewed allegiance to him; for power 
attracts power, and fortune creates fortune. At 
length he was enabled to return to Granada, and 
establish himself once more in the Alhambra. At 
his approach, his repudiated spouse, the sultana 
Ayxa, gathered together the family and treasures of 
her captTO son, and retired, with a handful of the 
nobles, into the Albaycin, the rival quarter of the 
city, the inhabitants of which still retained feelings 
of loyalty to Boabdil. Here sKe fortified herself, and 
held the semblance -of a court in the name of her 
son. The fierce Muley Aben Hassan would have 
willingly carried fire and *sword into this factious 
quarter of the capital; but he dared not confide in 
his new and uiicerl^in popularity. Many of the 
nobles detested him for hio pf,t cruelty; anni^^Jarge 
portion of the soldiery, l^h^de many of the people di 
his own party, respected the virtues of Ayxa la Horra, 
and pitied the misfortunes of Boabdil.' 

'Grahadia therefore presented the singular spectacle 
q( two soverj^ghties wjthin the same city. The old 
ktog fortified himself in the lofty towers of the Ah' 
hambra, as much against his own subjects as against 
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the Christians; while Ayxa, with the sysal of a nioth< 
er’s affection, which waxes warmer and wanner 
towards her offspring when in adversity, still main¬ 
tained the standard of Boabdil on*the rival /ortress 
of the i^lcazaba, and kept his powerful faction alive 
within the walls of th^ Albaycin. 
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« 


CHAPTER XIX. 

« 

« 

Captivity of Boabdil el Chico^ 

The unfortunate Boabdil remained a prisoner, 
closely gusg^ded, in the castle of Vaena. From the 
towers of his prison, he beheld the town below filled 
with armed men; 'Sind the lofty hill on which it was 
built, girdled by massive walls and ramparts, on 
which a vigilant watch was maintained night and 
day. The mountains around w^ere studded with 
watch-towers, overlooking the lonely roads which 
led to Granada, so that a turban could not stir o\ cr 
the hordes*.'without thc^alarm being given, and the 
w'hole country put on the alert. Boabdil saw that 
there was no hope of escape from such a fortress, 
and that any attempt to rescuer him would be equally 
in vain. His heart was filled with anxiety, as he 
thought on the confusion and ruin which his captivity 
must cause in his afiairs; rvhile sorrows of a softer 
kind overcame his fortitude, as he thought on the 
evils it might, bring upon his family. 

The count de Cal^, {hough he maintained the 
most vigilant guard oveiMjis royal prisoner, yet 
ed him with profound d^erence ; he had appointed 
the noblest apartments in the castle for his abode, 
and sought ii\ eveiy way to cheer him during his 
captivity. A few days oniyhstd passed aw^ay, when 
missives arrived from th^: Castilian sovereigns. Fer¬ 
dinand had been transported with joy at hearing of 
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the capture of the Moorish monarch, peeing the deep 
and politic^ uses that might be made of such an 
event; but the magnanimous spirit of Isabella was 
tilled with compassion for the unfortunate captive. 
Their ^i^essages to Boabdil were full of sympathy- 
and consolation, breathing that high and gentle cour¬ 
tesy which dwells m nol)le minds. , 

This magnanimity in his foe cheered the dejected 
spirit of the captive monarch. “ Tell my sovereigns, 
the king and queen,'' said he to the messenger, that 
[ cannot be unhappy, being in the power of such 
high and mighty princes, especially since they par- 
lake so largely of that grace and goodness which 
Allah bestows upon the monarchs whom he greatly 
loves. Tell them further, that I had loHg^thought of 
submitting myself to their sway, to receive the king¬ 
dom of Granada from their hands, ia the same man¬ 
ner that my ancestor received it from king John IL, 
father to the gracious queen. My greatest sorrow, in 
this my captivity, is, that I must appear to *do that 
from force, which I would fain have done from in¬ 
clination." . *• 

In the mean time, Muley Aben Hassan, finding the 
faction of his son still formidable in Granada, was 
^ixibus to consolidate his j^wer, by gaining posses¬ 
sion of the person of Boabdil. For this purpose, he 
sent an embassy to the Catholic monarchs, offering 
large terms for the ransom, or rather the purchase, ot 
his son; proposing,among*other conditions, to release 
the count of Cifuentes and* nine other^ of his most 
distinguished captives, and to enter into a treaty of 
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confederacy i^ith the sovereigns. Neither did the 
implacable fether make any scruple of testifying his 
indifference whetilier his son were delivered up alive 
or dead, so that his person were placed assuredly 
within his power. ^ 

The humane heart of IsabeUa revolted at the idea 
of giving gp the unfortunate prince into the hands of 
his most unnatural and inveterate enemy: a disdain¬ 
ful refusal was therefore returned to the old monarch, 
whose message had been couched in a vaunting 
spirit. He was informed that the Castilian oovc- 
reigns would listen to no proposals of peace from 
Muley Aben Hassan, until he should lay down his 
arms, and offer them in all humility. 

Overtuved* in a difieront spirit were made by the 
mother of Boabdil, the Sultana Ayxa la Horra, with 
the concurrence of the party which still remained 
faithful to him. It was thereby pre^osed, that Ma¬ 
homet Abdalla, otherwise called Boabdil, should hold 
his crown as vassal to the Castilian sovereigns, pay¬ 
ing an annual tribute, and releasing seventy Christian 
captives annually, for fwe years: that he should, 
moreover, pay a laige sum, upon the spot, for his 
ransom, and at the same ^time give freedom to four 
hundred Christians to b^bosen by the king: that ho 
should also engage to be mways ready to render mili¬ 
tary aid, and should come to the Co];f;es, or assem¬ 
blage of noVes^ and distinguished vassals of the 
crown, whenever summoned. His only son, and the 
sons of twelve distinguished Moorish houses, were 
to be delivered as hostages. 
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King Ferdinand was at Cordova, wjicn he received 
this proposition. Queen Isabella was absent at the 
time. Tie was anxious to consult her in so moment¬ 
ous an affair; or rather, he was fearful of proceeding 
too precipitately, and not drawing from this fortunate 
event ail the advantage of which it was susceptible. 
Without returning any reply, therefore, fp tlic mis¬ 
sion, he sent missives to the castle of Vacua, whci’o 
Boabdil remained in courteous durance of the brave 
count de Cabra, ordering that the captive monarch 
sliould bi. brouiiht to Cordova. 

The count dc Cabra set out, with his 'ilustrious 
prisv^ncr; but when he arrived at Cordova, king 
Ferdinand declined seeing the Moorish monarch. 
He was still undetermined what oourso^? pursue,— 
whether to retain him prisoner, set him at liberty on 
ransom, or treat him with politic magnanimity; and 
each course wophl require a dilTcrent kind of recep¬ 
tion. Until this point should he resolved, therefore, 
he gave him in charge to Marlin dc Alarcon, alcayde 
of the ancient fortress ctf Porciina, with ‘orders to 
guard him strictly, hut tojj'cal him with the distinc¬ 
tion and deference due unto a prince, * These com¬ 
mands were strictly obeyed; and, with the exception 
of being restrained in his liberty, the monarch was as 
nobly entertained as he co^fd have been in his regal 
palace at Grapada. 

,, In the mean time, Ferdinand avai|pd himself of 
this critical moment, whde Granad^j was distracted 
with factions and dissensions^ and befort^he had con¬ 
cluded any treaty with Boabdil, to make a puissant 
VoL. 1. . N . 19 
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and ostentatious inroad into the very heart of the 
kingdom, at the head- of his most illustrious nobles. 
He sacked and destroyed several towns'and castles, 
and extended his j’avagcs to the very g*^tes of Gra¬ 
nada. Old Muley Aben llassan did not venture to 
oppose him. Ills city was tilled with troops, but he 
was uncertain of their ailcdtion. He dreaded, that 
should he sally forth, the gates of Granada might be 
closed against him by the faction of the Albayciri. 

The old Moor stood on the lofty tower of the 
Alhambra, (says Antonio Agapida,) grinding his 
teeth, and foaming like a tiger shut up in his cage, 
as he beheld the glittering battalions of the Christians 
wheeling about the vega, and the standard of the 
cross shini ng forth,fronj, among the smoke of infidel 
villages and hamlets. The most Catholic king (con¬ 
tinues Agapida,) would gladly have continued this 
righteous ravage, but his my,nitions began to fail. 
Satisfic(J, therefore, with having laid waste the coun¬ 
try of the enemy, and insulted old Muley Aben Has- 
san in his^very capital, he returned to Cordova cover¬ 


ed with laurels, and his army laden with spoils; and 
now bethought himself of coming to an immediate 


decision, in regard to his royal prisoner. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


CJfthe treatmeni of Boahdil by the Chstilian S&uereigns, 


A STATELY conveiition was held by king Ferdi¬ 
nand in the ancient city of Cordova, coyiposed of 
several of the most reverend prelates and renowned 
cavaliers of the kingdom, to determine upon the fate 
of the unfortunate iloabdil. 

Don Alonzo de Cordena, the worthy Master of 
Santiago, was one of the first who gave his counsel. 
He was a pious and zealous knight, rigid in his «iCvo- 
tion to the fiiith; and his holy zeal had been inilanlod 
to peculiar vehemence, since his .disasUsoiis crusade 
among the mountains of Malaga. lie inveighed with 
ardor against any compromise or compart with the 
infidels: the objpet of4his war,he observed, not 
the subjection of the Moors, but their utter expulsion 
fi om the land; so that there might no longer ^remain 
a single stain of Mahometanism throughout* Christian 
Spain. lie gave it as his ppinion, therefore, that the 
captive king ought not to be set at liberty. • 

Roderigo Ponce dc Leon, the valiant marques of 
Cadiz, on the contrary, spokd warmly for the release 
of Boabdil. He pronounced it a measure of sound 
policy, even done without conditions. It would 


tend to keep up the civil war in Granola, which was 
as afire consuming the*entrails ofihe enemy, and 
effecting more for the inltTcsts of Sp&in, without 
expense, than all the conquests of its arms. 
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The grand cardinal of Spain, Don Pedro Gonza¬ 
lez dc Mendoza, coincided in opinion with the mar¬ 
ques of Cadiz. Nay, (added that pious prelate and 
politic statesman,) Jt would be sound ,wisdom to fur¬ 


nish the Moor with men and rnone^, and all other 
necessaries, to promote the civil war in Graifada: by 


this means would be produted great benefit to the 
service of God, since we arc assured by his infallible 


word, that “a kingdom divided Jigainsl itself cannot 
stand.”"*^ 


Tordinand weighed these counsels in his mind, but 
was slow in coming to a decision; he was religiously 
attentive to his own interests, (observes Fray Antonio 
Agapida,) knowing himself to be but an instrument 
of ProvidcivfjO in this holy war, and that, tlierefore, 
in consulting his own advantage he was proinoling 
the interest'^ of the faith. The o; !nion of (jnecn 
fsabella relieved him from bis per[>lexily. That 
high-minded princess was zealous for the promotion 
of the faith, but not for the extermination of the in¬ 
fidels. The Moorish kings had held their thrones as 
Aassals to her progenitors; she was content at pres¬ 
ent to accord the same privilege, and that the royal 
|>risoncr should be liberated on condition of becom¬ 
ing a vassal to the crowa. By this means might be 
(dfeclcd the deliverance hC many Christian cajitives, 
who were languishing in Moorish chains. 

King Ferdinand adopted the magnanimous measure 
ix2Commcndcd by ihc queen-; but he accompanied it 



Salazar. Cronica del Gran Cardinal, p. 188. 
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with several shrewd conditions; fsxacting tribute, 
military services, and safe passage and maintenance 
for Christian troops, throughout the places which 
should adhere to Boabdil. The eaptive king readily 
submitted to these stipulations, and swore, after the 

manner of his faith, 4o observe them with exactitude. 

* 

A truce was arranged for two years, during which 
the Castilian sovereigns engaged to maintain him on 
his throne, and to assist him in recovering all places 
which he had lost during his captivity. 

When Boabdil cl Chico had solemnly agreed to 
this arrangement, in the castle of Porcuna, prepara¬ 
tions were made to receive him in Cordova in regal 
style. Superb steeds richly caparisoned and rai¬ 
ment of brocade, and silk, lAid tliT3 nioSTcostly cloths, 
with all other articles of sumptuous array, were fur 
nished to him and to fifty Moorish cavaliers, who had 
come to treat for his*ransom, that he might appear 
in state befitting the monarch of Granada/and the 
most distinguished vassal of the Castilian sovereigns. 
Money also was advanced to maintain him *iii suitable 
grandeur, during his resitUxicc at the Castilian court, 
and his return to his dominions. Finitlly, it was'or- 
dered by the sovereigns, that when he came to Cor¬ 
dova, all the nobles and dignitaries of the court 
should go forth to receive him. 

A question^ now arose among certain of those an¬ 
cient and experienced men, who grew gray about a 
court in the profound stCidy of forms*and ceremonials, 
with whom a point of punctilio is as a vast political 
right, and who contract a sublime and awful idea of 

• N 2 . • 
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the external dignity of the throne. Certain of these 
court sages propounded the momentous question, 
whether the Moorish monarch, coming to do hom¬ 
age as a '■/assal, ougiit not to kneel and»kiss the hand 
of the king. This was immediately dcci-lec^in the 
aflirmativc, by a large number of ancient cavaliers, 
^ accustomcdi. (says Antonio Agapida,) to the lofty 
punctilio of our most dignified court and transcend- 
aut sovereigns. The king, therefore, was informed 
by those who arranged the ceremonials, that when 
the Moorish monarch appeared in his presence, Ikj 
was expected to extend his royal hand to receive the 
kiss of homage. 

“ I should certainly do so,” replied king Ferdinand, 
were he at+iherty; and in his own kingdom; but I 
certainly shall not do so, seeing that he is a prisoner 
and in mine.” 


The courtiers loudly applauded Hip magnanimity 
of this reply; though many condemned it in secret, 
as savoring of too much generosity towards an infi¬ 
del; and the worthy Jesuit,' Fray Antonio Agapida, 
fully concurs in their opinio/i. 

The Moorish king entered Cordova with his little 
train of faithful knights, and escorted by all the 
nobility and chivalry of fiic C;*3tilian court. He was 
conducted, with great stafe and ceremony, to the 
royal palace. When he came in presence of Ferdi¬ 
nand, he knelt and offered to kiss his hand, not 
mer^ in homage as his suKject, but in gratitude for 
his liberty. Ferdinand declined the token of vas¬ 
salage, and raised him graciously from the earth. An 
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interpreter began, in the name of Bpabdil, to laud 
the magnanimity of the Castilian monarch, and to 
promise the most implicit submission. “ Enough,” 
said king Ferdkiand, interrupting tiie interpr/;tcr in 
the mid^t of his harangue: ‘‘ there is no need of 
tliesc compliments, i trust in his integrity, that Ik^ 
will do every thing becoming a good njan and a 
good king.” With these words, he received Boabdil 
cl Chico into his royal friendship and protection. 



153 


A CHRONICLE OF 


CHAPTER XXL 
•' • 

Return cf Boahdil from captivity, f 

In the rponth of August, a noble Moor, of the race 
of the Abenccrragcs, arrived with a splendid retinue 
at the city of Cordova, bringing with him the son of 
Boabdil el Chico, and other of the noble youth of 
Granada, as hostages for the fuliilinent of the terms 
of ransom. When the Moorish king beheld liis son, 
his only child, who was to remain in his stead, a sort 
of captive in a hostile land, he folded him in his arms 
and wept ov«r him. “ Wo the day that I was bornT' 
exclaimed he, “ and evil the stars that presided at iny 
birth! Well was I called El Zogoybi, or the unlucky; 
for sorrow is heaped upon mc^^by my father, and sor¬ 
row do‘I transmit to my son!” The afflicted heart 
of Boabdil, however, was soothed by the kindness 
of the Christian sovereigns,*who received the hostage 
prince with a tciiderncssiisuiited to his age, and a dis¬ 
tinction worthy of his rank. They delivered him in 
charge to the worthy alcay.de Martin dc Alarcon, who 
had treated his father \^ith sv ch courtesy during hi^ 
confinement in the castle'of Porcuna, giving orders, 
that, after the departure of the latter, his son should 
be entertainefl with great honor and princely atten¬ 
tion, in the same fortress. * * 

On the 26 of September, a guard of honor assem¬ 
bled at the gate of the mansion of Boabdil, to escort 
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him to the frontiers of his kingdom. lie pressed his 
child to his heart at parting, but he uttered not a 
word; for there were many cliristian eyes, to behold 
his emotion, mounted his stecjl, and never turn¬ 
ed his head to look again upon the youth; but those 
who w^e near him observed the vehement struggle 
that shook his frame, whtTein the anguish of the father 
had well nigh subdued the studied equanimity of the 
king. 

Boabdil el Chico and king Ferdinand sallied forth, 
side by side, from Cordova, amidst the acclamatioiirt 
of a prodigious multitude. When thc)' were a short 
distance from the city, they separated, with many 
gracious expressions on the part of the C-astilian 
monarch, and many Ihankful^acknovvle^meiits from 
his late captive, whose heart had been humbled by 
adversity. Ferdinand departed for Guadalupe, and 
Boabdil for Granada. ^The latter was accompanied 
by a guard of honor; and the viceroys of Andalusia^ 
and the generals on the frontier, were ordered to 
furnish him with escorts, and to show him all possible 
honor on his journey. In this way he was conducted 
in royal state through the country he had entered to 
ravage, and was placed in safety in fiis own do^ 

minions. * # 

He was met on the frontipr by the principal nobles 
and cavaliers of his court, who had been secretly sent * 
by his mother,*tbe sultana Ayxa, to escort him to the 
capital. The heart of Bpabdil was lifted up for a 
moment, when he found himgclf on liis ^wn territo¬ 
ries, surrounded by Moslem knights, with his own 

20 
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standards waving over his head; and he began to 
doubt the predictions of the astrologers: he soon 
found cause, however, to moderate his* exultation. 
The loyal train w^ich had come to jvelcome him, 
was but scanty in number, and he missed many of 
his most zealous and obsequious courtiers, had 
returned, indeed, to his kingdom, but it was no longer 
the devoted kingdom he had left The story of his 
vassalage to the Christian sovereigns, had been made 
use of by his father to ruin him with the people. lie 
had been represented as a traitor to his country, a 
renegado to his faith, and as leagued with the enemies 
of both, to subdue the Moslems of Spain to the yoke 
of Christian bondage. In (his way, the mind of (he 
public had b^en t[irne(\, from him; the greater part 
of the nobility had thronged round the throne of his 
father in the Alhambra; and his mother, the resolute 
sultana Ayxa, with difliculty rpaintained her faction 
in the opposite towers of the Alcazaha. 

Such was the melancholy picture of aifairs given 
to BoabdiJ by the courtiers who had come forth to 
meet him. They even informed him that it would 
be an enterprise of difficulty and danger to make his 
way back to the capital, and regain the little com-t 
which still remained faithful to him in the heart of 
the city. The old tiger,i Muley Aben Hassan, lay^ 
couched within the Alhambra, and the walls and 
gates of the city were strongly guarded by his troops. 
Boahdil shook* his head, at «tbcse tidings. He called 
to mind the jll omen of bi^ breaking his lance against 
the gate of Elvira, when issuing forth so^vain-gloriously 
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with his army, which he now saw olearly had fore^ 
boded the destruction of that army on which he had 
so confidently relied. “ Henceforth,” said he, “ let 
no man have the impiety to scojBT at omens. 

Boal^ll approached his capital by stealth, and in 
the night, prowling about its walls, like an enemy 
seeking to destroy, rather than a monarch returning 
to his throne. At length he seized upon a postern- 
gate of the Albaycin,—that part of the city which 
had always been in his favor; he passed rapidly 
through the streets before the populace were aroused 
from their sleep, and reached in safety the fortress 
of the Alcazaba. Here he was received into the 
embraces of his intrepid mother, and his favc iite wife 
Morayma. The transports 5f the latter, on the safe 
return of her husband, were mingled with tears; for 
slic thought of her father, Ali Atar, who had fallen in 
his cause, and of her OTily son, who was leil a hostage 
in the hands of the Christians. 

The heart of Boabdil, soAened by his misfortunes, 
was moved by the changes in every thing round him; 
but his mother called u[^4iis spirit. ^^This,” said 
she, is no time for tears and fondness. ^ A king most 
think of his sceptre and hjs throne, and not yield to 
softness like common men. Thou hast done well, 
my son, in throwing thyself resolutely into Granada: 
it must depend upon thyself, whether thou remain 
Ircre a king or a captive.” , 

The old king Mulcy^Aben Hassan had retired to 
his couch that ^ night, in on^ of the strongest towers 
of the Alhambra; but his restless anxiety kept him 



156 


A CHRONICLE OF 


from repose. Jn the first watch of the night, he 
heard a shout faintly rising from the quarter of the 
Albaycin, which is on the opposite side of the deep 
valley t/f the Da/ro. Shortly afterwards, horsemen 
came galloping up the hill that leads to the q^ain gate 
of the Alhambra, spreading^ tl«3 alarm that Boabdil 
had entered the city and possessed himself of the 
Alcazaba. 

In the first transports of his rage, the old king 
would have struck the messenger to earth. He 
hastily summoned his counsellors and commanders, 
exhorting them to stand by him in this critical mo¬ 
ment ; and, during the night, made every preparation 
to enter the Albaycin sword in hand in the morning. 

In the mC:an time, the sultana Ayxa had taken 
prompt and vigorous measures to strengtlien her 
party. The Albaycin was the part of the city filled 
by the lower orders. The Return»of Boabdil was 
proclaihied throughout the streets, and large sums 
of money were distributed among the populace. The 
nobles, assembled in the fAlcazaba, were promised 
honors and rewards by Boabdil, as soon as he should 
bfe firmly seated on the throne. These well-timed 
measures had the customary cfTect; and, by day¬ 
break, all the motley populace of the Albaycin werc^ 
in arms. * 

A djoteful day succeeded. All Granada was a scene 
of tumult andfhofror. Drums and trumpets resounded 
in every part; all busines&.^as interrupted; the shops 
were shut,^ the doors l)arncadoed. Armed bands 
paraded the streets, some shouting for. Boabdil, and 
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some for Muley Aben Ilassan. Wljjen they encoun¬ 
tered cach^ otlier, they fought furiously and without 
mercy; every public square became a scene of battle, 
llie great mass of the lower orcters was in^favor of 
Boabd^l, but it was a multitude without discipline or 
lofty spirit; part of 4he people was regularly armed, 
but the greater number had sallied forjh with the< 
implements of their trade. The troops of the old 
king, among whom were many cavaliers of pride and 
valor, soon drove the populace from the squares. 
They fortified themselves, however, in the streets 
and lanes, which they barricadoed. They made 
fortresses of their houses, and fought^esperately from 
the windows and the roofs, and many a warrior of the 
highest blood of Granada was laid l<»w by plebeian 
hands and plebeian weapons, in this civic brawl. 

It was impossible that such violent convulsions 
should last long, in the heart of a city. The people 
soon longed for repose, and a return to their peace¬ 
ful occupations; and the cavaliers detested these 
conflicts with the multitude, in which there were all 
the horrors of war withoiit its laurels. By the inter¬ 
ference of the alfaquis, an armistice Avas at length 
cflfected. Boabdil was pprsuaded that there was no 
dependence upon the inconstant favor of the multi¬ 
tude, and was prevailed li^on to quit a capital where 
he could only maintain a precarious seat upon his 
throne by a perpetual* and bloody strijggle. He fixed , 
his court at the city ofiAlmcria, which was entirely 
devoted to him, and whicl/, at that tiihe, vied with 
Granada in splendor and importance. This com- 
VOL. I. • O 
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promise of grandeur for tranquillity, however, was 
sorely against the counsels of his proud-spirited moth¬ 
er, the sultana Ayxa. Granada appeared, in her eyes, 
the only, legitimata seat of dominion v and she ob¬ 
served, with a smile of disdain, that he was not 
worthy of being Called a monarch, who was not 
^ master of lys capitaL 
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CHAPTER XXJL 

Foray^f the Moorish Alcaydes, and battle Lopera. 

• 

Though Mulcy Aben Hassan had regained undi¬ 
vided sway over the city of Granada, and the alfaquis, 
by his command, had denounced his son Boabdil as 
an apostate, and as one doomed by Heaven to misfor¬ 
tune, still the latter had many adherents among the 
common people. Whenever, therefore, any act of 
the old monarch was displeasing to the turbujent 
multitude, they were prone to give him a hint of the 
slippery nature of his stanefing, By shduting out the 
name of Boabdil el Chico. Long experience had 
instructed Muley Aben Hassan in the character of 
the inconstant people over whom he ruled. “AIl i 
Achbar!” exclaimed he, “God is great; but a suc¬ 
cessful inroad into the country of the unbelievers, 
will make more converts to my cause than a thou¬ 
sand texts of the Koran, bipounded by ten thousand 
alfaquis.” 

At this time king Ferdiaapd was absent from An¬ 
dalusia on a distant expedition, with many of his 
troops. The moment was favorable for a foray, and 
Muley Aben 'Hassan past about his thoughts for a 
leader to conduct it. Ali Atar, Ihe* terror of the 
border, the scoui^e of Andalusia, was dead; but there 
was another veteran general, scarce inlRcrior to him 
for predatory warfare. This was old Bexir, the gray 
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and crafty alcayde of Malaga; and the people under 
liis command were ripe for an expedition ,of the kind. 
The signal defeat and slaughter of the Spanish knights 
in the neighboring mountains had filled the people 
of Malaga with vanity and self-conceit. They had 
nltrikulcd to their own valor the defeat which had 
^ been cause^l by the nature of the country. Many of 
them wore the armor and paraded in public with the 
horses of the unfortunate cavaliers slain on that occa¬ 
sion, which they vauntingly displayed as the trophies 
of tlicir boasted victory. They had talked themselves 
into a contempt for the chivalry of Andalusia, and 
were impatient for an opportunity to overrun a 
country defended by such troops. This, Mulcy Aben 
Ilassan considv^red A favdrablc state of mind to insure 
a daring inroad, and he sent orders to old Bexir to 
gather togetlicr his people and the rljoicest warriors 
of the borders, and to carry life andvword into the 
very heart of Andalusia. The wary old Bexir imme¬ 
diately dispatched his emissaries among the alcaydes 
of the botder towns, calling upon them to assemble 
with their troops at (he ‘city of Ronda, close upon 
the' Christian frontier. 

Ronda was the most virulent nest of Moorish depre¬ 
dators in the whole border country. It was situated 
in the midst of the wild Serrania, or chain of moun¬ 
tains of the same name, which are uncommonly lofty, 
broken, and fre 9 ipitous. It stood on an almost 
isolated rock, nearly enci^:cl<^d by a deep valley, or 
rather chasifi, through which ran the [leautiful river 
called Rio Verde. The Moors of this city were the 
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most active, robust, and warlike of all the moun¬ 
taineers, aftd their very children discharged the cross¬ 
bow with unerring aim. They were incessantly 
harassing the rich plains of Andalusia; their city 
abounded with Christian spoils, and their deep dun¬ 
geons were crowded with Christian captives, who^ 
might sigh in vain for deliverance from this impreg¬ 
nable fortress. Such was Ronda in the time of the 
Moors; and it has ever retained something of the 
same character, even to the present day. Its inhab¬ 
itants continue to be among the boldest, fiercest, and 
most adventurous of the Andalusian mountaineers; 
and the Serrania dc Ronda is famous as tho most ‘dan¬ 
gerous resort of the bandit^and ^he c< 2 ntrabandista. 

Hamet Zcli, surnamed El Zegri, was the com¬ 
mander of this belligerent city and its fierce inhabit¬ 
ants. He was of th^ tribe of the Zegrics, and one 
of the most proud and daring of that warlike race. 
Beside the inhabitants of Ronda, he had a legion of 
African Moors in his impiediate service. They were 
of the tribe of the Gomcref, mercenary troops, whose 
hot African blood had not yet been tepipered by, Ihc 
softer living of Spain, and whose whole business was 
to fight. These he kept aUtays well armed and well 
appointed. The rich pasturage of the valley of 
Ronda produced a breed of horses famous for strength 
and speed; no cavalr)^, therefore, wasjietter mounted 
than the band of Gonaores. Rapjd on the march 
fierce in the attack, it would sweep down upon the 
Andalusian plains like a sudden blast from the moun- 
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tains, and pass a*way as suddenly, before there was 
time for pursuit. 

There was nothing that stirred up the spirit of the 
Moors of the frontiers more thoroughly than the idea 
of a foray. The summons of Bexir was gladly <^jcycd 
|by the alcaydes of the border towns, and in a little 
while there was a force of fifteen hundred horse and 
four thousand foot, the very pith and marrow of the 
surrounding country, assembled within the walls of 
Ronda. The people of the place anticipated with 
eagerness the rich spoils of Andalusia, that were soon 
to crowd their gates; throughout the day, the city 
resounded with the noise of kettlc*drum and trumpet; 
the high-mettled steads stamped and neighed in their 
stalls, as if they shared the impatience for the foray; 
while the Christian captives sighed, as the varied din 
of preparation reached to their^ rocky dungeons, de¬ 
noting that a fresh ravage was preparing against their 
countrymen. 

The infidel host sallied forth full of spirits, antici¬ 
pating an easy ravage and abundant booty. They 
encouraged eaph other in a contempt for the prowess 
of the foe. Many of the warriors of Malaga, and of 
some of the mountain to\/nV .had insultingly arrayed 
themselves in the splendid armor of the Christian 
knights slain or taken prisoners in the famous mas¬ 
sacre, and some of them rode the Andalusian steeds 
which had been captured or that occasion. 

The wary Bexir had concerted his plans so secretly 
and expeditiously, that the Christian towns of Anda¬ 
lusia had not the leasf suspicion of the storm that had 
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gathered beyond the mountains. Thcpvast and rocky 
range of the Serrania de Ronda extended like a screen, 
covering all their movements from observation. 

The army m*ade its way as rapfflly as the Tugged 
nature af the mountains would permit, guided by 
IJarnet cl Zegri, the *bo]d alcayde of Ronda, who 
knew every pass and defile: not a drum, nor the 
clash of a cymbal, nor the blast of a truTnj)ot, was 
j>crmitted to be heard. The mass of war rolled 


(juietly on as the gathering cloud to the brow of tlic 
mountains, intending to burst down like the thunder¬ 
bolt upon the plain. 

Never let the most wary commander fancy himself 
secure from discovery; for rocks have eyes, and trees 
have cars, and the birds of Ihe air ha^c tongues, to 
betray the most secret enterprise. There chanced 


at this time to be six Christian scouts, prowling about 
the savage hciglfts of tlie Serrania de Ronda. They 


were of that kind of lawless ruflians who infest the 


borders of belligerent countries, ready at any time to 
fight for pay, or prowl for plunder. The wild moun¬ 
tain passes of Spain havef dver abounded with loose 
rambling vagabonds of the kind,—soldiers in war, 
robbers in peace; guides, guprds, smugglers, or cut¬ 
throats, according to the circumstances of the case. 
These six marauders (says Fray Antonio Agapida) 

were oh this Occasion phosen instruments, sanctified 
• _ 

by the righteousness of ^their cause.* They were 
lurking among the mountams, to %ntrap Moorish 
cattle or Moorish prisoners, both of which were 
equally saleable in the Christian market. They had 
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ascended one o^T the loftiest cliffs, and were looking 
out like birds of prey, ready to pounce upon any 
thing that might offer in the valley, when tliey de¬ 
scried file Moorish army emerging from a mountain 
glen. They watched it in silence as it wouiM below 
them, remarking the standsurds of the various towns 
and the pennons of the commanders. They hovered 
about it on its march, skulking from cliff to cliff, until 
they saw the route by which it intended to enter the 
Christian country. They then dispersed, each mak¬ 
ing his way by the secret passes of the mountains to 
some different alcayde, that they might spread the 
ala/m far and wide, and each get a separate reward. 

One hastened to Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero, 
the same valiant alcayde who had repulsed Muley 
Aben Hassan from the walls of Alhama, and who 
now commanded at Ecija, in the absence of the 
Master of Santiago. Others roused the town of 
Utrera, and the places of that neighborhood, putting 

them all on the alert. 

^ 0 

Puerto Carrero was a cavalier of consummate vigror 

f ® 

and activity. He immediately sent couriers to the 
alcaydes of the neighboring fortresses; to Herman 
Carrello, captain of a body, of the Holy Brotherhood, 
and to certain knights the order of Alcantara. 
PuertOf’lWrero was the first to take Uie field. Know¬ 
ing thei hard and hungry service of^ these border 
scampers, he inade every paan take a hearty repast, 
and see that his horse yvas well shod and perfectly 
appointed. Then all being refreshed and in valiant 
c j|Mrt, he sallied forth to seek the Moors. He had 
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but a handful of men, the retainers his household 
and troops pf his captaincy; but they were well 
armed and mounted, and accustomed to the sudden 
rouses of the border; men whom the cry of* “ Arm 
and oiit^ to horse and to the field I” was sufiicicr.t 
at any time to put in a fever of animation. 

While the northern part of Andalusia vwas thus on 
the alert, one of the scouts had hastened southward 
to the city of Xercs, and given the alarm to the 
valiant manjues of Cadiz. W'^hen the marques heard 
that (he Moor was over the border, and that the 
standard of Malaga was in the advance, his heart 
hounded with a momentary joy; for he remembered 
(lie massacre in the mountains, where Ina valiant 
brothers had been mangled'*befot'e hi# eyes. The 
very authors of his calamity were now at hand, and 
lie flattered himself that the day of vengeance had 
arrived. lie m&dc a Ifesty levy of his retainers and 
of the fighting men of Xeres, and hurried otT with 
three hundred horse and two hundred foot, aW reso¬ 
lute men and panting for fevengc. 

In the mean time, the veteran Bexir had accom¬ 
plished his march, as he imagined, imdiscovcrcfd. 
From the openings of the craggy defiles, he pointed 
out the fertile plains of Andalusia, and regaled the 
oyos of his soldiery with the rich country they were 
about to ravage. The fierce Gome res of Ronda 
Were flushed with joy at the sight \ a»d even their 
steeds seemed to prick dp* their cart and snuff the 
breeze, as they^ beheld the &enes of thdir frequent 
forays. 
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When they ^me to 'where the mountain defile 
opened into the low land, Bexir divided his force 
into three parts: one, composed of foot-soldiers and 
of sucht- as were ‘weakly mounted, he left to guard 
the pass, being too experienced a veteran not lo know 
the importance of securing a rfctreat: a second body 
he placed in ambush, among the groves and thickets 
on the banks of the river Lopera: the third, consist¬ 
ing of light cavalry, he sent forth to ravage the Cam- 
pina, or great plain of Utrera. Most of this latter 
force was composed of the fiery Gomeres of Ron da, 
mounted on the fleet steeds bred among the moun¬ 
tains. It was led by the bold alcayde Uamet cl 
Zegri, who was ever eager to be foremost in the 
forage. Little su^pectihg that the country on both 
sides was on the alarm, and rushing from all direc¬ 
tions to close upon them in rear, this fiery troop 
dashed forward until they calne within two leagues 
of Utrdra. . Here they scattered themselves about 
the plain, careering round the great herds of cattle 
and flock's of sheep, and s\Vccping them into droves, 
to be hurried to the mouhtains. 

While they were thus dispersed in every direction, 
.a troop of horse and body, of foot from Utrera came 
suddenly upon them. The Moors rallied together in 
small parties, and endeavored to defend thcmselvv^s; 
but they were without a leader, for Hamet el Zegri 
was at a ^tatic<;, having, like a hawk, made a wide 
circuit in pursuit of prey. The marauders soon gave 
way and flefi towards the ambush on i}\e banks of the 
Lopera, being hotly pursued by the men of Utrera, 
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Whpn they reached the Lopcra, tlje Moors in am¬ 
bush rushed^ forth with furious cries; and the fugi¬ 
tives, recovering courage from this reinforcement, 
rallied and turned upon their pursuers. Thfi Chris¬ 
tians stpod their ground, though greatly inferior in 
number. Their lances were soon broken, and they 
came to sharp work with sword and scinytar. The 
Christians fought valiantly, but were in danger of 
being overwhelmed. The hold Hamct had collected 
a handful of his scattered Gomeres, and, leaving his 
prey, had galloped towards the scene of action. His 
little troop of horsemen had reached the crest of a 
rising ground at no great distance, when trumpets 
were heard in another direction, and Luis F irnandez 
Puerto Carrero and his followers came galloping into 
the field, and chaiged upon the inhdels in flank. 

The Moors were astounded at finding war thus 
breaking upon them, firom various quarters of what 
they had expected to find an unguarded country. 
They fought for a short time with desperatioDi and 
resisted a vehement assault from the knights of Alcan¬ 
tara, and the men-at-arms of the Holy Brotherhood. 
At length the veteran Bexir was struck from his 
horse by Puerto Carrero, apd taken prisoner, and the 
whole force gave way and fled. In their flight, they 
sej^rated, and took two toads to the mountains, 
thinking, by dividing their forces, to distract the 
enemy. The chiistians were too fcA^ to separate. 
Puerto Carrero kept them together, pursuing one 
division of the enemy with'great slaughter. This 
battle took place at the fountain of the fig-tree, near 
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to the Lopera.^ Six hundred Moorish cavaliers were 
slain, and many taken prisoners. Much spoil was 
collected on the field, with which the Christians re¬ 


turned,in triumph to their homes. • 

The latter body of the enemy had retreated along 
a road leading more to the south, by the banks of the 
Guadalet^. When they reached that river, the sound 
of pursuit had died away, and they rallied to breathe 
and refresh themselves on the margin of the stream. 
Their force was reduced to about a thousand horse, 


and a confused multitude of foot. While they were 
scattered and partly dismounted on the banks of the 
Guadalete, a fresh storm of war burst upon them 
from an opposite direction. It was the marques of 
Cadiz, leading on«his household troops and the fight¬ 
ing men of Xeres. When the Christian warriors 
came in sight of the Moors, they were roused to fury 
at beholding many of them arrayec^in the armor of 
the cavaliers who had been slain among the moun¬ 
tains of Malaga. Nay, some who had been in that 
defeat beheld their own armor, which they had cast 
away in their flight, to ft^pablc themselves to climb 
the mountains. Exasperated at the sight, they rush¬ 
ed upon the foe with t];ie ferocity of tigers, rather 
than the temperate courage of cavaliers. Each man 
felt as if he were avengiifg the death of a relativq, or 
wiping out his own disgrace. The^good marques, 
limself, beh^d a powerful Moor bestriding the horse 
f his brother Beltran: gMng a cry of rage and an¬ 
guish at the sight, he rAshed through the thickest of 
the enemy, attacked the Moor with resistless fury, 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 169 

and after a short combat, hurled him breathless to 
the earth. 

The Moors, already vanquished in spirit, couM iK>t 
withstand the *assault of men this madly excited. 
They sgon gave way, and fled for the defile of the 
Serrania de Ronda, where the body of troops had 
been ^stationed to secure a retreat. These, seeing 
them come galloping wildly up the defile, with chris- 
iiati banners in pursuit, and the flash of weapons at 
their deadly work, thought all Andalusia was upon 
them, and fled without awaiting an attack. The 
pursuit continued among glens' and defiles; for the 
Christian warriors, eager for revenge, had no com¬ 
passion on the foe. 

When the pursuit was ovet^ tho marques of Cadiz 
and his followers reposed tliemselves upon the bunks 
of the Guadalete, where they divided* the spoil. 
Among this were found many rich corselets, helmets, 
and weapons,—the Moorish trophies of the defeat ii'. 
the mountains of Malaga. Several were claimed by 
their owners; others were known to have iielongcd 
to noble cavaliers, who tbad been slain or taken 
prisoners. There were several horse? also, richly 
caparisoned, which had p^^nced proudly with the 
unfortunate warriors, as they sallied out of Anliquera 
uppn that fatal expedition? ^Thus the exultation of 
the victors was dashed with melancholy, and many a 
knight was seen lamenliing over the^heknet or corse¬ 
let of some loved compsfriloh in arme. 

The good marques of Cadiz was resting under a 
tree on the banks of the Guadalete, when the horse 
VoL. 1. • P 22 
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which had belonged to his slaughtered brother Bel¬ 
tran was brought to him. He laid his hand upon 
the mane, and looked wistfully at the empty saddle. 
His bospm heaVed with- violent agitation, and his lip 
quivered and was pale. Ay de mi! mi hermano 
(wo is me! my brother!) was aji that he said; for the 
grief of a warrior has not many words. He looked 
round on the field strewn with the bodies of the ene¬ 
my, and in the bitterness of his wo he felt consoled 
by the idea that his brother had not been unrevenged. 


Note. —En el despojo de la Batalla ae ireron muchaa ricas 
corazaa e capacetes, i barberaa de laa que ae habian perdido en el 
Axarquia, e otras muchas armaa, e algunea fueron'conocidaa de 
ana Duenoa que laa hayian dejado por fair, e otraa fueron cono> 
cidaa, que eran nfui aen^Uada/Re hombrea prindpalea que havlan 
quedado muertoa e cautivoa, i fueron tornadoa muchoa de loa 
teiamoB CayalXoa con aua ricaa aillaa, ^e loa que quedaron en la 
Azarquia, e flieron conooidoa cuioa e^.” 

Cura de Paheios, cap. 67. 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

* Retreat of Hamet el Zegri^ AXectjde of Ronda, 

The^oM alcajde gf Ronda, Hamet el Zegri, had 
careered wide over the t!]latnpii!a of Utrera, encom¬ 
passing the flocks and herds, when he*heard the 
burst of war at a distance. There were with him 
but a handful of his Gomeres. He saw the scamper 
and purauit afar off, and beheld the Christian horse¬ 
men spurring madly on towards the ambusc ade on 
the banks of the Lopera. Hamet tossed his hand 
triumphantly aloft, for his men to follow hinr The 
Christian dogs are ourssaid he..as h^ put spurs to 
his horse, to take the enemy in rear. 

The little band, which followed Hamet, scarcely 
amounted to thirty hoisemen. They spurred across 
the plain, and reached a rising ground, just the 
force of Puerto Carrero had chaiged, with sound of 
trumpet, upon the flank^ of the party in« ambush. 
Hamet beheld the headloqg rout of the army, with 
rage and consternation. He found the^ country v^as 
pouring forth its legions from every quarter, and 
perceived that there was no safety but in precipitate 

flight. • 

But which.way to fly? \n army was between 
him and the mountaih pass; all the ^forces of the 
neighborhood were rushing to the bidders; the whole 
route by which he had como^ was by thi| time occu¬ 
pied by the foe*. He checked • his steed, rose in the 
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stirrups, and rolled a ^tern and thoughtful eye over 
the country; thVn sinking into his saddle, he seemed 
to commune a moment with himself. Turning quick¬ 
ly to his troop^ ^singled out a renfgado Christian, 
a traitor to his religion and his king. “Come hither," 
said Hamet. “Thou knowest^iall the secret passe 
of the country.” “I do,*' replied the renegado. 
“ Dost thou know any circuitous route, solitary and 
untrav^lled, by which we can pass wide within these 
troops, and reach the Serrania?” The renegado 
paused: “ Such a route I know, hut it is full of peril, 
for it leads through the heart of the Christian land."" 
“ ’Tis well,” said Hamet; “ the more dangerous in 
appearance, the less it will be suspected. Now 
hearken to n^e. I{.ide by my side. Thou seest this 
purse of gold, and this scimitar. Take us, by the 
route thou hast mentioned, safe to the pass of the 
Serrania, and this purse shall«be thy^reward; betray 
us, and, this scimitar shall cleave thee to the saddle¬ 
bow.”* 

The rf.negado obeyed, trembling. They turned off 
from the direct road to, the mountains, and struck 
southward towards Lebrixa, passing by the most 
solitary roads, and along those deep ram bias and 
ravines by which the country" is intersected. It was 
indeed a daring course. ? Every now and then they* 
heard the distant sound of trumpets, ^nd the alarm- 
bellsof towns and villages, atid found that the war 
was still hurryylg to the borders. They hid them- 


* Cura de lus Palacios. Ubi. sup. 
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selves in thickets, and in the dry beds of rivers, until 
the danger had passed by, and thin resumed their 
course. Hamet el Zegri rode on in silence, his hand 
upon his sciipitar and his eye upon the renegado 
guide,j>repared to sacrifice him on the least sign of 
treachery; while his band followed,'gnawing their 
lips with rage, at having thus to skulk through a 
country they had come to ravage. 

When night fell, they struck into more practicable 
roads, always keeping wide of the villages and ham¬ 
lets, lest the watch-dogs should betray them. In this 
way, they passed in deep midnight by Areos, crossed 
the Guadalete, and efiected their retreat to the 


mountains. The day dawned, as they made their 
way up the savage defiles. Theirtcomiades had been 
hunted up these very glens by the enemy. Every 
now and then, they came to where there had been a 
partial fight, or^a slaughter of the fugitives; and the 
rocks were red with blood, and strewed wkh man¬ 


gled bodies. The alcayde of Ronda was .almost 
frantic with rage, at seeing many of his bravest war¬ 
riors lying stiff and starl(,«a prey to the hawks and 
vultures of the mountains. Now and then some 
wretched Moor would crawl out oT a cave or glen, 
whither he had fled for refuge; for in the retreat, 
m^ny of the horsemen had ^bandoned their steeds, 
thrown awaj; their armor, and clambered up the 
olifis, where they couM not be pursue^ by the Chris¬ 
tian cavalr}\ * • • 

The Moorish army had sallied forth from Ronda, 

• P2 
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amidst shouts and acclamations; but wailings were 
heard within itsl^alls, as the alcayde and his broken 
band returned without banner or trumpet, and hag¬ 
gard with famine«and fatigue. The tidings of their 
disaster had preceded them, borne by the fogitivcs 
of the army. No one ventured#to speak to the stern 
Hamet el Zegri, as he entered the city; for they saw 
a dark cloud gathered upon bis brow. 

It seemed (says the pious Antonio Agapida) as if 
heaven meted out this defeat in exact retribution foi 
the ills inflicted upon the Christian warriors in the 
heights of Malaga. It was equally signal and dis- 
astrous. Of the brilliant array of Moorish chivalr}', 
which had descended so confldently into Andalusia, 
not more than two« hundred escaped. The choicest 
troops of the frontier were either taken or destroj - 
cd; the Moorish garrisons enfeebled; and many al- 
caydes and cavaliers of noblo lineage carried into 
captivity, who were afterwards obliged to redeem 
themaqlves with heavy ransoms. 

This was called the ba<ttle of Lopera, and was 
fought on the 17th of September, 1483. Ferdinand 
and Isabella, were at Vittoria in Old Castile, when 
they received news of th^ victory, and the standards 
taken from the enemy. * They celebrated the event 
with processions, illtim^nktions, and other festivities. 
Ferdiuaiid sent to the marques of Cadiz the royal 
raimMik^hicb he had worn on that day, and coh- 
felted bn him, and on all "those who should inherit 
JnSilMb, the privilege of wearing royal robes on our 
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Lady's day, in September, in commemoration of this 
victoiy.* i • 

Queen Isabella was ecpially mindful of the great 
services of Dpn Luis Fernandez* Puerto Carrero. 
Besides many encomiums and favors, she sent to his 
wife the royal vestments and robe of brocade which 
he had worn on the same day, to be worn hy her, 
during her life, on the anniversary of that battle.^ 


Mariana, Abarca, Zurita, Pulgar, &c. 
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I 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Of the reception at court of the Count db Cabra and the 

Alcalde de los Donzetes, 

A 

In the n^idst of the hustle of warlike affairs, the 
worthy chronicler Fray Antonio Agapida pauses 
to note, with curious accuracy, the distinguished 
reception given to the count de Cabra and his 
nephew, the alcayde de los Donzeles, at the stately 
and ceremonious court of the Castilian sovereigns, 
in reward for the capture of the Moorish king Bo- 
abdil. The court (he observes) was held at the time 
in the ancient Moorish**palace of the city of Cor¬ 
dova, and the ceremonials were arranged by that 
venerable prelate Don Pedro Gonzalez de Mendoza, 
bishop of Toledo and grand cardinalcOf Spain. 

It was on Wednesday, the 14th of October, (con- « 
tinues the precise Antonio Agapida,) that the good 
count de Cabra, according to arrangement, appeared 
at the gate of Cordova. •Here he was met by the 
grand cardinal, and the duke of Villahermosa, illegiti¬ 
mate brother of the king, together with many of the 
first grandees and prelates of the kingdom. By this 
august train was he at^ilded to the palace, amidst 
triumphant strains of martial music, and the shouts 
of a prodigiousf multitude. 

When the count arrived in the presence of the 
sovereigns, who were sdkted in state on a dais or 
raised part of the hall of audience, they both arose. 
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The king advsuiced exactly five steps ^oward the count, 
who-knelt and kissed his majesty's hslnd; but the king 
would not receive him as a mere vassal, but em- 
braced him wij;h affectionate cordiality. Th^ queen, 
also advanced two steps, and received the count with 
a counfenance full of^sweetness and benigni^’: after 
he had kissed her hand, the king and queqn returned 
to their thrones, and, cushions being brought, they 
ordered the count de Cabra to be seated in their 


presence. This last circumstance is written in large 
letters, and followed by several notes of admiration, 
in the manuscript of the worthy Fray Antonio Agap- 
ida, who considers the extraordinary privilege of 
sitting in presence of the Catholic sovereigns 'an 
honor well worth fighting foe. • • 

The good count took his seat at -a short distance 
from the king, and near him was seated the duke of 
Najera, then th^ bishop of Palencia, then the count 
of Aguilar, the count Luna, and Don Gutierre de 
Cardonas, senior commander of Leon. • 

On the side of the qaeen were seated grand 
cardinal of Spain, the ^uke of Yillahermosa, the 
count of Monte Rey, and the bishops* of Jaen amd 
Cuenca, each in the order^in which they are named. 
The Infanta Isabella was preVented, by indisposition, 
from attending the ceremoo;^- 

And now fqstive music resounded through the halh 
and twenty ladies of* the queen’s rc^nue entered 
magnificently attired; i>pr>n whichl*,twenty youthful 
cavaliers, very gay and galliard in their^iarray, step¬ 
ped forth, andj each seeking his fair partner, they 

. . 23 
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commenced a st^ately dance. The court in the mean 
time, (observes *Fray Antonio Agapida,^ looked on 
with lofty and becoming gravity. 

Whep the dance was concluded,, the king and 
queen rose t6 retire to supper, and dismi^jed the 


count with many gracious expaessions. He was then 
attended by all the grandees present to the palace of 


the grand cardinal, where they partook of a sump¬ 


tuous banquet. 

On the following Saturday, the alcayde de los 
Donzeles was received, likewise, with great honors; 
but the ceremonies were so arranged, as to be a de¬ 
gree less in dignity than those shown to his uncle; 
the latter being considered the principal actor in this 
great achievements Thus the grand cardinal and 
the duke of Yillahermosa did not meet him at the 


gate of the city, but received him in the palace, and 
entertained him in conversation until summoned to 
the sovereigns. 

When the alcayde de los Donzeles entered the 
presence* chamber, the king and queen rose from 
their chairs, but without* advancing. They greeted 
him graciously, and commanded him to be seated 
next to the count de Cabi;a. 

The Infanta Isabella came forth to this reception, 
and took her seat besid^the queen. When the court 
were all^aeated, the music again sounded through the 
hall, l#fd the twenty ladies came forth as on the pre¬ 
ceding' occasion^ richly attVed, but in different rai¬ 
ment. They danced, 8s before; and the Infanta 
Isabella, taking a youn^ Portuguese damsel for a part- 
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ner, joint i in the dance. ]Vhen this was concluded, 
the king and queen dismissed the«alcayde de los 
Donzeles with great courtesy, and the court broke up. 

The worthy^Fray Antonio Agapida here indulges 
in a loqg eulogy on the scrupulous discrimination of 
the Castilian court, in the distribution of its honors 
and rewards, by which means every smile, and ges¬ 
ture, and word of the sovereigns, had its certain 
value, and conveyed its equivalent of joy to the heart 
of the subject;—a matter well worthy the study 
(says he^ of all monarchs, who are too apt to dis¬ 
tribute honors with a heedless caprice that renders 
them of no avail. 

On the following Sunday, both the count de Cabta 
and the alcayde de los Donzeles were invited to sup 
with the sovereigns. The court that evening was 
attended by the highest nobility, arrayed with that 
cost and splendpr forevhich the Spanish nobility of 
those days were renowned. ^ • 

Before supper, there was a stately and ceremoni¬ 
ous dance, befitting the dignity of so august a court. 
The king led forth the qu^an, in grave and graceful 
measure, the count de Cabra was honored with the 
hand of the Infanta Isabellj^; and the alcayde de los 
Donzeles danced with a daughter of the marques de 

Astoiigat ** % 

The dance* being concluded, the royal party re¬ 
paired to the supper-table, which was# placed on an 
elevated part of the salobn. Here^ in full view of 
the court, the qount de Cabrd and the alcayde de los 
Donzeles supped at the same table with the king, 
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the queen, and the Infanta. The r^yal family were 
served by the n^firques of Villena. The cupbearer 
to the king was his nephew Fadrigue de Toledo, son 
to the duke of i^lva. Don Alexis de Estahiga had 
the honor of fulhlling that office for the queen, and 
Tello de Aguilar for the Infanta* Other cavaliers of 
rank and distinction waited on the count and the 

r 

alcayde de los Donzeles. At one o^clock, the two 
distinguished guests were dismissed with many cour¬ 
teous expressions by the sovereigns. 

Such (says Fray Antonio Agapida) were the great 
honors paid at our most exalted and ceremonious 
court, to these renowned cavaliers * but the gratitude 
of the sovereigns did not end here. A few days 
afterwards, they bfstowed upon them large revenues 
for life, and others to descend to their heirs, with the 
privilege for them and their descendants to prefix the 
title of Don to their names. They g^ve them, more¬ 
over, ar armorial bearings, a Moor's head crowned, 
with a, golden chain round the nedk, in a sanguine 
field, and twenty-two banxers'round the margin of 
the escutcheon. Their «^scendants, of the houses 
ofrCabra and Cordova, .continue to bear these arms 
at the present day, in n^emorial of the victory of 
Lucena and the capturh of Ijoabdil el Chico.^ 
-- 

^ The account given by Fray Antonio Agapitla of tiiis ceremo¬ 
nial, so chfraetc^stic of the old Spanish court, agrees in almost 
every particular wi^ti an ancieir manuscript, made up from the 

chronicles of the curate of Iob Palacios and other old Span:«>li 

.. ® 
writers. 
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CHAPTER XX\;. 

HomUlu Marques of Cadiz concerted to surprise 
Zahara, and tHe result of his enterprise. 

m 

The valiant Rodcri^o Poucc dc Leon, marques 
<>/ Cadiz, was one of the most vigilant of command¬ 
ers. He kept in his pay a number of converted 
Moors, to serve as adalides, or armed guides. These 
mongrel Christians were of great service, in procuring 
information. Availing themselves of their Moorish 
character and tongue, they pcnetraled into Jie cAe- 
iny's country, prowled abo«t the cattles and for¬ 
tresses, noticed the state of the walls, the gates and 
towers, the strength of their garrison,^and the vigi¬ 
lance or negligence of their commanders. All this 
they reported minutely to the marques, who thus 
knew the state of every fortress tipon the frontier, 
and when it might be attacked with advantage. Be¬ 
side the various towns aniJacities over which he held 
a feudal sw'ay, he had always an armed force about 
him, ready for the held. ^ host of retainers fed in 
his hall, who were ready to follow him to danger and 
deeth itself, without inqifiyng who or why they 
fought. l'he«armories of his castles were supplied 
'^ith helms and cuirasses and wea^o^s of all kinds, 
ready burnished for usc^ ^nd his stables were filled 
with hardy steeds, that cduld stand a mountain 
scamper. 

VoL. I. • Q 
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The marques was aware that the late defeat of the 
Moors on the b^nks of the Lopera, had weakened 
their whole frontier; for many of the castles and 
fortresses had losi their alcaydes, and^ their choicest 
troops. He sent out his war-hounds, therefore, upon 
the range, to ascertain where a^ucccssful blow might 
be struck; and they soon returned, with word that 
Zahara was weakly garrisoned and short of pro¬ 
visions. 

This was the very fortress, which, about two 
years before, had been stormed by Muley Aben 
Hassan; and its capture had been the first blow of 
this eventful war. It had ever since remained a 
thhrn in the side of Andalusia. All the Christians 
had been carried away .captive, and no civil popula¬ 
tion had been introduced in their stead. There were 
no women or children in the place. It was kept 
up as a mere militaiy post, commaiyding one of the 
most important passes of the mountains, and was a 
strong-liold of Moorish marauders. The marques was 
animated by the idea of regaining this fortress for his 
sovereigns, and wrestingp(^'om the old Moorish king 
this boasted jLrophy of his prowess. He sent missives 
therefore to the brave Luis Fernandez Puerto Car 
rero, who had distingdished himself in the late vic¬ 
tory, and to Juan Ain^i^az, captain of the mer^-at- 
arms of the Holy Brotherhood, infoi^ming them of 
his designs, a^d inviting them*to meet him with their 
forces on the banks of the? Gaudaletc. 

It was on the day (says Fray Antonio Agapida) of 
the glorious apostles St. Simon and ./udas, the twen- 
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ty-eighth of October, in the* year of.grace one thou¬ 
sand four hundred and eighty three,4hat this chosen 
band of Christian soldiers assembled suddenly and 
secretly at the appointed place, l^eir forces, when 
united,^amounted to six hundred horse and fifteen 
hundred foot. Their*gathering place was at the en¬ 
trance of the dehle leading to Zahara. That ancient 
town, renowned in Moorish warfare, is situated in 
one of the roughest passes of the Serrania de Ronda. 
It is built round the craggy cone of a hill, on the lofty 
summit of which is a strong castle. The country 
around is broken into deep barrancas or ravines, 
some of which approach its very walls. T?:c plact' 
had until recently been considered impregnable; but 
(as the worthy Fray Antonid Agdpida* observes) the 
walls of impregnable fortresses, like the virtue of 
self-confident saints, have their weak points of attack. 

The mniques of Ctidiz advanced \\ilh Ivs little 
army in the dead of the night, march*i g bilchtly into 
the deep and dark defiles of the mountains, and steal¬ 
ing up the ravines which^xtended to the walls of the 
town. Their approach so noiseless, that the 
Moorish sentinels upon the walls heard not a voice 
or a footfall. The marquos yras accompanied by his 
old escalador, Ortega de Prado, who had distinguish- 
edi» himself at the scaling* Of Alhama. This hardy 
veteran was ^ationed^ with ten men, furnished with 
scaling-ladders, in a cavity among the1*ocks, close to 
the walls. At a little distance, seventy men were 
hid in a ravine, to be at hand to secondT him, when 
he should have fixed his ladders. The rest of the 
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troops were concealed iti another ravine, command< 
ing a fair approfich to the gate of the ^fortress. A 
shrewd and wary adalid, well acquainted with the 
place, Y^as appointed to give signals; and was so 
stationed, that he could be seen by the variviis par 
tics in ambush, but was hiddeif from the garrison. 

The remainder of the night passed away in pro¬ 
found quiet. The Moorish sentinels could be heard 
tranquilly patrolling the walls, in perfect sccuritj. 
The day dawned, and the rising sun began to shine 
against the lofty peaks of the Serrania de Ronda. 
The sentinels looked from their battlements o\er a 
savage but quiet mountain country, where not a hu¬ 
man being was stirring; they little dreamt of the 
mischief that day Itirkih^ in every ravine and chasm 
of the rocks around them. Apprehending no danger 
of surprise in broad daj, the gre dor pad of the sol¬ 
diers abandoned the walls and'towers, and descended 
into the* city. 

By orders of the marques, a small body of light 
. cavalry passed along the gfen, and, turning round a 
point of rock, showed themselves before the town: 
they skirred Hhe fields almost to the gates, as if by 
way of bravado, and tq defy the garrison to a skir¬ 
mish. The Moors were not slow in replying to it. 
About seventy horse, and a number of foot who had 
guarded the walls, sallied fortl) impetuously, thinking 
to make easy prey of these insolent marauders. The 
Christian horsenfen fled for the ravine; the Moors 
pursued them down the hill, until they heard a great 
fhouting and tumult behind them. Looking round. 
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they beheld their town assailed, an^ a scaling party 
mounting the walls sword in hand.» Wheeling about, 
they galloped furiously for the gate; the marques of 
Cadiz and Lyis Fernandez Pueito Carrerp rushed 
forth jt the same time with their ambuscade, and en< 
deavored to cut them off; but the Moors succeeded 
in throwing themselves within the walls.. 

While Puerto Carrero stormed at the gate, the 
marques put spurs to his horse and galloped to the 
support of Ortega de Prado and his scaling party. 
He arrived at a moment of imminent peril, when the 
party was assailed by fifty Moors, armed with cui¬ 
rasses and lances, who were on the point of rhrusting 
them from the walls. The marques sprang from his 
horse, mounted a ladder, svford m hand, followed by 
a number of his troops, and made a vigorous attack 
upon the enemy.* They were soon driven from the 
walls, and the* gates'and towers remained in posses¬ 
sion of the Christians. The Moors defended them¬ 
selves for a short time in the sfPeets, but at length 
took refuge in the castte, the walls of w'hich were 
strong, and capable of holding out until relief should 
arrive. The marques had no desire* to carry bn a 
seige, and he had not provisions sufficient for many 
prisoners; he granted them, therefore, favorable terms. 
They were permitted, oil leaving their arms behind 
them, to march out with as much of their effects as 
‘they could carry; and it was stipulated that they 
should pass over to BaM>ary. The^arques remained 

* Cura do los Palacios, r. 63. 
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in the place untij both town and castle were put in a 
perfect state of defence, and strongly gai^risoned. 

Thus did Zahara return once more into possession 
of the cjiristians, %o the great confusioa of old Muley 
Aben Hassan, who, having paid the penalty of his 
ill-timed violence, was now deprived of its vaunted 
fruits. The Castilian sovereigns were so gratified by 
this achievement of the valiant Ponce de Leon, that 
they authorized him thenceforth to entitle himself 
duke of Cadiz and marques of Zahara. The warrior, 
however, was so proud of the original title, under 
which he had so often signalized himself, that he 
gave it the precedence, and always signed himself 
marques, duke of Cadiz. As the reader may have 
acquired the same predilection, we shall continue to 
call him by his ancient title. 
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.CHAPTER XXVf. 


Of the fortress of Alhamaj and how wisely it was govern¬ 
ed by the Count de Tendilla, ^ 

In this part of his chronicle, the worthy father 
Fray Antonio Agapida indulges in triumphant cxulta- 
tion over the downfall of Zahara: Heaven sometimes 
speaks (says he) through the mouths of false piophets, 
for the confusion of the wicked. By the fall of this 
fortress was the prediction of the santon of Uranada 
ill some measure fulfilled, that the ruins of Zahara 
should fall upon the heads of the infidels.'*' 

Our zealous chronicler scoils at the Moorish ah 
cayde, who lost Jiis fortress by surprise in broad day¬ 
light; and contrasts the vigilance of the Christian 
governor of Alhama, the town tsfK^ in retaliation 
for the storming of Zahai%. • 

The important post of^Alhama was at this time 
confided by king Ferdinand to Don Inigo Lopez dc 
Mendoza, count of Tcnd^la, a cavalier of noble 
blood, brother to the grand cardinal of Spain. He 
ha4 been instructed by the icing, not merely to main¬ 
tain his post, but also to make sallies and lay waste 
the surrounding country. His fortress tvas critically 
situated. It was within "seven leagues of Granada, 
and at no gres^ distance frdhi the warlike city of 
Loxa. It was nestled in the lap of the mountains. 
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commanding high-road to Malaga and a > view 
over the extensi'fe vega. Thus situated, in the heart 
of the enemy’s country, surrounded by foes ready to 
assail him, and a^rich country for him to ravage, it 
behoved this cavalier to be for ever on alert. 
He was in fact an experiencfed veteran, a shrewd 
and wary officer, and a commander amazingly prompt 
and fertile in expedients. 

On assuming the command, he found that the gar¬ 
rison consisted but of one thousand men, horse and 
foot. They were hardy troops, seasoned in rough 
mountain campaigning, but reckless and dissolute, as 
soldiers are apt to be when accustomed to predf»lory 
warfare. They would fight hard for booty, and then 
gamble it heedlessly aWay, or squander it in licentious 
revelling. Alhama abounded with hawking, sharping, 
idle hangers-on, eager to profit by the vices and follies 
of the garrison. The soldiers' were oftener gambling 
and dancing beneath the walls, than keeping watch 
upon the battlements; and nothing was heard, from 
morning till night, but tbe'noisy contest of cards and 
dice, mingled with the feound of the bolero or fan¬ 
dango, the drowsy strumming of the guitar, and the 
rattling of the castanets ^ while often the whole was 
interrupted by the loud brawl, and fierce and bloody 
contest. * • 

The count of Tendilla set himseti vigorously to 
reform these'excesses; he knew that laxity of morals 
is generally attended by neglect of duty, and that the 
least breach of discipline in the exposed situation of 
9Sh fortress might be fatal. '' Here is but a handful 
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of men,” said he; “it is necessary that each man 
should be a hero.” - 

He endeavored to awaken a proper ambition in 
ihc minds of h^s soldiers, and*to intdlil into them the 
high principles of chivalry. “ A just war,”* he ob¬ 
served, “ is often rendered wicked and disastrous by 
the manner in which it is conducted; for the right¬ 
eousness of the cause is not sutlicicnt to sanction the 
j)ro/ligacy of the means, and the want of order and 
subordination among the troops may bring ruin and 
disgrace upon the best concerted plans.” But we 
r annot describe the character and conduci of this 
icnowncd commander in more forcible languaije than 

O O 

iliat of Fray Antonio Agapida, excepting that the 
pious father places in the f«ircgri)und«of his virtues 
his haired of the Moors. “ The count dc Tendilla,” 
says lie, “ was a mirror of Christian knighthood— 
watchful, abstemious, chaste, devout, and thoroughly 
filled with the spirit of the cause. He labored in¬ 
cessantly and strenuously for the«^ry of the faith, 
and the prosperity of their most catholic majesties; 
and, above all, he hated tbo infidels with a pure and 
holy hatred. This worthy cavalier disoountcnanced 
all idleness, rioting, chan^bering, and wantoiincss^ 
among his soldiery. He kept* them constantly to the 
exorcise of arms, making 4lv^m adroit in the use of 
their weapons and management of tlieir steeds, and 
prompt for the field at*a moment’s noljjcc. He per 
mi tied no sound of lute *or harp, or song, or othei 
loose minstrelsy, to be heard'fin his fortrese, debauch¬ 
ing the car and softening the valor of the soldier; no 
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other music was allowed but the wholesome rolling 
of the drum and braying of the trumpet, and such 
like spirit-stirring instruments as fill the mind with 
thoughts of iron war. All wandering i^instrels, sharp¬ 
ing pedlars, sturdy trulls, and other camp trumpery, 
were ordered to pack up their baggage, and were 
drummed put of the gates of Alhama. In place of 
such lewd rabble, he introduced a train of holy friars 
to inspirit his people by exhortation, and prayer, 
and choral chanting, and to spur them on to light the 
good fight of faith. All games of chance were pro¬ 
hibited, except tlic game of war; and this he labored, 
by vigilance and vigor, to reduce to a game of cer¬ 
tainty. Heaven smiled upon the cflbrts of this right¬ 
eous cavalier.*. His^menrhecame soldiers at all points, 
and terrors to the Moors. The good count never set 
forth on a ravage, without observing the rites of con¬ 
fession, absolution, and commVinion,«and obliging his 
followers to do the same. Their banners were blessed 
by the«ho1y fria^‘*^hom he maintained in Alhama; 
and in this way success wa^ secured to his arms, and 
he was enabled to lay wacte the land of the heathen. 

«Thc fortress of Alhama (continues Fray Antonio 
Agapida) overlooked fror^ ils lofty site a great part 
oT the fertile vega, watered by the Cazin and the 
Xenel: from this he made frequent sallies, sweeping 
away the flocks and herds from the pasture, the la¬ 
borer from the fleld, and the convoy from the road; 
so that it was said by the Moors, that a beetle could 
not crawl across the fega without Joeing seen by 
count Tendilla. The peasantry, therefore, were fain 
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to betake themselves to wiitch-tow^rs and fortified 
hamlets, whpre they shut up theirvcattle, garnered 
their corn, and sheltered their wives and children. 
Even there they were not safe; Ihe coun^ would 
storm these rustic fortresses with fire and sword 
make captives of theif inhabitants; carry off the corn, 
the oil, the silks, and cattle; and leave the ruins 
blazing and smoking, within the very sight of Granada. 

“It was a pleasing and refreshing sight,''continues 
the good father, “ to behold this pious knight and his 
followers returning from one of these crusades, leav¬ 
ing the rich land of the infidel in smoking desolation 
behind them; to behold the long line of mules and 
asses, laden with the plunder of the Gentiles—the 
hosts of captive Moors, men,•women, and children— 
droves of sturdy beeves, lowing kine, and bleating 
sheep; all winding up the steep acclivity to the gates 
of Alhama, pricked orf by the Catholic soldiery. His 
garrison thus thrived on the fat of the land -ftnd the 
spoil of the infidel; nor was he unfftindful of the pious 
fathers, whose blessings drowned his enterprises with 
success. A large portion *of the spoil was always 
dedicated to the church; and the goerd friars wdre 
ever ready at the gate to hail him on his return, and 
receive the share allotted them. Beside these allot¬ 
ments, he made many votit^c offerings, cither in time 
of peril or omthe eve of a foray; and the chapels of 
Alhama were resplendent with chajicos, crosses, and 
oilier precious gifts made by this Catholic ‘cavalier.’ 

Thus eloque,ntly does the Venerable P^ay Antonio 
Agapida dilate in praise of the good count de Ten- 
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dilla; and othen historians of equal veracity, but less 
unction, agree iR pronouncing him one pf the ablest 
of Spanish generals. So terrible in fact did he become 
in the Jand, that the Moorish peasantry could not 
venture a league from Granada or Loxa to labor in 
the fields, without peril of b^ing carried into cap¬ 
tivity. Tihe people of Granada clamored against 
Muley Aben Hassan, for suffering his lauds to be 
thus outraged and insulted, and demanded to have 
this bold marauder shut up in his fortress. The old 
monarch was roused by their remonstrances. He 
sent forth powerful troops of horse, to protect the 
country, during the season that the husbandmen 
were abroad in the fields. These troops patrolled 
in formidable squadroh's in the neighborhood of Al- 
hama, keeping strict w^atch upon its gates; so that it 
was impossible for the Christians to make a sally, 


without being seen and intercepted.« 

While Alhaijra was thus blockaded by a roving 
force -of Moorish* cavalry, the inhabitants were 
awakendd one night by d tremendous crash, that 
shook the fortress to its*foundations. The garrison 
flew to arms^' supposing it some assault of the enemy. 
The alarm proved to hav^ been caused by the rup¬ 
ture of a portion of the wall, which, undermined by 
heavy raw, had suddeidj' given way, leaving a large 
chasi4|()^fWAing towards the plain. « 

dq Tendilla was for a time in great 
ansMjfC Should this breach be discovered by the 
blodfeddin^orsemen, tliey would aropse the*country, 
Grenada and Loxa would pour out an overwhelming 
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force, aiJtl they would find his walls iready sapped for 
an assault. In this fearful emergency, the count dis¬ 
played his noted talent for expedients. He ordered 
a quantity of linen cloth to be strekhed in front of 
the hr^ch, painted in imitation of stone, and indent¬ 
ed with battlements, so as at a distance to resemble 
the other parts of the wall: behind this ^screen he 
employed workmen, day and night, in repairing the 
fracture. No one was permitted to leave the fortress,, 
lest information of its defenceless plight should be 
carried to the Moor. Light squadrons of the enemy 
were seen hovering about the plain, but inwer ap¬ 
proached near enough to discover the deception; 
and thus, in the course of a few days, the vvall was 
rebuilt stronger than before. • • • 

There was another expedient of this shrewd vete¬ 
ran, which greatly excites the marvel of Agapida. 
“ It happened,” he observes, ‘‘ that this Catholic 
cavalier at one time was destitute of gold and silver, 
wherewith to pay the wages of h*-droops; ayd the 
soldiers murmured greatly, seeing that they* had not 
the means of purchasing i^^^essaries from the people 
of the town. In this dilemma, what docs this most 
sagacious commander? He takes me a number of 
little morsels of paper, on the which he inscribes 
various sums, large and smadlL according to the nature 
of the case, aq^ signs me them with his own hand and 
name. These did he give to the soldiq^y, in earnest 
of their pay. ‘ How !’ yoA will say,* ‘ arc soldiers to 
be paid with scraps of paper?’ Even so^ I answer, 
and well paid too, as I will presently make manifest: 

VoL. I. • R • 25 
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for the good count issued a proclamation, ordering 
the inhabitanta.|)f Alhama to take these morsels of 
paper for the full amount thereon inscribed, promis¬ 
ing to redeem them at a future time yvith silver and 
gold, and threatening severe punishment to jitl who 
should refuse. The people, having full confidence 
in his word, and trusting that he would be as willing 
to perform the one promise as he certainly was able 
to perform the other, took those curious morsels of 
paper without hesitation or demur. Thus, by a subtle 
and most miraculous kind of alchemy, did this Cath¬ 
olic cavalier turn worthless paper into precious gold, 
and make his late impoverished garrison abound in 
nfioney!” 

It is but jjjst tQ add, that the count de Tendilla 
redeemed his promises, like a loyal knight; and this 
miracle as it appeared in the eyes of Fray Antonio 
Agapida, is the first instance on yecord of paper 
money^ which has since inundated the civilized world 
with unboundetKh.iulence. 

• A 
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CHAPTER XXVIJ. 

Foray Christian Knights into the territory of the Moors. 

The Spanish cavaliers who had suavived the 
memorable massacre among the mountains of Malaga, 
although they had repeatedly a\ enged the death of 
their companions, yet could not forget the horror 
and humiliation of their defeat. Nothing would satisfy 
them but to undertake a second expedition of the 
kind, to carry fire and sword throughout a wide *)art 
of the Moorish territories, and to leave all those re- 
gions which had triumphed Ih their disaster a black 
and burning monument of their vengeance. Their 
wishes accorded with the policy of the king, who 
desired to lay waste the country and tlcstroy the re-» 
sources of the enemy; every assistance was therefore 
given to promote and accomplish^lSr enterpeise. 

In the spring of 1484, the ancient city of Antiquera 
again resounded with arms; numbers of the same 
cavaliers who had assembled there so gaily the pre¬ 
ceding year, again came wheeling into the gates with 
their steeled and shining warriors, but with a more 
dafk and solemn brow thad on that disastrous occa¬ 
sion, for they had the recollection of their slaughtered 
friends present to their minds, whose deaths they 
were to avenge. “• * • 

In a little w^ile there wa^ a chosen force of six 
thousand horse and twelve thousand foot assembled 
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in Antiquera, many of them the very flower of Span¬ 
ish chivalry, troops of the established military and 
religious orders, and of the Holy Brotherhood. 

Ever^ precaution had been taken to furnish this 
army with all things needful for its extensive and 
perilous inroad. Numerous surgeons accompanied 
it, who were to attend upon all the sick and wounded, 
without charge, being paid for their services by the 
queen. Isabella, also, in her considerate humanit}, 
provided six spacious tents furnished with beds and 
all things needful for the wounded and infirm. These 
continued to be used in all great expeditions through¬ 
out the war, and were called the Queen’s Hospital. 
The worthy father. Fray Antonio Agapida, vaunts 
this benignant prevision of the queen, as the first 
introduction of a regular camp hospital in campaign¬ 
ing service. 

Thus thoroughly prepared, the cavaliers issued 
forth from Antiquera in splended and terrible array, 
but with less exutv^g confidence and vaunting osten¬ 
tation than on their formei foray; and this was the 
order of the army. Doii Alonzo de Aguilar led the 
advance guard, accompanied by Don Diego Fernan¬ 
dez de Cordova, the alcayde de los Donzeles, and 
Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero, count of Palma, 
with their household troops. They were followed 
by Juan de Merlo, Juan de Almara, end Carlos de 
Biezman, of the Holy Brothernood, with the men-at- 
arms of their captaincies. 

'Pbe secend battalion was commanded by the mar¬ 
ques of Cadiz and the Master of Santiago, with the 
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caTaliers of Santiago and the troops of the house of 
Ponce Leon: with these also wciA the senior com¬ 
mander of Calatrava and the knights of that order, 
and various other cavaliers and their retainers. 

Tha right wing of this second battalion was led by 
Gonsalvo de Cordova, afterwards renowned as grand 
captain of Spain; the left wing, by Diego Lopez de 
Avila. They were accompanied by several distin< 
guished cavaliers, and certain captains of the Holy 
Brotherhood, with their men-at-arms. 

The duke of Medina Sidonia and the count dc 
Cabra commanded the third battalion, with the 
troops of their respective liouscs. They were ac¬ 
companied by other commanders of nqte, with their * 
forces. ♦ • • 

The icar guard was brought up by the senior 
commander and knights of Alcantara, followed by 
the Andalusiaif chivaliry from Xerez, Ecija, and Car¬ 
mona. ^ 

Such was the army that issued forth from the gates 
of Antiquera, on one of*the most extensive talas^ or 
devastating inroads, that*eVer laid waste the kingdom 
of Granada. 

The army entered the Ijjloorish territory by the 
way of Alora, destroying all the cornfields, vineyards, 
and orchards, and plantalibns of olives, round that 
city. It thetl proceeded through the rich valleys and 
fertile uplands of Coin, Cazarabonelt, Almexia, and 
Cartama; and in ten 3ays^ all thdse fertile regions 
were a smoking and frightful desert. From hence it 
pursued its slow and destructive course, like the 
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stream of lava of* a volcano, through the regions of 
Papiana and Alh^ndin, and so on to the vega of Mal¬ 
aga, laying waste Ae groves of olives and< almonds, 
and the«fields of grain, and destroying e\ cry green 
thing. The Moors of some of those places intevccilnd 
in vain for their groves and ^el^s, offering to deliver 
up their Christian captives. One part of the army 
blockaded the towns, while the other ravaged the 
surrounding country. Sometimes the Moors sallied 
forth desperately to defend their properly, but were 
driven back to their gates with slaughter, and their 
suburbs pillaged jind burnt. It was an awful spectacle 
at night to behold the volumes of black smoke mingled 
with lurid flames that rose from the burning subiirb«5, 
and the womeh on *the walls of the town wringing 
their hands and shrieking at the desolation of their 
dwellings. 

The destroying army, on arriving a^ the sea-coast, 
found vessels lyi^gof^ shore laden with all kinds of 
provisions and inuniuons for its use, which had been 
sent from ^Seville and Xcrez: it was thus enabled to 
coidiiiiue its desolating cafecr. Advancing to the 
neighborhood' of Malaga, it was bravely assailed by 
the Moors of that city, and there was severe skirmish¬ 
ing for a whole day; but while the main part of the 
army encountered the enemy, the rest ravaged the 
whole vega and destroyed all the mills. As the object 
of the expeditidh was not to papture places, but mere¬ 
ly to burn, ravage, and ^destroy, the host, satisfied 
with the mischief they had done in the vega, turned 
their backs upon Malaga, and again entered the 

I M 
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mountains. They passed by Coin, iind through the 
regions of Allazayna, and Gatero, and Alhaurin; all 
wliich were likewise desolated. In this way did they 
make the circuit of that chain of fich and verdant 
valleys^ the glory of those mountains and the pride 
and delight of the Mbore. For forty days did they 
continue on like a consuming tire, leaving^a smoking 
and howling waste to mark their course, until, weary 
with the work of destruction, and having fully sated 
their revenge for the massacre of the Axarquia, they 
returned in triumph to the meadows of Antiquera. 

In the month of June, king Ferdinand took com¬ 
mand in person of this destructive army; he increased 
its force, and added to its means of mischiei seve¬ 
ral lombards and other heaiiy artillery., intended for 
the battering of towns, and managed by engineers 
from France and Germany. With these, the marques 
of Cadiz assured the king, he would soon be able to 
reduce the Moorish fortresses. They were only cal¬ 
culated for defence against the en§lnes anciently used 
in warfare. Their wall^and towers were*high and 
thill, depending for securii^n their rough and rocky 
situations. The stone and iron balls thundered from 
the lombards would soon tjamble them in ruins upon 
the heads of thSir defenders. * 

♦The fate of Alora speedily proved the truth of this 
opinion. It was strongly posted on' a rock washed 
by a river. The artillery sooq .battered down two 
of the towers and a part* of the wall. The Moors 
were thrown jnto consternation at the wehemence 
of the assault, and the effect of those tremendous en- 
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gines upon their.vaunted*bulwarks. The roaring of 
the artillery and the tumbling of the walls terrified 
the women, who beset the alcayde with vociferous 
supplications to ^rrender. The place was given up 
on the 20th of June, on condition that the inhabitants 
might depart with their effects.* The people of Mal¬ 
aga, as yeLunacquainted with the power of this bat¬ 
tering ordnance, were so incensed at those of Alora 
for what they considered a tame surrender, that they 
would not admit them into their city. 

A similar fate attended the town of Setcnil, built 
on a lofty rock and esteemed impregnable. Many 
times had it been besieged under former Christian 
kings, but never had it been taken. Even now, for 
several days *the artillery was directed against it 
without effect, and many of the cavaliers murmured 
at the marques of Cadiz for having counselled the 
king to attack this unconquerable place.* 

On tlie same night that these reproaches were ut¬ 
tered, ^he marqucMirected the artillery himself: he 
levelled Ihe lombards at the bottom of the walls, 
and at the gates. In a \iitle while, the gates were 
bettered to pieces, a great breach was effected in the 
walls, and the Moors were fain ^o capitulate. Twen¬ 
ty-four Christian captives, who had been taken in the 
defeat of the mountains* of Malaga, w^ere resci&ed 
from the dhngeons of this fortress, and hailed the 
marques ^ Oidi^ as their deliverer. 

Needless is it to mention* the capture of various 
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which surrendered without waiting to 
be attacked. The Moors had shown great 

bravery and perseverance in defending their towns; 
they were formidable in their salliofft and skirmishes^ 
and patient in enduring hunger and thirst when be 
sieged; but this terrible ordnance, which demolished 
their walls with such cas'e and rapidity, overwhelmed 
tlicm with confusion and dismay, and rendered vain 
all resistance. King Ferdinand was so struck with 
the effect of this artillery, that he ordered the number 
of lombards to be increased; and these potent engines 
had henceforth a great influence on the fortunes of 
this war. 


other places. 


The last operation of this year, so disastrou'^ lo tfie 
Moors, was an inroad by king Fei^inaud', in the latter 
part of summer, into the vega, in which he ravaged 
the country, burnt two villages near to Granada, and 
destroyed the njills near the very gates of the city. 

Old Muley Aben Hassan was overwhelmed with 
dismay at this desolation, whic^ dlSring the ^whole 
year, had been raging throughout his territories, and 
had now reached to the.walls of his capital. His 
fierce spirit was broken by misfortunes and infirmity; 
he offered to purchase a pe^ace, and to hold his crown 
as a tributary vassal. Ferdiftand would listen to no 
j>ropositions: the absolute«Qpnquest of Granada was 
the great object of this war, and he was resolved 
never to rest content Without its coinpjelc fulfilment 
Having supplied and strengthened athe garrisons of 
the places he had taken in the heart of the Moorish 

territories, he "enjoined their commanders to render 
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erery assistance to the younger Moorish king, in the 
civil war against^his father. He then returned with 
his army to Cordova^ in great triumph, closing a 
series of ravagini^campaigns, that had Jilled the king¬ 
dom of Ixranada with grief and consternatioor 
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CHAPTER XXVm 

Attempt of El Zagdl to eurprise BoabdU in Ahneria. 

m 

During this year of* sorrow and disinter to the 
Moors, the younger king Boabdil, most truly called 
the unfortunate, held a diminished and feeble court 
in the maritime city of Almeria. He retained little 
more than the name of king, and was supported in 
even this shadow of royalty, by the countenance and 
treasures of the Castilian sovereigns. Still he trusted, 
that, in the fluctuation of events, 'the inconst .nt na¬ 
tion might once more return to bis. standard, and re¬ 
place him on the throne of the Alhambra. 

His mother, the high-spirited sultana Ayxa la 
llorra, endeavored to rouse him from t^is passive 
state. It is a feeble mind,'’' said she, that waits 
for the tuni of fortune'^s wheel; jj^e l^ve mind seizes 
upon it, and turns it to ks purpose. Take the field, 
and you may drive danger before you; remain cower¬ 
ing at home, and it besieges you in your dwelling. 
By a bold enterprise, you^may regain your splendid 
throne in Graifbda; by passiVe forbearance, you will 
fiprfeit hven this miserable»throne in Almeria.'* 

Boabdil had not the force of soul to follow these 
courageous counsels, hnd in a little tiipe the evils his 
mother had predicted fell upon him. 

Old Muley^Aben Hassan*was almost extinguished 
by age and infirmity. He had nearly lost his sight, 
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and was completely bedridden. His brother Ab¬ 
dallah, sumamecjl £1 Zagal, or the valiant, the same 
who had assisted in the massacre of the Spanish 
chivalry among \he mountains of Makga, was com- 
mander-ln-chief of the Moorish armies, and gradually 
took upon himself most of thet cares of sovereignty. 
Among other things, he was particularly zealous in 
espousing his brother's quarrel with his son; and he 
prosecuted it with such vehemence, that many af¬ 
firmed there was something more than mere fraternal 
sympathy ^t the bottom of his zeal. 

The disasters and disgraces inflicted on the country 
by the Christians during this year, had wounded the 
national feelings of the people of Almeria; and many 
had felt indignant that Boabdil should remain passive 
at such a time, or rather, should appear to make a 
common cause with the enemy. His uncle Abdallah 
diligently fomented this feelings by h^s agents. The 
same arts were made use of, that had been successful 
in Granada. iSbal^dil was secretly but actively de¬ 
nounced .by the alfaquis, as on apostate, leagued with 
the Christians against his country and his early faith; 
the aflTections of the populace and soldiery were 
gradually alienated from him, and a deep conspiracy 
concerted for his destruction. ^ 

In the month of February, 1485, El Zagal suddenly 
appeanAibefore Almeria, at the head 4 of a troop of 
horses • The qlfaquis were prepared for his arrival, 
and Ae gates were thrown*open to him. He entered 
£M|b'«his band, and galloj^ed to the citadel. The al- 
4Bl^e would have made resistance; but the garrison 
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put him to deaths and received £1 Zagal with acclai- 
clamaiions. EJ Zagal rushed throj^ the apartments 
of the Alcazar, but he sought inVain for Boabdi). 
He found the sultana Ayxa la Hottu in one of the 
salc^ns, with Ben Ahagete, a younger brother of tlie 
monarch, a valiant Abencerrage, and several attend¬ 
ants, who rallied round them to protect them. 

Where is the traitor Boabdil ?” exclaimed El 
Zagal. ^ I know no traitor more perfidious than 
thyself,” exclaimed the intrepid »ultana; “ and 1 
trust my son is in safety, to ^ke vengeance on thy 
treason.” The rage of Zagal was without bounds, 
when he learnt that ^1® intended victim lud escaped. 
In his fury he th® prince Bfen Ahagete, and *his^ 
followers foil upon and mpssac^red t)ie Abencerrage 
and attendants. As to the proud sultana, she was 
borne away prisoner, and loaded with revilings, as 
having u^held^ her sgn in his rebellion, and fomented 

a civil war. , 

The unfortunate Boabdil h^ be6n apprized of his 
danger by a faithful soldier, just in time tQ make his 
escape. Throwing hiip^lf on one of the fleetest 
horses in his stables, and followed by a handful oil ad¬ 
herents, he had galloped in the confusion out of the 
gates of Almepia. Several df the cavalry of El Zagal, 
who were stationed with^l^ the walls, perceived his 
flight, and |ittempted to pursue him; thmr 
were Jaded with trsrvel,' and he aoc^ left them^ar ^ 
behind. But, whither«\Fas he to fly ? Eveiy' Confess 
and “castle in* the kingdeom of > Granada was Closed 
gg pina t. biiii;^be knew not whom, among t)ae Moors 
• VoL. L . S 
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to trust, for ihej Imd been ‘taught to detest him as a 
traitor and an apostate. He had no alternative but 
to seek refuge ani^ong the Christians, his hereditaiy 
enemies. With a neavj heart, he turne^i his horse's 
head towards Cordova. He had to lurk, like a /iigi- 
tive, through a part of his own ^dominions; nor did 
he feel^hims€|]f secure, until he bad passed the fron¬ 
tier, and beheld the mountain barrier of his country 
towering bel^d him. Then it was that he became 
conscious of his humiliating state—-a fugitive from 
his throne, an outcast fi^^m his nation, a king without 
a kingdom. He smote hi& breast, in an agony of 
grief: Evil indeed," exclaimed he, “ was the day 
, of my birth, and truly was I nameo PJl Zogoybi, the 
unlucky." ^ ^ « 

He ente^ed the gates of Cordova with downcast 
countenance, and with a train of but forty followers. 
The sovereigns were absent; but thp cavaliers of 
Andalusia manifested that sympathy in the i^isfor- 
tunes of the monarch; that becomes men of lofly i^nd 
chivalrous, souls. They received him with great 
distinction, attended him with the utmost courtesy, 
and he was honorably entertained by the civil and 
militaiy commanders of that anjpjent city. 

In the mean time, Ek Zagal put a new alcayde 
over Almeria, to govern in^the name of his brother; 
<^n4» having strongly garrisoned the plaoe, he repair¬ 
ed to Malaga, prhere an attack hf the Christians was 
apj^'^hended. T&e young*^ tiionarch being driven 
out ok* die land, and the eld monarch blind and bed¬ 
ridden, El Zagal, at die head of the annies, was vir- 



THE CX3NQUEST OF GRANADA. 307 

tuallj the Bovereign of Gcanadsu ^ The people were 
pleased with having a new idol to look up to, and a 
new name to shout forth; and EllZagal was hailed 
with acclamations, as the main h^e of the nation. 
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cijAPTlER XXIX. 

I ‘ 

Mow Etng Ferdinand commenced another camfidgn 
against the Moores and how hi laid siege to Coin 
and Cartama. 

The great effect of the battering ordnance in de-* 
molishing the Moorish fortresses in the preceding 
' year, induced king Ferdinand to procure a powerful 
train for the campaign of 1485, in the course of 
which he resolved to assault some of the most 
.formidable bolds of the enemy. An army of nine 
thousand cavalry and*twea1y thousand infantry assem¬ 
bled at Cordova, early in the spring; and the king 
took the field on the 5th of April. It had been de¬ 
termined in secret council, to attack tlv 3 city of Mal¬ 
aga, that ancient and important sea-port, on which 
Granads^ depended foe foreign aid and supplies. It 
*was thought proper previously, however, to get pos¬ 
session of various towns andrfortresses in the valleys 
of Santa Maria and Cartanni, throu^ whidi pass 
the roads to Malaga. , 

The first place assailedf was the towh of Benama- 
quez. It had submitted toPthe Catholic sovereign^ 
ia the preceding year, but had ranee renounced its 
,alll;«ance. Kiqg Ferdinand wak enraged at the re- 
belluNs of the inhabitants. wiU make tiieir pun- 
ishmem,*' said he, ^^a terrdr to others: ^y shall be 
loyal through force, if not throng faith.** The place 
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wad carried bj storm: one hundr^ and ei^t of die 
principal inhabitants were either, put to the sword 
or hanged on the battlements; thorat were carried 
into captivity.* ^ 

73;ie towns of Coin and Cartama were besi^d 
on the same day; the jirst by a division of the army 
led on by the marqnes of Cadiz, the second by an¬ 
other division commanded by Don Alonzo de Agui¬ 
lar and Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero, the brave 
Senior of Palma. The king, with the rest of tUb 
army, remained posted between the two places, to 
render assistance to either division. The batteries 
opened upon both places at the same time, and .the 
thunder of the lombards was mutually heard from one* 
camp to the other. The Moon made frequent sal¬ 
lies, and a valiant defence; but they were confound¬ 
ed by the tremendous uproar of the batteries, and 
the destruction of their walls. In the mean time, the 
alarm-firea gathered together the H^jpiish diountain- 
eers of all the Seirania, wl^ assembled in great 
numbers in the city of Monda, about a league from 
Coin. They made sevarSl attempts to enter the be¬ 
sieged town, but in vain: they weie ehch time inler- 
cepted and driven back Jby^ the Christians, and were 
reduced to g&e at a distance in despair on the de- 
qjtruction of the place. ^MThile thus situated, tibere 
rode one day into Monda a fierce and bani^ity 
isb cUefiain, at the liead of a baQd ef swarfhj^Afi* * 
can horsemen: it was flimet d the 

^ , M . . . 

* Palftr, Qeribty, GuimdslosPalssiea 

• S3 • *7 
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ited alca jde of Rhonda, at * the head of his band of 
Gomercs. He hart not yet recovered from the rage 
and mortification idf his defeat on the banks of the 
Lopera, in the disastrous foray of old,Bexir,'when 
he had been obliged to steal back furtively his 
mountains, with the loss of the bravest of his follow- 

• I 

ers. He hart ever since panted for revenge. He 
now rode among the host of warriors assembled at 
Monda^r “Who among you,’’ cried he, “ feels pity for 
tlie women and children of Coin, exposed to cap¬ 
tivity and death? Whoever he is, let him follow me, 
who am ready to die as a Moslem for the relief of 
Moslems.” So saying, he seized a white banner, and, 
'•waving it over his head, rode forth from the town, 
followed by the G(nner6fe. Many of the warriors, 
roused by his words and his example, spurred reso¬ 
lutely after his banner. The people of Coin, being 
prepared for this attempt, sallidd forth as they saw 
the whiilb baV.:^er, and made an attack* upon thr 
Christian camp; and \ \ the confusion of the moment, 
Hamet add his followers ^lloped into the gates* 
This reinforcement aniifiated the besieged, and 
Hamet exhortkl them to hold out obstinately in a 
fence of life and town; , As the Gomeres were vete¬ 
ran warriors, the more they were attac'ked the harder 
they fought. 

V At length,great breath was made in the walls, 
amS^erdmandf*wbo was impatient of the resistance 
of places ordSred the dtike of Naxera atid the 
count of Besiavente to enter with their troops; and 
as their forces were not sufficient, he sent word to 
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Luis de Cerda, duke of Medina Cdi, to send a part 
of his people to their assistance. 

The feudal pride of the duke Was roused at this 
demand. ^^JTell my lord the king,'' said the haughty 
grasidee, that 1 have come to succor hifti with my 
household troops: nf my people are ordered to any' 
place, I am to go with them; but if I am to remain 
in the camp, my people must remain with me. For 
the troops cannot sen^e without their commander, 
nor their commander without his troops." 

The reply of the high-spirited grandee perplexed 
the cautious Ferdinand, who knew the jealous pride 
of his powerful nobles. In the mean time, the peo¬ 
ple of the camp, having made all preparuuons for 
the assault, were impatient to ije led 'forward. Upon 
this, Pero Ruyz de Alarcon put himself at their head, 
and, seizing their mantas, or portable bulwarics, and 
their other defences, they made a gallant assault, and 
fought their way in at the breach. The Moors were 
so overcome by the fury of^lheir assault,^that they 
’•etreated lighting to the square of the town. Pero 
IXuy'K de Alkrcon thought the place was carried, 
when suddenly Hamet and his Gomeres came scour* 
iug through the street^ with wild W'ar«cries, and ieli 
furiously up8n the Christians. The latter were in their 
turn beaten back, and, ^ile attacked in fioont by the 
Gomeres,‘were assailed by the inhabitants with 
kinds of missiles* from their roo^ and windfl^]. 
They at length gave*^y, and retreated throp^^ the 
breach, ^ero Ruyz de Alarcon still fnainhnned his 
ground in one of the principal streets—the few cava- 



212 


A CHRONICLE OF 


Hers that stood by him urged him to fly: No,'' said 

he; “ I came here to fight, and not to fly." He was 
presently surrounded by the Gomeres; his compan¬ 
ions fled for their It/es; the last they saw; of him, he 
was covered with wounds, but still fighting dc^oe- 
rately for the fame of a good cavalier.* 

The resistance of the inhabitants, though aided by 
the valor of the Gomeres, was of no avail. The 
battering artillery of the Christians demolished their 
walls; combustibles were thrown into their town, 


which set it on fire in various places; and they were 
at length compelled to capitulate. They were per¬ 
mitted to depart with their effects, and the Gomeres 
with their arms. Haiiiet el Zegri and his African 
band sallied fbr^th, £^d 'code proudly through the 
Christian camp; nor could the Spanish cavaliers re¬ 
frain from regarding with admiration that haughty 
warrior and his devoted and daun:tless followers. 

The capture ^of Coin was accompanied by that of 
Cartama: the forimcaj^ions of the latter were repair¬ 
ed and garrisoned; but Coin, being too extensive to 
be defended by a moderate «f<prce, its walls were de¬ 
molished. The siege of these places struck such ter¬ 
ror into the surrounding country, that the Moors of 
many of the neighboring towms abandoned their 
homes, aqd fled with suck of their effects as they ^ 
c^uld carry ai^y; upon which the king gave orders 
to \emolish Jifl^walls and tower&. 

now left hiis^camp and his heavy 

—- 1 - 

» • 

* Pulgar, part 3. cap. 42. 
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artillery near Cartama, and proceeded with his light¬ 
er troops to reconnoitre Malaga. By this time, the 
secret plan of attack, arranged in pe council of war 
at Cordova, was known to all the^world. The vigi- 
lant^warrior El Zagal had thrown himsellf into the 
place; he had put all the fortificatioifb, which were 
of vast strength, into a state of defe^pe; and had 
sent orders to the alcaydes of the mountain towns, 
to hasten with their forces to his assistance. 

The very day that Ferdinand appeared before the 
place, El Zagal sallied forth to receive him, at the 
head of a thousand cavalry, the choicest warriors of 
Granada. A hot skirmish took place among the gar¬ 
dens and olive-trees near the city. Many wore killed, 
on both sides; and this gave the Christiana a sharp 
foretaste of what they might expect, if they attempt¬ 
ed to besiege the place. 

When the skirmish was over, the marques of Ca¬ 
diz had a private conference with the king^ He rep¬ 
resented the difficulty of besieging Malaga with their 
present force, especially as their plans had been dis¬ 
covered and anticipated)‘^nd the whole country was 
marching over the mountains to oppose them. The 
marques, who had secret intelligence from all quar¬ 
ters, had received a lettef from Juceph Xerife, a 
Moor of Ronda, of Christian lineage, apprizing him 
of the situation of that important place and its gaa- 
rison, which at that moment laid il^open to attaj^ 
and the marques was •urgent wit& the 1 
upon this critical moment,* and secure a 
was one of &e most powerful Moorish fortresses on 


:ing to ,^eize 
placQ^vhlch 
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the frontiers, and in the hands of Hamet el Zegri 
had been the scourge of Andalusia. The good mar¬ 
ques had another motive for his advice, becoming of 
a true and loyal Knight. In the deep ^ dungeons of 
Ronda languished several of his companions in ^rms, 
who had been^aptured in the defeat in the Axarquia. 
To break thpir chains, and restore them to liberty 
and light, he felt to be his peculiar duty, as one of 
those who had most promoted that disastrous en¬ 
terprise. 

King Ferdinand listened to the advice of the mar¬ 
ques. He knew the importance of Ronda, wliich 
was considered one of the keys to the kingdom of 
.Granada; and he was disposed to punish the inhab¬ 
itants, for the avl th^’^ hidi rendered to the garrison 
of Coin. The siege of Malaga, therefore, was aban¬ 
doned for the present, and preparations made for a 
rapid and secret move against the city/>f Ronda. 
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c 

Siege of Ronda* 

■< * 

The bold Hamet el Zegri, the alcayde of Ronda, 
had returned sullenly to his strong-hold, after the 
surrender of Coin. He had fleshed his sword in 
battle with the Christians, but his thirst for vengeance 
was still unsatished. Hamet gloried in the strength 
of his fortress, and the valor of his people. A fierce 
and warlike populace was at his command; his sig¬ 
nal-fires could summon all the warriors of the Ser- 

• » 

rania; his Gomeres almost subsisted on the spoils of 
Andalusia; and in the rock on which his fortress was 
built, were hopeless dungeons, filled with Christian 
captives, who had been carried off by these war- 
hawks of the mountains. 

Ronda was considered as impreoable. It was 
situated in the heart of wild and rugged mountains, 
and perched upon an isolated rock, crested by a 
strong citadel, wuth triple walls and towers. A deep 
ravine, or rather a perpendicular chasm of the recks, 
of frightful depth, surrounded three parts of the city; 
through this flowed the itio Verde, or Green river, 
/riiere were two subuA* to the city, fortified by 
walls and towers, and almost inaccessible, from t^ 
natural asperity of*the rocks. Around this rug^ed^ 
city were deep rich valleys, sheltered by the^rnoun- 
tains, refreslj^ed by constaift streams, abounding with 
grain and the most delicious fruits, and yielding ver- 
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dant meadows, in which - was reared a renowned 

* $ 

breed of horses, thp best in the whole kingdom for a 
foray. | 

Hamet el Zegri had scarcely retiirin^d to Ronda, 
when he received intelligence that the Christian 3^iny 
was marching to the siege of Malaga, and orders 
from El Za^al to send troops to his assistance. 
Hamet sent a part of his garrison for that purpose ; 
in the mean time, he meditated an expedition to 
which he was stimulated by pride and revenge. ^11 
Andalusia was now drained of its trooj)s; there was 
an opportunity therefore for an inroad, by which he 
might wipe out the disgrace of his defeat at the 
.battle of Lopera. Apprehending no danger to his 
mountain city, now Ikat the storm of war had passed 
down into the vega of Malaga, he left but a remnant 
of his garrison to man its walls, and, putting himself 
at the head of his band of Gdtacresf swept down 
suddenly into plains of Andalusia. He careered, 
almost \yithoiit resistance, over those vast campinas 
or pasture ^.ands, which foi-meU a part of the domains 
of the duke of Medina SMonia. In Vain the bells 
w.'^re rung, and the alarm-fires kindled—the band of 
Kamet had passed by, before any force could be 
assembled, and >vas only to be traced, like a hur¬ 
ricane, by the devastationhad made. 

\ Hamet regained in safety the Serrania^de Ronda, 
exiting in his# successful inroad. The mountain 
glen^were filled with long droVes of cattle and flocks 
of sheep, from the campihas of MeHjna Sidonia. 
There were mules, too, laden ^ith the plunder of 
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the villages; and every warrior had some costly 
spoil of jewels, for his favorite mishess. 

As the y|?cgri drew near to Roiidi^, he was roused 
from his dream of triumph by thet sound of heavy 
ordnance bellowing through the mounlain, defiles. 
Ilis heart misgave l\jm—he put spurs to his horse, 
and galloped in advance of his lagging eavalgada. 
As he proceeded, the noise of the ordnadee inrreas- 
<'d, echoing from cliff to clitf. Spurring his horse up 
a craggy height which commanded an extensive 
\iew, he beheld, to his consternation, the country 
about Honda white with the tents of a besieging 
army. The royal standard, displayed befon' a proud 
encampment, showed that Ferdinai'd hi» iself was 
present; while th(3 incessant blaze and thunder of 
artillery, and the volumes of overhanging smoke, 
told the w'ork of destruction that was going on. 

The royal army h^d succeeded in coming upon 
Ronda by surprise, during the absence of its alcayde 
and most of its garrison; but its inhabitants were 
warlike, and defended tjicmsclvcs bravely, ifi*usling 
that Ilamct and, his Gomq^es would soon return to 
their assistance. ^ ^ 

The fancied strength of their bulwarks had been 
of little avail against the batteries of the besiegers. 
In the space of four dayj,^three towers, and great 
mlisses of the^walls which defended the suburbs, were 
battered down, and llwj suburbs taken and plundered. 
Lombards and other hegivy ordnance were now lev 
elled at the walls of the city, i\nd stones and missiles 
of all kinds hdrlcd into the streets. The very rock 

yoL. I. . T 28 
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on which the city stood shook with the thunder of 
the artillery; and the Christian captives, deep within 
its dungeons, hailed the sound as the promise of de¬ 
liverance. * 

When* llamet el Zegri beheld his city thu/j sur 
rounded and assailed, he called upon his men to fol¬ 
low him, and make a desperate attempt to cut their 
way through to its relief. They proceeded stealthily 
through the mountains, until they came to the nearest 
heights above the Christian camp. When night fell, 
and part of the army was sunk in sleep, they de¬ 
scended the rocks, and, rushing suddenly upon the 
weakest part of the camp, endeavored to break their 
way through and gain the city. The camp was too 
strong to be forced; they were driven back to the 
crags of the mountains, from whence they defended 
themselves by showering down darts and stones upon 
their pursuers. o 

llamct now lit alarm-tires about the heights: his 
standard was joined by the neighboring mountain¬ 
eers, and by troops from Malaga. Thus reinforced, 
he made repeated assauUsj upon the Christians, cut¬ 
ting off all stragglers from the camp. All his attempts, 
however, to force his way into the city, were fruit 
less; many of his bravest men wc/e slain, and he 
was obliged to rctrcai dnto the fastnesses pf the 
mountains. • 

In the meanwhile, the dhstress of Ronda was 
hourly increasing. The marques of Cadiz, having 
possession of the subuihs, was enabled to approach 
to the very foot of the perpendicular precipice rising 
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from the river, on the sun)mit of which the city is 
built. At the foot of this rock is a living fountain of 
limpid water, gushing into a great riatural basin. A 
secret mine led down from within the city to this 
fountain, by several hundred steps cut in tiie solid 
rock. From hence tljie city obtained its chief supply 
of water; and these stc^is were deeply worn by the 
weary feet of Christian captives, emplo5Td in tliis 
painful labor. 'i"he manpjes of Cadiz discovered 
this subterranean passage, and directed his pioneers 
10 countermine in the side of the rock: they pierced 
to the shaft, and, stopping it up, deprived the city 
of the benefit of this precious fountain. 

While the brave marques of Cildiz was ius press¬ 
ing the siege with zeal, and flowing with the gener¬ 
ous thoughts of soon delivering bis companions in 
arms from the Moorish dungeons, far other were the 
feelings of the alcaycje IJamet el Zegri. ITe srno^j; 
his breast and gnashed his teeth in impotent^ fiiO'i 
he beheld from the mountain cliffs the destruction of 
the city. Every thundgr of the Christian oAlnance 
seemed to batter against {,^is heart. lie saw tower 
after tower tumbling by day, and at night the eij^y 
blazed like a volcano. “ They fired not merely 
stones from thejr ordnance,’^ says a chronicler of the 
times, “ but likewise grja^t balls of iron, cast in 
rdoulds, which demolished every thing they struck.” 
They^rew also balls of tow, steeped in pitch and 
oil and gunpowder, whjoli, when Once on fire, were 
not to be extinguished, and,which set the houses in 
flames. Gredt was the horror of the inhabitants: 
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thej know not whore to fly for refuge : their houses 
were in a blaze,^or shattered by the ordnance; the 
streets were perilous from the falling ruins and the 
bounding balls, which dashed to picc^^s every thing 
they encountered. At night, the city looked Jike a 
liery furnace; the cries and ^^^ailings of the women 
wore hcar4 between the thunders of tlie ordnance, 
and reached even to the Moors on the opposite 
mountains, who answered them by yells of fury and 
dcsj)air. 

All hope of external succor being at an end, the 


inhabitants of Ronda were compelled to capitulate. 
Ferdinand was easily prevailed upon to grant Ihent 
, favorable terms. The place was capable of longer 
resistance; and he fcarwl for the safety of his camp, 
as the forces were daily augmenting on the moun¬ 


tains, and making frequent ao-aults. 


inhale (ants 


were permitted to depart with*their <?flccts, either to 
Barbary*^or elsewhere; and those who chose to re¬ 


side in.Spain, had lands assigned them, and were in¬ 
dulged in* the practice of thfeir religion. 

No sooner did the pirfce surrendtir, than detach- 


rntiiits were sent to attack the Moors who hovered 


about the neighboring rnq'mtains. Hamet el Zegri, 
however, did not remain to make a'fruitless battle. 


lie gave up the game as 'Iffst, and retreated with his 
Gomeres, filled with grief and rage, b^t trusting to 


fortune to givo-him future vengiiance. 

The first care ‘of the good mai*qnes of Cadiz, on 


cntcrwig Ronda, was to deliver his unfortunate com¬ 


panions in arms from the dungeons of the fortress. 
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What a difference in their looks from the lime when, 
flushed with health and hope, and arrayed in military 
pomp, they had sallied forth upon the mountain 
foray ! Many of them were almost naked, with irons 
at their ankles, and beards reaching to their waists. 
Their meeting witl> the marques was joyful; yet it 
had the look of grief, for their Joy was mingled with 
many bitter recollections. There was an immcns(i 


number of other captives, among whom were seve 
ral young men of noble families, who, with filial 


piety, had surrendered themselves prisoners in place 
of their fathers. 


The captives w'^cre all provided with mules, and 

I 

sent to the queen at Cordova. Tlie hurnane heart of^ 
Isabella melted at the sight^>f t^ic pifeous cavalcade. 
They were all supplied by her with food and rai¬ 
ment, and money to pay their expenses to their 
homes. Their chains were hung as pious trophies 
.against the exterior of the church of St. Jyan dc los 
Reyes, in Toledo, where the Christian traveller may 
regale his eyes with the sight of them at, tliis very 
day. . , • 

Among the Moorish captives was a young infjiJel 
maiden, of great beauty^ who desired to become a 
Christian and V) remain in Spain. She had been in 
spired with the light of«tlie true faith, through the 
ministry of ;a young man who had been a captive in 
Ronda. lie was anxious to complete his good work, 
by marrying her, Tiih queen consented to their 
pious wishes, having first 1»ken care that the; young 

• T2 
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maiden should be properly purified by the holy 
sacrament of baptism. 

“ Thus this pestilent nest of warfare and infidelity, 
the city of Honda,” says the worth}-Fray Antonio 
Agapida, “ was converted to the true faitli by tire 
thunder of our artillciy—ai;» example which was 
soon followed by Casanlroncla, 7\larbella, and otber 
towns in these parts, insomuch that in the course of 
this expedition no less than seventy-two places were 
rescued from the vile sect of Mahomet, and placed 
under the benignant domination of the cross.” 
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CHAPTER XXXI 

How the people of Granada invited El Zagal to (he 

throne^ and hawjte marched to the capital. 

• 

The people of Granada were a versatile, unsteady 
race, and cxreedingly given to make and unmake 
kings. They had, for a long time, vacillated between 
old Mulcy Abcn Hassan and his son Boabdil cl Chico; 
sometimes setting up the one, sometirries the other, 
and sometimes both at once, according to the pinch 
and pressure of external evils. .They fonnd, how¬ 
ever, that the evils still went on increasing, in defi 
ance of every change, and wfcrc i!t their wits’ end to 
devise some new combination or arrangement, by 
which an cflicient government might be wrought out 
of two bad kin^. Wlicn the tidings arrived of the 
fall of Ronda, and the conseipient ruin of the fron¬ 
tier, a tumultuous assemblage took place in one of 
the public squares. As usual, the people attributed 
the misfortunes of the co«ii?try to the faults of their 
rulers; for the populace never imagine that any part 
of their miseries can originate with themselves. A 
crafty alfa(|ui, nUlmcd Alymc Mazer, who had watch¬ 
ed. the current of their discontents, rose and ha¬ 
rangued themt “You have been choosing and chang¬ 
ing,” said he, “between^two morn,archs—and who 
and what arc they? Mutey Abcn Hassan, for one; a 
man worn out J>y age and infirmities, unable to*sally 
forth against the foe, even when ravaging to the very 
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gates of the city:—and Boabdil cl Chico, for the 
other; an apostate, a traitor, a deserter from liis 
throne, a fugitive among the enemies of his nation, a 
man fated to misfortune, and pit,ally named 
‘ the uhlucky.’ In a time of ov(;r\vhelmin" war, 
like the present, he only is fit <0 sway a sceptre who 
can wield a sword. Would you seek such a man ? 
You need not look far. Allah has sent such a one, 
in this time of distress, to retrieve the fortunes of 
Granada. You already know whom I mean. You 
know that it can be no other tlian your general, the 
invincible Abdalla, whojso .surname of El Zagal has 
become a watch-word in battle, rousing the courage 
of the faithful, and striking terror into the unbe¬ 
lievers.” , , € 

The multitude received the words of the allaqui 
with acclamations; they were delighted with the 
idea of a third king over Gaanada; and Abdalla el 
Zagal .being of the royal family, and already in the 
virtual exercise of royal power, the measure had 
nothing in it that appeared either rash or violent. A 
deputation w’as therefor# font to Eh Zagal at Malaga, 
inviting him to repair to Granada to receive the 
crown. 

Il 

El Zagal expressed'great surprise and repugnance, 
when the mission was announced to him; and noth- 

t 

ing but his patriotic zeal for the public safety, and 
his fraternal eagerness to relieve the aged Aben 
Hassan from the cares of ^o.vcrnment, prevailed upon 
hirn, to accept the ofTert Leaving, therefore, Rodovaii 
Vanegas, one of the bravest Moonsh generals, in 
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command of Malaga, he departed for Granada, at¬ 
tended by three hundred trusty cavaliers. 

Old Muley Abcii Hassan did not wait for the ar 
rival of his brother. Unable? any longer to biiiTet 
with tjic storms of the times, his only solicitude was 
lo seek some safe and quiet harbor of repose. In one 
of the deep valley's which indent the Mediterranean 
coasl, and which are shut up on the land side by 
stiipendous mountains, stood the little city of Almu* 
iiccar, '^J'he valley was watered by the limpid river 
Frio, and abounded with fruits, with grain and [)as- 
turage. The city was strongly fortified, and the gar 
riMori and alcayilc were devoted to the old ••lonareh 
'flii^ was the place chosen by Muley Abcn Hassar* 
for his asylum. His first caye w^s tc^ send thither 
all his treasures ; his next care was to take refuge 
there himself; his third, that his sultana Zorayna, 
and their two scpis, should follow him. 

Ill the mean time, Muley yVbdalla el Zagal pursued 
his journey towards the capital, attended by his 
three hundred cavaliers.« The road from IN^alaga to 
Granada winds •close by ^yhama, and is dominated 
by that lofty fortress. This had been a most perit< 
ous pass for the Moors, during the time that Albania 
was commanded by the coufit dc Tendilla: not a 
traveller could escape his tj^iglc eye, and his garrison 
was ever read^ for a sally. The count de Tendilla, 
liowever, had been relieved from this ^arduous post, 
and it had been given io'charge toVDon Gutierc de 
Padilla, clavero, or treasurci* of the ord^ of Gala 
trava; an easy* indulgent man, who had with hin^ 

29 
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three hundred gallant knights of his order, besides 
other mercenary'troops. The garrison had fallen oft' 
in discipline; tlfe cavaliers were hardy in fight and 
daring in foray, but confident in tinj^^sclves and negli¬ 
gent of proper precautions. Just bcfoic Oic journey 
of K1 Zagal, a number of thcs/3 cavaliers, wiih seve¬ 
ral soldiers of fortune of the garrison, in all about 
one hundred and seventy men, had sallied forth to 
harass the Moorish country during its present dis¬ 
tracted state, and, having ravaged the valleys of the 
Sierra Nevada, or Snowy Mountains, were returning 
to Alhaina in gay spirits and laden with booty. 

As El Zagal passed through the iuugbborhood of 
Alharna, he recollected the ancient perils of the road, 
and sent light cerradop in advance, to inspect each 
rock and ravine where a foe might lurk in ambush. 
One of these scouts, overlooking a narrow valley 
which opened upon the roa(j^ descried a troop of 
horsemen on the banks of a little stream. They 
were dismounted, and had taken the bridles from 
their Steeds, that they migl^t crop the fresh grass on 
the banks of the river. The horsemen were seat- 
tered about, some reposing in the shades of rocks 
and trees, others gambling for the spoil they had 
taken: not a sentinel* was posted , to keep guard; 
every thing showed the jicrfect security of men who 
consider themselves beyond tlie reach of danger. 

These careless cavaliers were in fact the knights 
of Calatrava,* with a part of their companions in 
arms, returning from their foray. A part of their 
force had passed on with the cavalgada; ninety of 
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ihe principal cavaliers had* halted to refresh them¬ 
selves in this valley. El Zagal smiled with ferocious 
joy, when he heard of their negligent security. 
“ Here will he ^trophies,” said tie, “to grace our en- 
iranee, into Granada.” • 


Approaching the valley wdth cautious silence, he 
wheeled inloit at full speed at the head of his troop, 
and attacked the Christians so suddenly and furiously, 
that they had nol time put the bridles upon their 
horses, or even to leap into the saddles. They made 
a confused but valiant defence, fighting among the 
rocks, and in the rugged bed of the river. Their 
defence was useless; seventy-nine were 'lain, and 
the remaining eleven were taken prisoncis. 

\ party of the Moors galkipdd in 4 )ursuit of the 
eavalgada : they soon overtook it, winding slowly up 
a hill. TJie horsemen who conveyed it, perceiving 
the enemy at a rflistan«c, made their escape, and left 
the spoil to be retaken by the Moors. Kl Zagal 
gathered together his captives and his liooty, and 
proceeded, elate with success, to Granada. . 

lie paused before the of Elvira, for as yet he 
had not been proclaimed king. This (xiremony w:^s 
immediately performed; f^r the fame of his recent 
exploit had preceded him, and had intoxicated the 
minds of the giddy popul'toe. He entered Granada 
ill a sort of triumph. The eleven captive knights of 
Calatrava walked in •front: next wer^ paraded the 
ninety captured steeds,^ ficaring the armor and wca 
pons of their late owncra?», and led by as .many 
mounted Moors: then carnc seventy Moorish horse- 
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men, with as many Christian heads hanging at their 
saddle-bows: IVTuley Abdalla el Zagal followed, sur¬ 
rounded by a number of distinguished cavaliers 
splendidly attired; anftl the pageant wqs closed by a 
ong cavalgada of the flocks and herds, and^ other 
booty, recovered from the chnistians.* 

The populace gazed wdth almost savage triumph 
at these captive cavaliers and the gory heads of 
their companions, knowing them to have been 
part of the formidable garrison of Albania, so long 
the scourge of Granada and the terror of the vega. 
They hailed this petty triumph as an auspicious 
opening of the reign of their new monarch; for 
several days, the names of Mulcy Aben llassan and 
Boabdil el ‘Chico ^wcr/3 never mentioned but with, 
contempt, and the whole city resounded with the 
praises of El Zagal, or the valiant. 


^ Zuri|a, lib. 20 . c. 63. Mariana, Hist, cic Eapana. Abarca, 
Anoles de Aragon. 
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CHAPTER |fXXII. 

How •4he Couni de Cobra attempted to capture, another 
King, and hovS he fared in his attempt. 

The clcviiUon of a1>o!(l arui Jiolivci vcUiraii to the 
throne of Granada, in place of its laic bedridden king, 
made an important difference in the aspect of the 
war, and called for some blow that sliould dash the 
confidence of the Moors in their new inona.cli, and 
animate tfie Christians to fresh exertions. 

Don Diego de Cordova, the brave count de Cabra, 
was at this time in h«s castle cj' Vilena, jkvhcre he kept 
a wary eye upon the frontier. It was now the latter 
part of August, and he grieved lliat tlic summer should 
pass away withput aii«inroad into the country of the 
foe. lie serd. out his scouts on the prowl, apd tliey 
brought him wmrd that the imporlant post of Moclia 
w^as but weakly garrisoned. Tnis was a caslcllalcd 
town, strongly situalod U|)e4i a high mountain, partly 
surrounded hy thick forests, and partiu girdled by 
river. It defended one of the rugged and-solitary 
passes, by which the’ -christirfiis were wont to make 
their inroads; insomuch /bat the Moors, in their 
figurative way, denominated it the shield of Granada. 

The count de Cabra sent word tojtlic monarchs 
of the feeble state of tlvJ*garrison, ^JJd gave it as his 
opinio!!, that, by a secret a»d rapid e.^peditiop, the 
place might be surprised. King Ferdinand asked 
VOL. f. . U 
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the advice of his counsellors. Some cautioned him 
against the sangifinc tern pc ra merit of the count, and 
his heedicssness of danger; Moclin, they observed, 
was near to GranadaJand might he promptly rein¬ 
forced. * The opinion of tlie count, however, pre¬ 
vailed; the king considering him almost infallible, in 
matters of border warfare, since his capture of Boab- 
dil el Chico. 

The king departed, therefore, from Cordova, and 
took post at Alcala la Real, for the purpose of being 
near to IVIoclin. The cpicen, also, proceeded to 
Vaena, accompanied by her children, prince Juan 
and the princess Isabella, and her great counsellor 
in all matters, public and private, spiritual and tem¬ 
poral, the venerable grand cardinal of Spain. 

Nothing could exceed the pride and satisfaction 
of tlic loyal count dc Cabra, when he saw this stately 
train winding along the dreary mountain roads, and 
entering the gates of Vaena. He received his royal 
guests with all due ceremony, and lodged them in 
the best apartments Vhat the warrior castle a/lbrdcd, 
being the same that liad formerly been occupied by 
♦he royal ca])tivc Boabdil. 

King Ferdinand had concerted a wary plan, to in* 
sure the success of the enterprise. The count dc 
Cabra and Don Martin Alonzo de Moiilcmayor were 
to set forth with their troops, so as to reach MoeJin 
by a certain hour, and to intercept all who should 
attempt to enter, or should sally from the town. The 
Master of Calatrava, the troops of the grand cardinal, 
commanded by the count of Buendia, and the forces 
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of the bishop of Jaen, led by that belligerent prelate, 
amounting in all to four thousand horse and six thou* 
sand foot, were to set oil’ in time to'co-operate with 
the count de Cabra, so as to su^Jround the town. The 
king ^as to folfow’^ with his^wholc force, and encamp 
before the place. ♦ 

And here the worthy padre Fray Antonio Agapi<la 
breaks forth into a triumphant eulogy of* the pious 
prelates, who thus mingled persionally in these scenes 
of W'arfare. As this was a holy crusade (says he) 
undertaken for the advancement of the faith and the 


glory of the church, so \Vas it always countenanced 
and upheld by saintly men: for the victories of their 
most Catholic majesties were not tollo\v(al, li\e those 
of mere worldly sovereigns, by er^ectiji^ castles and 
towers, and appointing alcaydes and garrisons; but 
by the founding of convents and cathedrals, and the 
establishment of wealtUy bishoprics. W hero fore their 
majesties were always surrounded, in court oy crjiip, 
in the cabinet or in the held, by a crowd of ghostly 
advisers, inspiriting thcm*to the prosecution^of this 
most righteous wjar. Nay, Jlic holy men of the church 
did not scruple, at limes, to buckle on the*cuirass over, 
the cassock, to exchange the crosier for the lance, 
and thus, with corporal hands jlnd temporal weapons, 
to tight the good fight of th/j^/aith. 

But to return from this rhapsody of the worthy 
friar. The count dc Cabra, being instructed in the 
complicated arrange me nf^s'of the kin*g, marched forth 
at midnight to execute them punctually. Jfie led his 
troops by the Httle river that winds below Vacma, 
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and so up the wild defiles of the mountains, marching 
all night, and stopping only in the heat of the follow¬ 
ing day, to repose under the shadowy cliffs of a deep 
barnmea, calculating arrive at Moelin exactly in 
time to co-operate with tfic other forces. 

The troops had scarcely stretched themselves on 
the earth to take repose, “^when a scout arrived, 

I 

bringing word that El Zagal had suddenly sallied 
out of Granada with a strong force, and had encamp¬ 
ed in the vicinity of Moelin. It was plain that the 
wary Moor had received information of the intended 
attack. This, however, was not the idea that pre- 
sented itself to the mind of the count dc Cabra. Ke 
had captured one king—here was a fair opportunity 
to secure another. , Whata triumph, to lodge another 
captive monarch in his castle of Vaena!—what a 
prisoner to deliver into the hands of liis royal mis¬ 
tress I Fired with the thoiiglit%> the good count forgot 
all the ^arrangements of the king; or rather, blinded 
hy former success, he trusted^every thing to courage 
and fortune, and thought that, By one bold swoop, he 
miglit again bear off thQ. royal pria^e, and wear his 
Jl/iurels withput competition.* His only fear was 
that the Master of Calatrava, and the belligerent 
bishop, might come up in time to share the glory of 
the victory; so, orderipg every one to horse, this 
hot-spirited cavalier pushed on for IVfoclin, without 
allowing his troops the necessary time for repose. 

The evening 'closed, as'^the count arrived in the 


4 

* Mariana, lib. c. 17. Abarca, Zurita, Scc» 
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neighborhood of Moclin. It was the full of the moon, 
and a brigjht and cloudless night.* The count was 
marching-through one of those deep valleys or ravines, 
worn in the Spanish mounte^ns by the brief but tre- 
mepi^ous torrents which {prevail during the autumnal 
rains. It was walled on each side by lofty and al¬ 
most perpendicular cliffs, but great masses of moon¬ 
light were thrown into the bottom of the glen, glitter¬ 
ing on the armor of the shining squadrons, as they 
silently passed through it. Suddenly the war-cry of 
the Moors rose in various parts of the valley; “ El 
Zagal! El Zagal!” was shouted from every cliff, ac¬ 
companied by showers of missiles, that struclr down 
several of the Christian warriors.* The couiii lifted 
up his eyes, and beheld, by th^ ligl^t of the moon, 
every cliff glistening with Moorish soldiery. The 
deadly shower fell thickly round him, and the shining 
armor of his fqllowci^ made them fair objects for the 
aim of the enemy. The count saw his brother Gon- 
zalo struck dead by his side; his own horse sunk 
under him, pierced by fcur Moorish lances;'and he 
received a wound in tl^^ethand from an arquebuss. 
He remembered the horrible nuissacro of the mouji- 
taina of Malaga, and feared a similar catastrophe. 
There was no^, time to paush. His brother’s horse, 
freed from his slaughtevQd rider, was running at 
laige; seiziqg the reins, he sprang into the saddle, 
called upon his men to follow him^ and, wheeling 
round, retreated out o( the fatal ^jilley. 

The Moors, rushing down from the ^eights, pur¬ 
sued the retr^ting Christians. The chase- endured 
, . U2 • 30 
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for a league, but it was a league of rough and broken 
road, where the Christians had to turn and fight at 
almost every step. In these short but fierce combats, 
the enemy lost many <favaliers of note: but the loss 
of the Christians was infinitely more grievous,i':oni- 
prising numbers of the noblest warriors of Vaena and 
its vicinity. Many of the ehi'istians, disabled by 
wounds or exhausted by fatigue, turned aside and 
endeavored to conceal themselves among rocks and 
thickets, but never more rejoined their companions, 
being slain or captured by the Moors, or perishing in 
their wretched retreats. 

The arrival of the troops, led by the Master of 
Calalrava and the fcishop of Jaen, put an end to the 
route. El Zagal contended himself with the laurels 
he had gained, and, ordering the trumpets to call off 
his men from the pursuit, returned in great triumph 
to Moclin.'*^ « ^ 

Queeq Isabella was at Vaena, awaiting with great 
anxiety the result of the expedition. She was in a 
stately apartment of ftic cast-lc, looking towards the 
road that winds through tirq mountains from Moclin, 
apd regarding the watch-towers that crowned the 
neighboring heights, in hopes of favorable signals. 
The prince and priricel^s, her children, were with 
her, and her venerable co^vnscllor the grand-cardinal. 
.All shared in the anxiety of the moment. At length 
couriers were seen riding toward the town. They 
entered its gates, put before "they reached the castle, 


^ 'Zurito, iib. 20. c. 4. Pulgar, Cronica. 
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the nature of their tidings knojwn to the queen^ 

by the shriejcs and wailings that rosq from the streets 

below. The messengers were soon followed by 

wounded fugitives, hastening llome to be relieved, or 

to dic^among their friends and families. TWe whole 

town resounded witlf lamentations: for it had lost 

• - * 

the flower of its youth, arid its bravc.^t warriors. 
Isabella was a woman of courageous soul, but her 
feelings were overpowered by the spectacle of wo 
which presented itself on every side; her maternal 
heart mourned over the death of so many loyal sub¬ 
jects, who so shortly before had rallied round her 
with devoted aflection; and, losjng her usual self- 
command, she sunk into deep despondency. 

In this gloomy state of mind, a thousand apprehen¬ 
sions crowded upon her. She dreaded the confidence 
which this success would impart to the Moors; she 
feared also for tjie important fortress of Alhama, the 
garrison of which had not been reinforced, ^ince its 
foraging party had been cut off by this same El 
Zagal. On every side the queen saw danger and 
disaster, and feated that e. general reverse was about 
t(^attend the Castilian arms. • * 

The grand cardinal con'^orted her with both spir¬ 
itual and worldly counsel, fle told her to recollect 
that no country was ever*«onquercd without occa¬ 
sional reverses to the conquerors; that the Moors 
W'cre a warlike people, fortified iir^a rough and 
mountainous country, wliere they •never could be 
conquered by her ancestors^—and that in fac;^ her 
armies had already, in three years, taken more cities 
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than those of any of her predecessors had been able 
to do in twelve., He concluded by ofTei^ing himself 
to take the field, with three thousand cavalry, his 
own retainers, paid a^d maintained py himself, and 
either hasten to the relief of Alhama, or undertake 
any other expedition her niajbsty might command. 
The discreet words of the cardinal soothed the spirit 
of the queen, who always looked to him for consola¬ 
tion; and she soon recovered her usual equanimity. 

Some of the counsellors of Isabella, of tliat politic 
class who seek to rise by the faults of others, were 
loud in. their censures of the rashness of the count. 
The queen defended him, with prompt generosity. 

“ The enterprise,” said she, was rash, but not more 
rash than that of Iiuccma, which was crowned with 
success, and which we have all applauded as the 
height of heroism. Had the count de Cabra suc¬ 
ceeded in capturing the uncleias he/lid the nephew, 
who is there that would not have praised him to the 
skies 

The-magnaniinous words* of the queen put a stop 
to all invidious remarks iQiher presence; but certain 
of the courtilers, who had envied the count the glory 
gained by his former ag^hievements, continued to 
magnify, among themselves, his present imprudence;. 
and we are told by Frayeintonio Agapida, that they 
sneeringly gave the worthy cavalier 'the appellation 
*Df count de Ca^bra, the king-c^cher. 

Ferdinand had reached the place on the frontier 
called the Fountain of the King^ wdthin three leagues 
of Moclin^ when he heard of the late disaster. He 
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greatly lamented the precipitation of the count, but 
forbore to express himself with severity, for he knew 
the value of that loyal and valiant cavalier.* IJc 
held a council of war, to detepnine what course was 
to bc^pursued. Some of his cavaliers advised him to 
abandon the attempt upon Mocliri, the place being 
strongly reinforced, an^ the enemy inspirited by hfe 
recent victory. Certain old Spanish fiidalgos re¬ 
minded him that he had but few Castilian troops in 
his army, without wdiich staunch soldiery his prede- 

I 

cessors never presumed to enter the Moorish terri¬ 
tory; while others remonstrated that it would be 
beneath the dignity of the king to retire fron) an en¬ 
terprise, on account of the defeat*of a single cavalier 
and his retainers. In this wpy the king'was distract¬ 
ed by a multitude of counsellors, when fortunately a 
letter from the queen put an end to his perplexities. 
Proceed we, in the npxt chapter, to relate what was 
the purport of that letter. 


* Aborca, i^nalea cA} Aragon. 
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CHAPITER XXXIIl. 

• t !•> 

Expediiwt against the CastUa fft CantbQ and Aibdhar. 

< 

“ Happy are those princes,” exclaims the worthy 
padre Fray Antonio Agapida, “ who have women 
and priests to advise them, for in these dwclleth the 
spirit of counsel.” While Ferdinand and his captains 
were confounding each other in their deliberations 
at the P'ountain of the King, a quiet but deep little 
council of war wa^ held in the state apartment of 
the old castle of yacna,Jbetween queen Isabella, the 
venerable Pedro Gonzaleis de Mendoza, grand car¬ 
dinal of Spain, and Don Garcia Osorio, the bellige¬ 
rent bishop of Jaen. This lasl^ worthy prelate, who 
had exchanged his mitre for a helm, no sooner beheld 
the defeat of the enterprise against Moclin, than he 
turned*the re^ns of his slefk, stall-fed steed, and 
hastened'back to Vaena, fyll of a project for the em¬ 
ployment of t]^e army, the advancement of the faith, 
and the benefit of his own diocese. He knew that 
the actions of the king were liifluenced by the opin¬ 
ions of the queen, and that the queen always inclined 
a listening ear to the counsels of saintly men: he laHl 
his plans, therefore, with the customary wisdom of 
his cloth, to turn'the iders of the queen into the 
proper channel; and this was the purport of the 
worthy bishop's suggestions. ' 
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The bishopric 4>f Jaen had for a long time been 
harassed bj two Moorish castles,*the scoaige and 
terror of all that part of the courftry. They were 
situated on the frontiers of the kingdom of Granada, 
about four Ic&gues from Jaen, in a deep, narrow, 
and ru^ed valley, qprrounded by lofty mountains. 
Through this valley runs the Rio Frio, (or Cold 
river,) in a deep channel, worn betwedh high pre¬ 
cipitous banks. On each side of tlie stream rise two 
vast rocks, nearly peipendicular, within a stone's- 
throw of each other; blocking up the gorge of the 
valley; On the summits of these rocks stood the two 
formidable castles Cambil and Albahar, (brtiiied with 
battlements and towers of great htiight and thicknew. 
They were connected together by a bridge, thrown 
from rock to rock across the river. The road, which 
passed through the valley, traversed this bridge, and 
was completely comipanded by these castles. They 
stood like two^giants of romance, guarding the pass, 

and dominating the valley. 

The kings of Grana^, kniLWing the impertance 
of these castle^, kept thcgi always well garfteohed, 
and victualled to stand a'siege, with fleet steeds and 
ffird riders, to forage the country of the Christians. 
The warlike race of the* Abencerrages, the troops 
of die royal household, and others of the choicest 
chivalry of Granada, made them their strong-holds, 
or posts of arms, froi|i whence to sally tbrth on those 
predatory and roving enterprises; wlaich were th 
delight of the Moorish cavaliers. ’ As the wealthy 
bishopric of Jken lay immediately at hand, it suffered 
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more peculiarly from these marauders. They drove 
off the fat heevcs and the docks of sheep from the 
pastures, and swVspt the laborers from thh held; they 
scoured the country to the very gates of Jaen, so 
that the,citizens could not venture fr6in their walls, 
without the risk of being boyic off captive fo the 
dungeons of these castles. « 

The woi^ihy bishop, like a good pastor, beheld with 
grief of heart his fat bishopric daily waxing leaner 
and leaner, and poorer and poorer; and his holy ire 
was kindled at the thoughts that the possessions of 
the church should thus be at the mercy of a crew of 
infidels. It was the uigent counsel of the bishop, 
therefore, that the*military force, thus providentially 
assembled in the neighborhood, since it was appa¬ 
rently foiled in its *attempt upon Moclin, should be 
turned against these insolent castles, and the country 
delivered from their domination. The grand cardinal 
supported the suggestion of the bishop, and declared 
that he* had long meditated the policy of a measure 
of the*kind. Their tLiiied opinions found favor with 
the qO^en, and she dispatched a lettqr on the subject 
to the king. ^ It came just in time to relieve him from 
the distraction of a multitude of counsellors, and^nc 
immediately undertookathb r duction of those castles. 

The marques of Cadiz was accordingly sent in ad¬ 
vance, yifiMr liro thousand horse, to keep a wateh 
upou^tailpikiBons, and prevent all entrance or exit, 
unt^jlkpliDg*should arrive with the main army and 
tWdMWtfhg artillery., Th*e queen, to be near at 
hmUl'iii case of need, moved her quariers to the city 
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of Jaen, where she was received with martial honors 


by the belligerent bishop, who had buckled on his 
cuirass and 'girded on his sword, to fight in the cause 
of his diocese. 


loathe mean time, the marques of Cadiz arrived in 
the valley, and completely shut up the Moors within 


their walls. The castlfes were under the command 


of Mahomet Lcntiii Ben Usef, an Abciiccrrage, and 
one of the bravest cavaliers of Granada. In his gar* 
risons were many troops of the fierce African tribe 
of Gomeres. Mahomet Lentin, confident in the 


strength of his fortresses, smiled as he looked down 
from his battlements upon the Christian cavalry, per¬ 
plexed in the rough and narro\V valley. Me sent 
forth skirmishing parties to^hara&s them, and there 
were many sharp combats between small parties and 
single knights; but the Moors were driven back to 
their castles, and all attempts to send intelligence of 
their situation to Granada, were frustrated by the 
vigilance of the marques of Cadiz, 

At length the legions qf the foyal army camt! pour¬ 
ing, with vaunjling trum^pt and fluttering 6knher, 
along the defiles of the mountains. TI\ey halted be¬ 
fore the castles, but the king could not find room in 
the narrow and rugged vailley to form his camp: he 
had to divide it into three^ parts, which were posted 
oif different heights; and his tents whitened the sides 
of the neighboring hiljs. When the encampment was 
formed, the army remained gazing idly at the castles. 
The artillery was upwards oi four leaguesjn the rear, 
and without a/tillery all attack would be in vain, 
VoL. T. X . 31 
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The alcaydc Mahomet. Lentin knew the nature of ' 
the road by which the artillery had to be brought. 
It was merely a* narrow and rugged path, at times 
scaling almost perpendicular crags and precipices, 
up whitfh it was uttcrly^impossible Ibr whoej car 
riages to pass; neither was it ie the power of man oi 
beast to draw up the lombafds, and other ponderous 
ordnance. lie felt assured, therefore, that they never 
could be brought to the camp; and, without their 
aid, what could the (-hristians effect against his rock- 
built castles? Ho scoffed at them therefore, as he saw 
their tents by day and Ihcir fires by night covering 
the surrounding heights. “ I^ct them linger here a 
little while longer,^’ said he, “ and the autumnal tor¬ 
rents will wash them from the mountains.” 

I t • 

While the alcaydc was thus closely mewed up 
within his walls, and the Christians remained inactive 
in their camp, he noticed, onp calm autumnal day, 
the sound of implements of labor echoing among the 
mountains, and now and then the crash of a falling 
tree, or a thundering repQii, as if some rock had 
been heaved from its bed and hurled into the valley. 
,Thc alcaydc was on the battlements of his castle, 
surrounded by his knights. “Methinks,” said lie 
“these Christians arc nnaking war upon the rocks 
and trees of the mountain^i, since they find our castles 
unassailable.” •* 

I) 

The sounds did not cease oven during the night: 
every now and then, th )* Moorish sentinel, as he 
paced the, battlements,r heard some crash echoing 
among the heights. The return of daj' explained the 
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mystery. Scarcely did the sun shine against the 
summits of th(3 mountains, than shoifts burst from the 
dills opposite to the castles, and* were answered 
from the camp, with joyful sound of kettlc-driniH 
and trumpets. , 

The astonished M«)ors lifted up their eyes, and 
beheld, as it were, a tortent of war breaking out of 
a narrow defile. There was a multitude of men, 
with pickaxes, s})adcs, and bars of iron, clearing 
away every obstacle; wliile behind them slowl} 
moved along great teams of oxen, dragging hcav> 
ordnance, and all the munitions of battering artillery. 

“ What cannot women and priests elfcci, when 
they unite in council?” exclaims again the worthy 
Antonio Agapida. The queep had held another con¬ 
sultation with the grand cardinal and the belligerent 
bishop of Jaen. It was clear that the heavy ordnaneci 
could never be convened to the camp by Ibe regular 
road of the country; and without battering artillery. 


notliing could he ctleclcd. It was suggested, how¬ 
ever, by the zealous hitljop, that another road* might 
be opened, thri)iigli a rnoiv jiracticablc part of *the 
mountains. It would be an undertaking cxtravagaiU 
anTl cliimerical, w'ith ordinary means; and, therefore, 
unlooked for by the enemy, hut what could not 
kings ctfect, who had trcfiysures and armies at com- 
m?tnd ? , 

The project struck the enterprising spirit of (he 
queen. Six Ihousand inc^i, with pitkaxes, crowbars, 
and every other necessary •implement, ^vcrc set l(» 
work day and night, to break a road throu^i th(‘ 
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very centre of (he inoiintains. No time was to he 
lost, for it was rumored that El Zajjal was about to 
march with a mighty host to the relief of the castles. 
The bustling bishop of Jaen acted as pioneer, to 
mark Ibe route and superintend the laborers^* and 
the grand cardinal took care «that the work sliould 
never languish through lack of means.* 

“ When kings’treasures,” says Fray Antonio Aga- 
pida, “are dispensed by priestly hands, there is no 
stint, as the glorious annals of Spain bear witnes'?.” 
Umler the guidance of thc>e ghostly men, it «(‘(Mnod 
as if miracles were etrected. Almost an entire moun¬ 


tain was levelled, valleys tilled up, trees hewn down, 
rocks broken and overturned; in short, all the ob¬ 
stacles wdiich nature bad heaped around, entirely 
and promptly vanished. In httle more than tweh c 
days, this gigantic work w:e- ctreetc ’, and the ord¬ 
nance dragged to the camp, toithc gi^eat tri'iniph of 
the Christians and confusion of the Moors, f 

No sooner was the heavy artillery arrived, than it 
was mounted, in al^ hasto', upon the neighhoring 
heights: Francisco Ramirez de Madrid, the first en¬ 
gineer in Spaui, superintended the batteries, and soon 
opened a destructive tire upon the castles. 

When the valiant alcciydc, Mahonf\et Lentin, found 
his towers tumbling aho,nt him, and his bravest men 
dashed from the walls, without the power of inflict¬ 
ing a wound upon the foe, Ih« haughty spirit was 


* Zivita, Ar*ales de Aragon, lib. 20. c. 64. Pulgar, part 3, caj). 31. 
t Idem. 
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greatly exasperated. “ Of \vhat avail,” said he, bit¬ 
terly, ‘‘is all the prowess of knightliood against these 
cowardly engines, that murder from afar?” 

For a whole day, a tremendous fire kept thunder¬ 
ing upon tlic castle of AWr^dV. The lombards dis¬ 
charged large stone?, which demolished two of the 
towers, and all the ba*ttlements which guarded the* 
j)ortal. If any Moors attenipted to defend llie walls 
or repair the breaches, they were sh(jt down b} ri- 
badocpiines, and other small pleeos of artillcr}. Th(' 
Christian soldiery issued forth from the camp, undei' 
co\er of this fire; and, approaching the castles, 
discharged ilights of arrows and stones through the 
ojjenings made by the ordnance. 

At length, to bring the siege t<^ a conclusion, Fran¬ 
cisco Ramirez elevated some of the heaviest artillery 
on a mount (hat rose in form of a cone or p)ramid, 
on the side of^the rWer near to Albahar, and com¬ 
manded both castkis. 7"his was an operation of great 
skill and excessive labor, but it was repaid by coin- 

wait 
fur). 

Satisfied that all further resistance was vain, the 
\'il*liant alcayde made signal for a parley. The 
articles of capitulation wei'ti soon arranged. The 
alcayde and his garrisons^ )vcrc permitted to return 
id safety to the city of Granada, and the castles were 
delivered into the ]>osscs.sion of king^Ferdinand, on 
the day of the festival pf St. Matt\iew, in the month 
of September. They \vei*c immediately repaired, 


plete success; for the Moois' did not dare to 
until this terrible battery'tshould discharge its 
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strongly garrisoned, and delivered in charge to the 
city of Jaen. ^ 

The effects of this triumph were immediately ap¬ 
parent. Quiet and sequrity once moi;iL settled upon 
the bishdpric. The husbii^ndmcn tilled their fioUs in 
peace, the herds and flocks fastened unmolested in 
the pasture^, and the vineyards yielded corpulent 
skinsful of rosy wine. The good bishop enjoyed, in 
the gratitude of his people, the approbation of his 
conscience, the increase of his revenues, and the 
abundance of his table, a reward for all his toils and 
perils. “ This glorious victory,” exclaims Fray An¬ 
tonio Agapida, “ achieved by such extraordinary 
management and iniinite labor, is a shining example 
of what a bishop ca/i effect, for the promotion of the 
faith and the good of his diocese.” 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Enterprise of the knights oj^alatrava against Zalea. 

# 

While these events were taking place on the 
northern frontier of the kingdom of Granada, the 
important fortress of Albania was neglected, and its 
commander, Don Gutierc dc Padilla, clavero of 
Calalrav a, reduced to great perplexity The rem¬ 
nant of the foraging parly, which had been surprised 
and massacred by the fierce El Zagal when on lv« 
way to Granada to receive the crown, liad clnrned ^ 
in confusion and dismay to (he fj^rtresi^?. They could 
only speak of their own disgrace, being obliged to 
abandon their cavalgada, and to fly, pursued by a 
superior force; of tlie flower of their party, the 
gallant knights of Calatrava, who had remfiined be¬ 
hind in the valley, they knew nothing. A few da\s 
cleared up all the mystery of tneir fate: tiding wciic 
brought that (keir bloo(\)"«heads had been borne in 
Xriurnph into Granada by the ferocious El ZagfJ. 
The surviving knights of Calatrava, who formed a 
part of the garrison; burned*to revenge the death of 
their comrades, and to \¥^c out the stigma of this 
ifcfeat; but 4;he clavero had been rendered cautious 
by disaster,—he resisted all their entreaties for a 
foray. His garrison w;i*s weakened by the loss of so 
many of its bravest men; flie vega was .patrolled by 
numerous and pow'erful squadrons, sent forth by the 
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warlike El Zagal; above'all, the movements of the 
garrison were watched by the warriors of Zalea, a 
strong town, only two leagues distant, on the road 
towards Loxa. This ^lace was a cu^iitinual check 
upon Alkama when in its'ji^ost powerful state, pkeing 
ambuscades to entrap the Christian cavaliers in the 
course of their sallies. Frequent and bloody skir¬ 
mishes had taken place, in consequence; and the 
troops of Alhama, when returning from their forays, 
had often to fight their way back through the squad¬ 
rons of Zalea. Thus surrounded by dangers, Don 
Giitiere de Padilla restrained the eagerness of his 
troops for a sally, knowing that any additional disas¬ 
ter might be followed by the loss of Alhama. 

In the mcahwhile^piwisions began to grow scarce; 
they were unable to forage the country as usual for 
supplies, and depended for relief upon the Castilian 
sovereigns. The defeat of thct'^ount^dc Cabra filled 
the measure of their perplexities, as it interrupted 
the intended reinforcements and supplies. To such 
extremity were they lcducc<l, that they were com¬ 
pelled to kill some of their Jhorses for* provisions. 

^ The worthy clavero, Don Gutierc dc Padilla, 
pondering one day on this gloomy state of affairs, 
when a Moor was brought before hipi who had sur¬ 
rendered himself at the g;jVe of Alhama, and claimed 
an audience. Don Gutiere was accustomed to visits 
of the kind from renegado Moors, who roamed the 
country as spies ahd adaliJ^^; but the countenance 
of this man. was quite unknown to him. He had a 
box strapped to his shoulders, containing divers arti- 
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clcs of traffic, and appeahred to be one of those 
itinerant traders, who often resorte'd to Alhama and 
the other garrison towns, under pretext of vending 
trivial merchandise, such as amulets, perfumes, and 
trink|tts, but who often prmjwfted rich shawk, golden 
chains and necklaces^ and valuable gems and jewels. 

The Moor requestefl a private conference with 
the clavero : “ I have a.precious jewel,” said he, to 
dispose of.” 

“T want no jewels,” replied J^on Gntiere. 

“ For the sake of him who died on the cross, the 
great prophet of your faith,” said the Moor, solemnly, 
“refuse not rny request; the jewel 1 speak of you 
alone can purchase, but 1 can only treat al *^nt it in 

secret.” „ 

• • • 

Don Gutierc perceived there \vas something hid¬ 
den under these mystic and figurative terms, in which 
t!ic Moors werg oftc^ accustomed to talk. lie mo¬ 
tioned to his attendants to retire. When they were 
alone, the Moor looked cautiously round the apart¬ 
ment, and then, approaching i.losc to the knight, de¬ 
manded in a low voice, “^What will you give rife* if I 
• deliver the fortress of Zalea into your hands ?” 

*Don Gutiere looked with surprise at the humble 
individual that pfiadc such a-suggestion. 

“ What means have yyp,” said he, “ of efifecting 
sfich a proposition?” 

“T have a brother, in the garrison of Zalea,” re- 
plied the Moor, “ who,"for a proffer compensation 
would admit a body of troops into the cjtadel.” 

Don Gutiere turned a scrutinizing eye upon the 

32 
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Moor. “What right have I to believe,” said he, 
“ that thou wilt be truer to me, than to those of thy 
blood and thy rehgion?” 

“ I renounce all ties to them, either of blood or 
religion,’,’ replied the VMoor; “my mother \^as a 
Christian captive; her country.shall henceforth be 
my country, and her faith my' faith. 

The doubts of Don Giitierc were not dispelled by 
this profession of mongrel Christianity. “Granting 
the sincerity of thy conversion,” said he, “ art thou 
under no obligations of gratitude or duty to the al- 
cayde of the fortress thou wouldst betray?” 

The eyes of the Moor flashed fire at the words: 
he gnashed his teeth with fury. “The alcayde,” 


cried he, “is a dog! He has deprived my brother 
of his just share of t)ooty; he has robbed me of my 


merchandise, treated me worse than a Jew when I 


murmured at his injustice, an^l ordered me to be 
thrust forth ignominiously from his walls. May the 
curse of God fall upon my head, if I rest content 
until 1 ‘have full revenge I” ,, 

“Fflbugh,” said Don Quticrc: “I, trust more to 
thy revenge than thy religion.” 

The good clavero called a council of his oflicefs. 
The knights of Calatrava N\ere- unanimous for the 


enterprise—zealous to a])pease the manes of their 
slaughtered comrades. Don Gutierc rerpinded therti 
of the state of the garrison, enfeebled by their late 
loss, and scarcely‘sufficient’for the defence of the 


* Cura de los Palacios. 
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walls. The cavaliers replied, that there was no 
achievement without risk, and that there would have 
been no great actions recorded in "history, had there 
not been daring spirits ready to peril life to gain 
reno^vn. * , 

Don Guticre yielded to^hc wishes of his knights, 
for to have resisted any further might have drawn on 
liim the imputation of timidity: he ascertained by 
trusty spies that every thing in Zalea remained in 
the usual state, and he made all the requisite arrange¬ 
ments for the attack. 

When the appointed night arrived, all the cava¬ 
liers were anxious to engage in the enterprise; but 
the individuals were decided by* lot. They "Ct out, 
under the guidance of the Moor; and when they had* 
arrived in the vicinity of Zalea, they tound his hands 
behind his back, and their leader pledged his knightly 
word to strike him ^ad, on the first sign of treach¬ 
ery. lie then bade him to lead the way. 

It was near midnight, when they reached the walls 
of the fortress. They p.^sscd Lilently along until they 
found themselyes below ^ the citadel. Here^their 
guide made a low and preconcerted signal: it\^as 
answered from above, and a cord let down from the 
wall. The kni^ts attached it a ladder, which was 
drawn up and fastened. ^ Guticre Mufioz was the 
* fjprst that mpunted, followed by Pedro de Alvanado, 
both brave and hardy soldiers. A handful succeeded: 
they were attacked bj^»a party ctf gflards, but held 
them at bay until more of iheir comrades ascended; 
with their assistance, they gained possessioh of a 
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tower and part of the wall. The garrison, by this 
time, was aroused; but before they could reach the 
scene of action, Miost of the cavaliers ^Verc within 
the battlements. A bloody contest raged for about 
an hour:—several of tks. Christians ^ere siairi, but 
many of the Moors ; at l3.igth j.he whole citadel was 
carried, and the town submkted without resistance. 

Thus did* the gallant knights of Calatrava gain the 
strong town of Zalea with scarcely any loss, and 
atone for the inglorious defeat of their companions 
by F^l Zagal. They found the magazines of the 
place well stored with provisions, and were cnaoled 
to carry a seasonable supply to their own famishing 
garrison. * 

The tidings of this event reached the sovereigns, 
Just after the* surrender of Carnbil and Albahar. 
Tliey were greatly rejoiced at this additional success 
of their arms, and immediateljj sent strong reinforce¬ 
ments and ample supplies for both Alfiama and Zalea. 
They then dismissed the army for the winter. Fer¬ 
dinand and Isabella .*’etired to Alcala de Ilenarcs, 
whepe the queen, on the^ 16th of December, 1485, 
gaw birth to^the princess Catharine, afterwards wife 
of Henry VIII. of England. Thus prosperously 
terminated the checkered campj'ign of this impor¬ 
tant year. ^ 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 


Death of Muley^Iben Hassan. ^ 

0 ^ 

MuleyA^dalla El Zagal h^d been received with 
great acclamations at Granada, on his return from 
defeating the count de Cabra. He had endeavored 
to turn his victory to the greatest advantage, with his 
subjects; giving lilts and tournaments, and other pub¬ 
lic festivities, in which the Moors delighted. The 
loss of the castles of Cambil and Albahar, and of the 
fortress of Zalea, however, chccted this sudden tide 
of popularity; and some of the tickle populace l^cgan • 
to doubt whether they had %iotd)een»rather precipi¬ 
tate ill deposing his brother, Muley Aben Hassan. 

That superannuated monarch remained in his 
faithful town •f Alrflunecar, on the border of the 


Mediterranean, surrounded* by a few adherents, lo- 
gethcr with his wife Zorayna and his children ; and 
he had all his treasures*safe in his possession. The 
fiery heart of the old king*was almost burnt ouVand 
his powers of doing either harm or good seeimd 


at an end. 


While in thisbpassive and fielpless state, his brother 
El Zagal manifested a sudden anxiety for his health. 
6e had him* removed, with all tenderness and care, 
to Salobrena, anoth<?r fortress on the^Mediterranean 
coast, famous for its pure and salubrious air; and 
the alcayde, who was a devhted adherent, to El^Za^l 
VoL. I. • Y 



Q54 


. A CHRONICLE OF 

was charged to have especial care that nothing was 
wanting to the comfort and solace of his brother. 

Salobreiia was^a small town, situated,on a lofty 
and rocky hill, in the midst of a beautiful and fer¬ 
tile vega, shut up on three sides by rqountains, and 
opening 6n the fourth toSke Mediterranean. Itrwas 
protected by strong walls and a powerful castle, and, 
being deemed impregnable, was often used by the 
Moorish kings as a place of deposit for their trea¬ 
sures. They were accustomed also to assign it as a 
residence for such of their sons and brothers as 
might endanger the security of their reign. Here 
the princes lived, in luxurious repose: they had de¬ 
licious gardens, perfumed baths, a harem of beauties 
. at their command—nothing was denied them but the 
liberty to depart; that alone was wanting to render 
this abode an earthly paradise. 

Such was the delightful place appointed by El 
Zagal for the residence of his biotherc: but, notwith¬ 
standing its wonderful salubrity, the old monarch had 
not been removed thither many days before he ex¬ 
pired. 'There was nothing extraordinary in his death: 
lifc^^th him had long been glimmering in the socket, 
ana for some time past he might rather have be§p 
numbered with the dead than with the living. The 
public, however^ are foiid of seeing i;hings in a sinis¬ 
ter and point,ef view, and there were 

many dark^.iurmises as to the cause of this event. 
El Zagal luAsd in a manner to* heighten these sus¬ 
picions : he caused the tr^a^sures of his deceased 
brother to bp packed on mules and brought to Gra- 
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nada, where he took possession of them, to the ex¬ 
clusion of the children of Aben Hassan. The sul¬ 
tana Zorayfia and her two sons wore lodged in the 
Alhambra, in the tower of the Cimares. This was a 
residence in a palace—but it had proved a royal 
prison to the sultana Ayxa|/a Horra, and her youthful 
son Boabdil. There the unhappy Zorayna had time 
to meditate upon the disappointment of all those 
ambitious schemes for herself and children, for which 
she had stained her conscience with so many crimes, 
and induced her cruel husband to imbrue his hands 
in the blood of his other offspring. 

The corpse of old Muley Aben Hassan was also 
brought to Granada, not in state becoming the le- 
mains of a once-powcrful sovereign, but tro CiSported • 
on a mule, like the corpse dT th^ poorest peasant. It 
received no honor or ceremonial from El Zagal, and 
appears to have been interred obscurely, to prevent 
any popular sdhsation; and it is recorded by an an¬ 
cient and faithful chronicler of the time.* that the 
body of the old monarch was deposited J;»y two 
Christian captives in tiis osario or charnel-hopse.* 
Such was the end of*the turbulent Muley\Aben 
•Hassan, who, after passing his life in‘constant cbti- 
tests for empire, could scarce gain quiet admission 
into the corner of a sepulchre. 

^ No sooner were the pepulace well assured that 
old Muley Aben Hassan was dead, and beyond re¬ 
covery, than they all began to extol jiis memoiy and 


* Cura de los Palacios, c. 77. 
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deplore Li:) loss. They admitted that he had been 
fierce and crutV but then he had been brave; he 
had, to be sure,«pulled this war upon their heads, 
but he had likewise been crushed by it. In a word, 
he was dead; and his death atoned for every fault; 
for a king, recently dea^ is generally either a \iero 
or a saint. . ^ 

In proportion as they ceased to hate old Muley 
Aben Hassan, they began to hate his brotlier El Za- 
gal. The circumstances of the old king’s death, the 
eagerness to appropriate his treasures, the scandalous 
neglect of his corpse, and the imprisonment of his 
sultana and children, all filled the public mind with 
gloomy suspicions y and the epithet of Fratracidc! 
was sometimes substituted for that of El Zagal, in 
the low murmirrings‘‘of the people. 

As the public must always have -ome object to 
like as^vcll as to hate, there began once more to Be 
an inquiry after their fugitive king, B^abdil el Chico. 
That unfortunate monarch was still at Cordova, ex¬ 
isting on the cool courtesy and meagre friendship of 
Ferdinand; which had wsftied exceedingly, ever 
sinc/^Boabdil had ceased to have any influence in 
hisf late dominions. The reviving interest expressed 
in his fate by the Moorish .public, and certain secret 
overtures made to him, once more aroused the sym¬ 
pathy of Ferdinand: he irrmediately advised Boabdjl 
again to set up his standard within the frontiers of 
Granada, and fprnished him with money and means 
for the purpose. .t)oahdil i^dvanccd'but a little way 
into his late territories; b!b took up his nost at Velez 
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el Blanco, a strong town on the confines of Murcia; 
there he established the shadow* of a court, and 
stood, as if were, with one fbot.ovlfer the border, and 
ready to draw that back upon the least alarm. His 
presence in the kingdom, however, and hi^ assump¬ 
tion of royal state, g^ve life to his faction in Granada. 
The inhabitants of the Albaycin, the poorest but 
most warlike part of the populace, w5re generally. 
in his favor: the more rich, courtly, and aristocrati- 
cal inhabitants of the quarter of the Alhambra, ral¬ 
lied round what appeared to be the most stable 
authority, and supported the throne of El Zagal. So 
it is, in the admirable order of sublunary afifairs: 
every thing seeks its kind; the rich befriend ilie rich, 
the powerful stand by the powerful, the poor enjoy 
the patronage of the poor—and tlms a universal 
harmony prevails. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

fk 

Of the Christian army which assembled at the ciCy of 

CorQena, • 

t 

Great and glorious was the style with which the 
Catholic sovereigns opened another year’s campaign 
of this eventful war. It was like commencing an¬ 
other act of a stately and heroic drama, where the 
curtain rises to the inspiring sound of martial melody, 
and the whole stage glitters with the array of \var- 
riors and the pom-p of anns. The ancient city of 
Cordova was the place appointed by the sovereigns 
for the assemblage'Of the troops; and early in the 
spring of 1486, the fair valley of the Guadalquivir 
resounded with the shrill blast of trumpet, and the 
impatient neighing of the war-horse.*' In this splen¬ 
did era of Spanish chivalry, there was a rivalship 
among the nobles who most should distinguish him¬ 
self by the splendor of his ajppearance, and the num¬ 
ber And equipments of hi's feudal followers. Every 
dky beheld sdme cavalier of note, the representatkvc 
of some proud and powerful house, entering the gates 
of Cordova with sound of trumpet) and displaying 
his banner and device, ro»9owned in many a contest. 
He would appear in sumptuous array', surrounded 
by pages and jackeys no less gorgeously attired, and 
followed by a host of vassals and‘retainers, horse and 
foot, all admirably equip^ied in burnished armor. 
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Such was the state of Don Inigo Lopez de Men^ 
doza, duke of Infantado; who may be cited as a pic- 
ture of a \^arlike noble of those times. He brought 
with him live hundred men-at-arms of his house' 
hold, armed atnd mounted d la ginela and d la guisa, 
I’he cavaliei's who ajlend|3d him were magnificently 
armed and dressed. The housings of fifty of his 
horses were of rich cloth, embroidered with gold; 
and others were of brocade. The sumpter mules 
had housings of the same, with haliers of silk; while 
the bridles, head-pieces, and all the harnessing, glit¬ 
tered with silver. 

The camp equipage of these noble and luvurious 
warriors, was equally magnificent. Their tents wcVc' 
gay pavilions, of various colors, fitted up with silken* 
hangings and decorated \Vitl/ fluttering pennons. 
They had vessels of gold and silver for the service 
of their tables, as if they were about to engage in a 
course of stately feasts and courtly revels, instead 
of the stern encounters of rugged and mountainous 
warfare. Sometimes they passed through thq streets 
of Cordova at night. In splendid cavalcade^,with 
great numbers of lighted*torches, the rays of which 
* iillling upon polished armor and nodding plumes, and 
silken scarfs, and trappings of golden embroidery, 
filled all beholders with admiration.** 

But it was not the chivalry of Spain, alone, which 
thronged tile streets of Cordova. The fame of this 
war had spread throughout chrisl^ndom: it was, 

_•- 

* Fulgar, part 3^ cap. 41. 56« * 
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considered a kind of crusade; and Catholic knights 
from all parts hastened to signalize themselves in so 
holy a cause. There were several valiant chevaliers 
from France, among whom the most distinguished 
was Ga^ston du Leon, Seneschal of Toulpuse. 
With him came a gallant train, well armed and 
mounted, and decorated with* rich surcoats and pan¬ 
aches of feathers. These cavaliers, it is said, eclipsed 
all others in the light festivities of the court: they 
were devoted to the fair, but not after the solemn 
and passionate manner of the Spanish lovers; they 
were gay, gallant and joyous in their amours, and 
captivated by the vivacity of their attacks. They 
were vt first held inlight estimation by the grave and 
stately Spanish knights, ^ntil they made themselves 
to be respecteS by their wonderful prowess in the 
held. 

The most conspicuous of the«volunjteers, however, 
who appeared in Cordova on this occasion, was an 
English knight of royal connexion. This was the 
lord Scales, earl of Rivers, brother to the queen of 
Engird, wife of Henry Vdf. He had distinguished 
hiqii^lf in the preceding year, at the battle of Bos- 
worth field, where Henry Tudor, then earl of Rich¬ 
mond, overcame Richard ill. That decisive battle 
having left the country at j[\pace, the earl of Rivers, 
having conceived a passion for warlike scenes, re¬ 
paired to the Castilian court, to .keep his arms in ex¬ 
ercise, in a campaign against ihe Moors. He brought 
with him a hundred archers, all dexterous with the 
Ipng-bow and the cloth-yard arrow; aiso two hun- 
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dred yeomen, armed cap-a:pie, who fought with pike 
and battle-axe,—men robust of frame, and of pro¬ 
digious strength. The worthy padre Fray Antonio 
Agapida describes this stranger knight and his follow • 


ers, with his sfccustomcd accuracy and minuteness. 

“ ^This cavalier,” jje deserves, “ >vas from the far 


island of England, andi brought with him a train of 


his vassals; men who had been hardened in certain 


civil wars which raged in their country. They were a 
comelv race of men, but too fair and fresli for war- 
riors, not having the sun-burnt warlike hue of our 


old Castilian soldiery. They were huge feeders also, 
and deep carousers, and could not accommodate 
themselves to the sober diet of our troops, bui must 
fain cat and drink after the manner of th^ir own * 


country. They were often rfois^ and*unruly, also, in 
their wassail; and their quarter of the camp was 
prone to be a scene of loud revel and sudden brawl. 
They were, wfthal, of great pride, yet it was not 
like our inflammable Spanish pride; they ^ood not 
much upon the pundonor^ the high punctilip, and 
rarely drew the stiletto*in their disputes; but their 
pride was silefit and corftumclious. Though from a 
■reunote and somewhat barbarous island,'they believed 
themselves the most perfect men upon earth, and 
magnified their‘chieftain, the lord Scales, beyond the 
greatest of their grandees?* With all this, it must be 
said of thenf that they were marvellous good men in 
t^c field, dexterous irchers, and powerful with the 
battle-axe. In their great pride And self-will, they 
always sought to press in tlSe advance and ta]cc the 
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post of danger, trying to outvie our Spanish chivalry. 
They did not rush on fiercely to the fight, nor make 
a brilliant onset like the Moorish and Spanish troops, 
but they went into the fight deliberately and persisted 
obstinately, and were slow to find out when^they 
were beaten. Withal they^wer^ much esteemed, yet 
little liked by our soldiery, - who considered them 
staunch coitlpanions in the field, yet coveted but 
little fellowship with them in the camp. 

“ Their commander, the lord Scales, was an ac* 
complished cavalier, of gracious and noble presence 
and fair speech; it was a marvel to see so much 
courtesy in a knight brought up so far from our Cas¬ 
tilian goiirt. He was much honored by the king and 
queen, and ibund great favor with the fair dames 
about the court, wh'o indeed are rather prone to be 
pleased with foreign cavaliers. He went always in 
costly state, attended by pages and esquires, and ac¬ 
companied by noble young cavaliers 'of his country, 
who had enrolled themselves under his banner, to 
learn the gentle exer^jise of arms. In all pageants 
and^festivals, the eyes of the populace were attract¬ 
ed by the singular bearing and ric^i array of the 
English earl and his train, who prided themselves#in 
always appearing in the ;^arb and manner of their 
country—and were indeed somethir.g very magnifi¬ 
cent, delectable, and strange to behold.” 

The worthy chronicler is no less elaborate in his 
description of thq, Masters pf "Santiago, Calatrava, 
and Alcantara, and their valiant knights, armed at all 
points^ and decorated with the badges of their orders. 
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These, he affirms, were the flower of Christian chiv¬ 
alry : being constantly in service, they became more 
stedfast arfd accomplished in discipline, than the ir¬ 
regular and temporary levies of the feudal nobles. 
Calm, solemn* and stately, they sat like towers upon 
their powerful chdi^ers. Qn parades, they manifested 
none of the show and ostentation of the other troops: 
neither, in battle, did they endeavor •to signalize 
themselves by any fiery vivacity, or desperate and 
vain-glorious exploit^—every thing, with them, was 
measured and sedate; yet it was observed, that none 
were more warlike in their appearance in the camp, 
or more terrible for their achievements in the field. 

The gorgeous magnificence of• the Spanish nobles 
found but little favor in the eyes of tlie sovereigns. * 
They saw that it caused a contpetitTon in expense, 
ruinous to cavaliers of moderate fortune; and they 
feared that a softness and efTemiiiacy might thus be 
introduced, inc^)mpatible with the stern nature of the 
war. They signified their disapprobation to several 
of the principal noblemen, an^ recommended a more 
.sober and soldierlike display while in actual service. 

“These are rare trod^s fora tourney, my lord,’’ 
"said Ferdinand to the duke of Infantado, as he be¬ 
held his retainers ghtteriAg \n gold and embroidery; 

“ but gold, though gorgeous, is soft and yielding: iron 
ig the metal for the field.’** ^ 

“Sire,” replied the duke, “if my men parade in 
gold, your majesty will, find the% fight with steel.’* . 
The king smiled but ishook his head, and the duke 
treasured up ^is speech in his heart. * 
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It remams now to reveal the immediate object of 
this mighty and chivalrous preparation ; which had, 
in fact, the gratification of a royal pique at bot¬ 
tom. The severe lesson which Ferdinand had re¬ 
ceived from the veteran Ali Atar, before the walls 
of Loxa, though it had been of great service in ren¬ 
dering him waiy in his.attacKs upon fortified places, 
yet rankled «orely in his mind; and he had ever since 
held Loxa in peculiar odium. It was, in truth, one 
of the most belligerent and troublesome cities on the 
borders; incessantly harassing Andalusia by its in¬ 
cursions. It also intervened between the Christian 
territories and Alhama, and other important places 
^ined in the kingdom of Granada. For all these 
reasons, king Ferdinand had detennined to make 
another grand attempt upon this warrior city; and 
for this purpose, he had summoned to the field his 
most powerful chivalry. 

It was in the month of May; that '^^he king sallied 
from Cordova, at the head of his army. He had 
twelve thousand cavalry and forty thousand foot- 
soldiers, armed with cross-bows, lances, and arque- 
busses. There were six thousand pioneers, with 
hatchets, pickaxes, and crowbars, for levelling roeids^ 
He took with him, also, great train of lombards 
and other heavy artillery, with a body of Germans 
skilled in the service of>'Ordnance and the art of 
battering walls. 

It was a glorious spectacle (says Fray Antonio 
Agapida) to behold inis pompous pageant issuing 
forth (rom Cordova, the pennons and devices of the 



THE CONQUEST/OF GRANADA. 


265 


proudest houses of Spain, with those of gallant 
stranger knights, fluttering above a*sca of crests and 
plumes; to* see it slowly moving, v^Tilh flash of helm, 
and cuirass, and buckler, across the ancient bridge, 
and ^reflected* in the waters of the Guadalquivir, 
while (he neigh of steed amd blast of trumpet vibra¬ 
ted in the air, and rcsouivdcd to the distant mouii- 
lains. “ But, above ali,” concludes the good father, 
with his accustomed zeal, “ it was triumphant to be¬ 
hold the standard of the faith every where displayed, 
and to reflect that this was no worldly-minded army, 
intent upon some temporal scheme of ambition or 
revenge; but a Christian host, bound on a crusade to 
extirpate the vile seed of Mahomet from Mie*land, 
and to extend the pure domi/poq of tlie church/' 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

fa 

f 

How fresh commotions broke out in Chranada, ani*, how 
the people undertook^ to allay them, 

C 

While perfect unity of object and harmony of 
operation gave power to the Christian arms, the de¬ 
voted kingdom of Granada continued a prey to in¬ 
ternal feuds. The transient popularity of El Zagal 
had declined ever since the death of his brother, 
and the party of Bj;»ahdil el Chico was daily gaining 
' strength: the Alhaycin and the Alhambra were again 
arrayed against each other in deadly strife, and the 
streets of unhjy[)py Granada were daily dyed in the 
blood of her children. In the midst of these dissen¬ 
sions, tidings arrived of the foVmidablc army assem¬ 
bling at Cordova. The rival factions paused in their 
infatuated brawls, and were roused to a temporary 
sense of the common danger. They forthwith re¬ 
sorted to their old expedient of new*-modelling their 
government, or rather of making and unmaking king§ 
The elevation of £1 Zagal to the throne had not pro 
duced die desired effect—what thep was to be done^ 
Recall Boabdil el Chico^ end acknowledge him again 
as sovereign ? While they were in a popular tum'ult 
of deliberation, Hamet Aben*Zarrax, surnamed £l 
Santo, arose ameng them. This was the same wild, 
melasichoiy man, who had predicted the woes of 
Granada. He issued from one of the caverns of the „ 
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adjacent height which overhangs the Darro, and has 
since been ^called the Holy Mountain. His appear- 
ance was more haggard than ever; Tor the unheeded 
spirit of prophecy seemed to have turned inwardly, 
and preyed upon his vitals. “ Beware, oh IMLosleras,” 
exclaimed he, “of mtn who are eager to govern, yet 
are unable to protect. Why slaughter each other for 
El Chico or El Zagal? Let your kings renounce their 
contests, unite for the salvation of Granada, or let 
them be deposed.” 

Hamet Aben Zarrax had long been revered as a 
saint—he was now considered an oracle. The old 
men and the nobles immediately consulted together, 
how the two rival kings might be brought to accord. 
They had tried most expedients: it was now deter¬ 
mined to divide the kingdom between them^ giving 
Granada, Malaga, Velez Malaga, Almeria, Almunc- 
car, and their dependencies, to E! Zagal—and the 
residue to .Boabdil el Chico. Ainong the cities 
granted to the latter, Loxa was particularly specified, 
with a condition that be shcjld immediately take 
command of it in person iSor the council thought^he 
jfavor he enjoyed with the Castilian monarchs, might 
avert the threatened attack. 

El Zagal readily accorded to this arrangement; he 
had been hastily elevated^to the throne by an ebul¬ 
lition of the» people, and might be as hastily cast 
down again. It secured him one-half of a kingdom 
to* which he had no .herj^ditary riglU, and he trusted 
to force or fraud to gain ^e other hal/ hereafter. 
The wily old‘monarch even sent a deputation *to his 
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nephew, making a merit of offering him cheerfully 
the half which he had thus been compelled to relin¬ 
quish, and inviting him to enter into an amicable 
coalition for the good of the country 

The heart of Boabdil shrunk from all connexion 
with a man who had sought hts life, and whom he 
regarded as the murderer of his kindred. He ac¬ 
cepted one-half of the kingdom as an offer from the 
nation, not to be rejected by a prince who scarcely 
held possession of the ground he stood on. He as- 
sert^.'d, nevertheless, his absolute right to the whole, 
and only submitted to the partition out of anxiety for 
the present good of his people. He assembled his 
handful of adherents, and prepared to hasten to Loxa. 
As he mounted hi§^ b^rse to depart, Ilamet A ben 
Zarrax stood suddenly before him. “ Be true to thy 
country and thy faith,” cried he: ‘M.'';ld no farther 
communication with these Christian vlogs. Trust not 
the hollow-hearted friendship of the Castilian king; 
he is mining the earth beneath thy feet. Choose 
one of two things; be a sewereign or a slave—thou 
canst not be both.” , • 

Boabdil ruminated on these words; he made many, 
wise resolutions, but he w^as prone always to act 
from the impulse of the moment, and was unfortu¬ 
nately given to temporize,jin his policy. He wrote 
to Ferdinand, informing him that Lox& and ccrtdm 
other cities hq^d relurnod to their allegiance, and that 
he held them a^, vassal to tjie Castilian crown, ac¬ 
cording to. their convention. He conjured him, 
therefore, to refrain from any meditated attack, of- 
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fering free passage to the Spanish army to Malaga, 
or any otlifer place under the dominion of his uncle.* 
Ferdinand turned a deaf ear to the entreaty, and 
to all professions of friendship and vassalage. Boah- 
dil *was nothing to^ him^ but as an instrument for 
stirring up the flames pf civil war. He now insisted 
that he had entered into a hostile league with his 
uncle, and had consequently forfeited all claims to 
his indulgence; and he prosecuted, with the greater 
earnestness, his campaign against the city of Loxa. 

“ Thus,” observes the worthy Fray Antonio Agap- 
ida, thus did this most sagacious sovereign act upon 
the text in the eleventh chapter^f the Evarjg^list St. 
Luke, that ^a kingdom divided against* "itself cannot* 
stand.’ He had induced tScs^inhdTils to waste and 
destroy themselves by internal dissensions, and finally 
cast forth the survivor; while the Moorish monarchs, 
by their ruinoift contests, made good the old Castilian 
proverb in cases of civil war, ‘ El vencido vencido, y 
cl vencidor perdido,’ (the conquered conquered, and 

the conqueror undone.)^’t^ • 

_ _ 

t Garibay, lib. 40. c. 33. 



« * Zurita, lib. 20 , c. 68. 
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CHAPTER XXXVJII. 

•* I. 

How King Ferdinand held a coumil qf war, at the Rock 

of the Lactirs. 

t 

The royal army, on its march against Loxa, lay 
encamped, one pleasant evening in May, in a meadow 
on the banks of the river Yeguas, around the foot of 
a lofty clitr c,ailed the Rock of the Tjovcis. The 
quarters of each nobleman formed as it were a sepa¬ 
rate Ijttle encampment; his stately pavilion, sur- 
mounted by his fluttering pennon, rising above the 
surrounding tents ot his vassals and retainers. A 
lilllc apart from the others, as it were in proud re¬ 
serve, was the encampment of the English earl. It 

^ I' 

was sumptuous in its furniture, and complete in all 
its munitions. Archers, and soldiers armed with 
battle-iixes, kept guar(} around it; while above, the 
standard of England roll(^‘d out its ample folds, and 
fl 'ppcd in tliQ evening breeze. 

The mingled sounds of various tongues and nations 
were beard from the sold'ery, as they watered their 
horses in the stream, or busied themselves round the 

I * 

fires which began to glow, here and there, in the 
twilight: the gay chanson of the Frenchman, singing 
of his amours'on the pleasant banks of the Loire, or 
the sunmy regions'of the Ciaronne; the broad guttural 
tones‘of the German, chanting some doughty krieger 
lied, or extolling the vintage of the Rhine; the wild 
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romance of the Spaniard, reciting the achievements 
of the Cid, %nd many a famous passage of the Moor¬ 
ish wars; and the long and melancholy ditty of the 
Englishman, treating of some feudal hero or ^redoubt¬ 
able outlaw of his di|tant jsland. 

On a rising ground,* commanding a view of the 
whole encampment, stood the ample and* magnificent 
pavilion of the king, with the banner of Castile and 
Arragon, and the holy standard of the cross, erected 
before it. In this tent were assembled the principal 
commanders of the army, having been summoned by 
Ferdinand to a council of war, on receiving tidings 
that Boahdil had thrown himself into Leva ^ith a 
considerable reinforcement. After some consulta- * 
lion, it was determined to invest Loxa on both sides: 


one part of the army should seize upon the dangerous 
but commanding height of Santo Albohacen, in front 
of the city; while the rerr\ainder, making a circuit, 
should encamp on the opposite side. 

No sooner was this resolved upon^ than th« mar¬ 
ques of Cadiz^stood fortl^ and claimed the post of 
danger in behalf of him&lf and Ihose^ cavaliers, his 
*cc«npanions in arms, who had been compelled to re¬ 
linquish it by the general Vclrcat of the army on the 


former siege. The enemy had exulted over them, 
if driven^ from it in aisgrace. To regain that 


perilous height, to {>itch their tents upon it, and to 
avenge the blood of their valiant comj^cr, the Master 
of Calatrava, who had fallen upon*t, was due to their 
fame; the marques demanded therefore thalt they 
might lead the advance and iiecure that height, en- 
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gaging to hold the enemy employed until the main 
army should take its position on the opposite side of 
the city. 

King Ferdinand readily granted his permission; 
upon which the count de^Cabijp entreated to be ad¬ 
mitted to a share of the enterprise. He had always 
been accustomed to serve in the advance; and now 
that Boabdil was in the held, and a king was to be 
taken, he could not content himself with remaining 
in the rear. Ferdinand yielded his consent, for he 
was disposed to give the gootl count every opportu¬ 
nity to retrieve his late disaster. 

Thf. English earl^ when he heard there was an en¬ 
terprise of danger in question, was hot to be admitted 
to the party but *the king restrained his ardor. 
“ These cavaliers,” said he, “ conceive that they 
have an account to settle with^ their pride; let them 
have the enterprise to themselves, biy lord; if you 
follow these Moorish wars long, you will find no lack 
of penilous service.” ^ 

The marques of Cadiz, and his companions in 
arms, struck their tents before daybreak; they were 
five thousand horse and twelve thousand foot, S'nd‘ 
marched rapidly along4h6 lcfiles of the mountains; 
the cavaliers being anxious to strike the blow, and 
get possession of the heiglit of Albohacen, before the 
king with the main army should arrive to their as¬ 
sistance. ^ u 0 o 

ft 

The city of Lbxa stapds bn a high hill, between 
two mountains, on the banks of the Xenel. To at¬ 
tain the height of Albphacen, the troops had to pass 
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over a tract of rugged an'd broken country, and a 
deep valley* intersected by those canals and water* 
courses with which the Moors irrigated their lands: 
they were exti;emcly embarrassed in this part of their 
maroh, and in imminent risk of being cut up*in detail 
before they could re^ch thb height. 

The count dc Cabra, with his usual eagerness, en ¬ 
deavored to push across this valley, in defiance of 
every obstacle: he, in consequence, soon became 
entangled with his cavalry among the canals; but his 
impatience would not permit him to retrace his steps, 
and choose a more practicable but circuitous route. 
Others slowly crossed another pqrt of the valley, by 
the aid of pontoons; while the marques Cadiz,* 
Don Alonzo de Aguilar, and Ibe count de Urefia, 
being more experienced in the ground from their 
former campaign, made a circuit round the bottom 
of the height, ^nd, winding up it, began to display 
their squadrons and elevate their banners on the re¬ 
doubtable post, which, in the former siege, they had 
been compelled so rcluc4antly to abandon. 


35 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Hmo the *Royal Army appeared before the city of Loxa, 
and how it was received; *and df the doughty achieve- 
ments of t^e English Earl, 

The advance of the Christian army upon Loxa, 
threw the wavering Boabdil el Chico into one of his 
usual dilemmas; and he was greatly perplexed be< 
tween his oath of allegiance to the Spanish sove¬ 
reigns, and his sense of duty to his subjects. His 
, doubts were determined by the sight of the enemy 
glittering upon^ the height of Albohacen, and by the 
clamors of the people to be led forth to battle. “ Al¬ 
lah!” exclaimed he, “thou knowest my heart: thou 
knowest I have been (rue in piy faith to this Chris¬ 
tian moi)arch. I have offered to hold Loxa as his 
vassal, but he has preferred to approach it as an ene¬ 
my—dti his head be the infraction of our treaty!” 

Boabdil was not wanting in courage; he only 
needed decision. When he had once made up his 
mind, he acted vigorously; the misfortune was, 4ie 
cither did not make it up at all, or he made it up too 
late. He who decides tardily gendJally acts rashly, 
endeavoring to make up by hurry of action for slow - 
ness of deliberation. Boabdil hastily buckled on his 
armor, and sallied forth, suhrounded by his guard's, 
and at the head of five hundred horse and four thou¬ 
sand foot, the flower of his army. Som€ he detached 
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to skirmish with the chriptians who were scattered 
and perplexed in the valley, and? to prevent their 
concentrating their forces; while', with his main 
body, he pressed forward to drive the enemy from 
the height of Albohacen, before they had time to col¬ 
lect there in any nugfiber„or to fortify themselves in 
that important position^ 

The worthy count de Cabra was yfet entangled 
with his cavalry among the water-courses of the 
valley, when he heard the war-cries of the Moors, 
and saw their army rushing over the bridge.* He 
recognised Boabdil himself, by his splendid armor, 
the magnificent caparison of his steed,'and the bril¬ 
liant guard which surrounded hihi. The ro**^'*! host 
swept on toward the height of Albohacen: an inter- 
vening hill hid it from his sight; but loud shouts and 
cries, the din of drums and trumpets, and the reports 
of arquebusses, gave jiote that the battle had begun. 

Here was a royal prize in the field, and the count 
de Cabra unable to get into the action! 'I'he good 
cavalier was in an agopy of,impatience; every at¬ 
tempt to force Jiis way acrqjss the valley, only pluijged 
him into new difficulties. At length, aftpr many eager 
but ineffectual efforts, he was obliged to order his 
troops to dismount, and slfowJly and carefully to lead 
their horses baiik, along slippery paths, and amid 
plashes of p^ire and water, where often there was 
scarce a foothold. The good count groaned in spirit, 
aftd sweat with mere impatience as h'fe went, fearing 
the battle might be fought, and the^ prize^won or lost, 
before he ccfuld reach the field. Having at*lerigth 
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toilfullj unravelled the mazes of the valley, and ar¬ 
rived at firmer {'round, he ordered his troops to 
mount, and led them full gallop to the height. Part 
of the good count’s wishes were satisfied, but the 
dearest were disappointed: he came in season to 
partake of the very hottest of the fight, but the royal 
prize was no longer in the field. 

Boabdil had led on his men with impetuous valor, 
or rather with hurried rashness. Heedlessly exposing 
himself in the front of the battle, he received two 
wounds in the very first encounter. Ilis guards ral¬ 
lied round him, defended him with matchless valor, 
and bore him, bleeding, out of the action. The count 
de Ca^bra arrived juut in time to see the loyal squadron 
crossing the' bridge, and slowly conveying their dis¬ 
abled monarcli towdrds' the gate of the city. 

The departure of Boabdil made no difference in 
the fury of the battle. A Moorish warrior, dark and 
terrible in aspect, mounted on a blaVk charger and 
followed by a band of savage Gomcres, rushed for¬ 
ward i.o take the lead. It was Hamet cl Zegri, the 
fier/ie alcayde of Rohda^ with the remnant of his 
once redoubtable garrison.* Animated by his exam¬ 
ple, the Moors renewed their assaults upon ihe* 
height. It was bravely,defended, on one side by the 
marques of Cadiz, on another by^Don Alonzo de 
Aguilar; and as fast as * hie Moors as,9ended, thf^y 

were driven back and dashed down the declivities. 

_ 

The count d6 Urefia took^ his stand upon the fatal 
spot where his Brother }iad fallen; his followers en¬ 
tered <with zeal into the feelings of thek: commander. 
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and heaps of the enemy sunk beneath their weapons 
—sacrifices to the manes of the lamented Master of 

I 

Calatrava. 

The battle, continued with incredible obstinacy. 
The»Moors knew the importance of the height to the 
safety of the city; ^he davaliers felt their honors 
staked to maintain it. Vresh supplies of troops were 
poured out of the city; some battled on the height, 
while some attacked thd Christians who were still in 
the valley and among the orchards and gardens, to 
prevent their uniting their forces. The troops in the 
valley were gradually driven back, and the whole 
host of the Moors swept arouncj the height of Albd- 
haccn. The situation of the marques de CaJiz and' 
his companions was periloiJB ia the*extreme: they 
were a mere handful; and, while they were fighting 
hand to hand with the Moors who assailed the 
height, they v^ere gAlled from a distance by the 
cross-bows and arquebusses of a host that augmented 
each moment in number. At this critical juncture, 
king Ferdinand cmcrgc^l froi5i the mountains 
the main body^af the arm/, and advanced to an cmi- 
• nence commanding a fpll view of the field of actiofu 
By his side was the noblc.English cavalier, the earl 
of Rivers. This was the first time heliad witnessed 
a scene of Moorish warfaig. He looked with eager 
irflerest at th^ chance medley fight before him, where 
there was the wild career of cavalryVthe irregular 
and tumultuous rush of infantry, and where Christian 
helm and Moorish turban were intermingled inydead- 
ly struggle. The high blood of the English knight 

1£ol. I . A a \ 
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mounted at the si^ht, and his soul was stirred within 
him, by the confused war-cries, the clangQr of drums 
and trumpets, and the reports of arquebusses, that 
came echoing up the mountains. Seping that the 
king was'sending a reinforcement to the field, h< en 
treated permission to mingle in 'the afiray, and figh 
according toethe fashion of his country. His request 
being granted, he alighted from his steed: he was 
merely armed en bianco^ that is to say, with morion, 
back-piece, and breast-plate; his sword was girded 
by his side, and in his hand he wielded a powerful 
battle-axe. He was followed by a body of his yeo¬ 
men, armed in like fanner, and by a band of archers 
' with bows made of the tough English yew-tree. The 
earl turned to his troops, and addressed them biiefly 
and bluntly, according to the manner of his country. 
“ Remember, my merry meii all,” said h^, “ the eyes 
of strangers are upon you; you* are ie a foreign land, 
fighting for the glory of God, and the honor of merry 
old England!” A loud shout was the reply. The 
earl^waved his battle-ake ovdr his head: “ St. Geoige 
for England!” cried he; kRd to the inspiring sound 


of this old English war-cry, .he and his followers . 
rushed down to the battle ..with manly and courage 


ous hearts.* *They soon made their way into the 
midst of the enemy; but when engaged in the hottest 


of the fight, they made no shouts or outcries. Th^ 


pressed stedi^^ forward, dealing their blows to right 
and left, hewing down the Moors, and cutting their 


Cura de loa Palacioi. 
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way, with their battle-axes, like woodmen in a forest; 
while the archers, pressing into «the opening they 
made, plied their bows vigorously, and spread death 
on every side. 

V^hen the Castilian mountaineers beheld,the valor 
of the English yeomanry, J;hey would not be outdone 
ill hardihood. They could not vie with them in 
weight or bulk, but for vigor and activity they were 
surpassed by none. They kept pace with them, 
therefore, with equal heart and rival prowess, and 
gave a brave support to the stout Englishmen. 

The Moors were confounded by the fury of these 
assaults, and disheartened by the loss of Hamet el 
Zegri, who was carried w’OunS.ed from field.^ 

They gradually fell back uppn the bridge; the Chris¬ 
tians followed up their advantege, and drove them 
over it tumultuously. The Moors retreated into the 
suburb; and lojd Ri’icrs and his troons entered with 
them pell-mell, fighting in the streol«5 and in the 
houses. King Ferdinand came up to the scene of 
action with his royal guard, .:and the infidels were 
driven within ihe city w^lfe. Thus were the subfirbs 
. gained by the hardihood of the English*lord, withoiit 
suJh an event having been premeditated.* 

The earl of Rivers, notwithstanding he had re¬ 
ceived a wound,^ still ui^d forward in the attack. 
He penetrated almost.to the city gate, in defiance of 
a shower of missiles that slew many of his followers. 
A* stone, hurled from ifie battlenqpnts, checked his 


* Cura de los Palacios. MS. 
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impetuous career: it struck him in the face, dashed 
out two of his front teeth, and laid him senseless on 
the earth. He v/as removed to a short distance by 
his men; but, recovering his senses, refused to per¬ 
mit himself to be taken from the suburl>. ^ 

When the contest was qver, the streets presented 
a piteous spectacle—so many of their inhabitants 
had died in the defence of their thresholds, or been 
slaughtered without resistance. Among the victims 
was a poor weaver, vrho had been at work in his 
dwelling at this turbulent moment. His wife urged 
him to fly into the city, ‘‘ Why should 1 fly ?” said 
tjie Moor—“to be reserved for hunger and slavery? 
I tell you, wife, 1 \vill *await the foe here; for belter 
is it to die quickly b^ the steel, than to perish piece¬ 
meal in chains and dungeons.” He said no more, 
but resumed his occupation of w^eir/uig; and in the 
indiscriminate fury of the assaiilt, wa^s slaughtered at 
his loom.* 

The Christians remained masters of the held, and 
proceeded to pitch thrjie enc,ampments for the prose¬ 


cution of the siege. Tlio Jfing, with^the great body 
gjf the army,*took a position on the side of the city, 
next to Granada: the marques of Cadiz and *his 
brave compajaions onto more pitched their tents 


upon the height of Sancto^Albohac*&ii: but the Eng¬ 
lish earl planted his standard sturdily within the 


suburb he had taken. 


* Pulgar,*part 3. c. 58. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

Conclusiqf^ of the siege of Loxa. 

Having possession of the heights of Albohaceii 
and the suburb of the city, the Christians were en¬ 
abled to choose the most favorable situations for 
their batteries. They immediately destroyed the 
stone bridge, by which the garrison had made its 
sallies; and they threw two wooden bridges across 
the river, and others over tl\c onnals and st?^ams, so 
as to establish an easy communication'between th6 
different camps. • * 

When all was arranged, a heavy fire was opened 
upon the city from various points. They threw, not 
only balls of Slone a*nd iron, but great carcasses of 
fire, which burst like meteors on the houses, wrap¬ 
ping them instantly in a blaze. The walls were 
shattered, and the towers toppled down, by tremen¬ 
dous dischar^s from the lombards. ^ Through the 
openings thus made, 4hcy could behold the intei^r 
of the city—Chouses tumbling or in flames—men, 
women, and children, flying in terror through the 
streets, and slaughtered Hry the' shower of missiles, 
sent through the openings from smaller artilleiy, and 
ffom cross-bows ancf arquebusses., » • 

The Moors attempted tp repait the breaches, but 
fresh discharges from the lombards buried them be¬ 
neath the ruins of the walls thpy were mending. In 
• • A a 3 « 36 
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their despair, many of the* inhabitants rushed forth 
into the narrow streets of the suburbs, and assailed 
the Christians with darts, scimitars, and poniards, 
seeking to destroy rather than defend, ai^d heedless of 
death, in "the confidence that to die fighting will, an 
unbeliever, was to be trandlatcd*at once to paradise. 

For two Qights and a day, this awful scene con¬ 
tinued ; when certain of the principal inhabitants be¬ 
gan to reflect upon the hopdlessness of the donflict: 
their king was disabled, their principal captains were 
either killed or w^ounded, their fortifications little 
better than heaps of ruins, 7’hey had urged the un¬ 
fortunate Boabdil to the conflict; they now clamored 
/or a cflpitulation. • A parley w'as procured from the 
Christian monarrdi, ard the terms of surrender were 
soon adjusted. They were to yield up the city im¬ 
mediately, with all their Christian captives, and to 
pally forth with as much of tlfcir pijopcrty as they 
could take with them. The marques of Cadiz, on 
whose honor and humanity they had great reliance, 
was to*^escort them to ©ranada, to protect them from 
n"sault or robbery: such a^ tf^hosc to remain in Spain 
v;^rc to be permitted to reside in Castile, Arragon, 
or Valencia, As to Boabflil el Chico, he was to <lo 
homage as vaseal to kin*g Ferdinand, but no charge 
was to be urged against ];ijm of having violated his 
former pledge. If he should yield up al\ pretensions 
to Granada, thf title of duke Guadix was to be 
assigned to him, and the territory thereto annexed, 
provided it should be recovered from El Zagal with¬ 
in six months. 
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The capitulation being arranged, thej gave as 
hostages alcayde of the city,* and the principal 
officers, together with the sons of flieir late chiedain, 
the veteran ^li Atar. The warriors of Loxa then 
issiaed forth, humbled and dejected at having to sur¬ 
render those walls ^hicliFthey had so long maintained 
with valor and renown; and the women and children 
filled the air with lamentations, at being exiled from 
their native homes. • 

Last came forth lioabdil, most truly called El 
Zogo^bi, the unlucky. Accustomed, as he was, to 
be crowned and uncrowned, to be ransomed and 
treated as a matter of bargain^ he had acceded of 
course to the capitulation.* lie was.cndoblcd by 
his wound#, and had an ayr ^f dejection; yet it is 
said, his conscience acquitted him of a breach of 
faith towards the Castilian sovereigns, and the per¬ 
sonal valor h^ had displayed had caused a sympathy 
for him among many of the Christian cavs^liers. He 
knelt to Ferdinand according to the forms of vas¬ 
salage, and then departed, ii» melancholy ihbod, for 
Priego, a tovui about tljrce leagues distant 

Ferdinand immediately ordered Loxa to bc^e- 
jfaired, and , strongly garrisoned. He was greatly 
elated at the capture of this place,in consequence 
of his former defeat before its walls. He passed 
^reat encoAaiums upon the commanders who had dis¬ 
tinguished thcmselncs; and historians dwell particu¬ 
larly upon his visit tq*the tent y t8e English earl.* 
His majesty consoled him for the loss of his teeth, by 
the consideVation that he might otherwise have lost 
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them by natural decay; whereas the lack of them 
would now be esteemed a beauty^ ra|;her 4han a de¬ 
fect, serving as a trophy of the glorious cause in 
which he had been engaged. , 

' The etffl replied, that he gave thanks to God und 
to the holy virgin, for being thiif honored by a visit 
from the mo$;t potent king in Christendom; that he 
accepted with all gratitude his gracious consolation 
for the *loss of his teeth, thdugh he held it little to 
lose two teeth in the service of God, who had given 
him all:—“ A speech,” says Fray Antonio Agapida, 
^‘full of most courtly wit and Christian piety; and 
one only marvels th^t it should have been made by 
a nativ^ of an island so*far distant from Castile.” 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

Cojpture of lUora. 

King Ferdinand followed up his victory at Loxa, 
by laying siege to the strong town of lllora. This 
redoubtable fortress waft perched upon a high rock, 
in the midst of a spacious valley. It was within four 
leagues of the Moorish capital; and its lofty castle, 
keeping vigilant watch over a wide circuit of coun¬ 
try, was termed the right eye o^ Granada. 

The alcayde of lllora was one of thc*bravcat of tho» 
Moorish commanders, and 4na<lc ewery preparation 
to defend his fortress to the last extremity. He sent 
the women and children, the aged and infirm, to the 
metropolis. IJc plsflccd barricades in the suburbs, 
opened doors of communication from houso to house, 
and pierced their walls with loop-holes for the dis¬ 
charge of cross-bpws, aA]uebxiSses, and other missiles.. 

King Ferdinand arrived beforp the place, with all 
his forces; he staliopcd himself updn the hill ^ 
Encinilla, and distributeci the other encam])ments in 
various situations, so as to invest the 5»rtrcss. Know¬ 
ing the valiant ^haractiWi of the alcayde, and the 
desperate eburage of* the Moors, he ordered the en¬ 
campments to he fortified with trcncj^cs and pallisa 
docs, the guards to be doubled, and sentinels to be 
placed in all the watch-towers of the adjacent heights. 

When all was ready, the duke del Infantado de- 
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manded the attack; it was his first campaign, and 
he was anxious t(^ disprove the royal insinuation 
made against the hardihood of his pmbroidered chiv¬ 
alry. King Ferdinand granted his demand, with a 
becoming •compliment to his spirit; he ordered ilhe 
count de Cabra to make a simultaneous attack upon 
a different quarter. Both chiefs led forth their 
troops;—^those of the duke in fresh and brilliant 
armor, richly ornamented, aifd as yet uninjured by 
the service of the field; those of the count were 
weatherbeaten veterans, whose armor was dented 
and hacked in many a hard-fought battle. The 
youthful duke blushe^ at the contrast. “ Cavaliers,'* 
cried h6, “ we have 'been reproached with the finery 
of our array: let us oprf^ve that a trenchant blade 
may rest in a gilded sheath. Forward! to the foe! 
and 1 trust in God, that as we enter this affray 
knights well accoutred, so we ^hall Jeave it cava¬ 
liers well • proved." His men responded by eager 
acclamations, and the duke led them forward to the 
assault. He advancedtundei a tremendous shower 
of stones, darts, balJs^ and afnows; but nothing could 
cb^ck his carehr; he entered the suburb sword in 
hand; his' men fought furiQUji'ly, though with great 
loss, for every dwelling had been turned into a for¬ 
tress. After a severe copPict, the^ succeeded in 
driving the Moors into the town, abouf the same^ 
time that the ot^er suburb wsra carried by the count 
de Cabra and his veterans. The troops of the duke 
del Infpntado came out of the contest thinned in 
number, and covered with blood, and dust, and 
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wounds: they received *the highest encomiums of 
the king, ^nd there was never afterwards any sneer 
at their embroideiy. * 

The suburbs being taken, three batteries, each 
fuwiished with eight huge lombards, were opened 
upon the fortress.* The damage and havoc were 
tremendous, for the fortifications had pot been con¬ 
structed to withstand such engines. The towers 
were 6verthrown, the*walls battered to pieces; the 
interior of the place was all exposed, houses demol¬ 
ished, and many people slain. The Moors were ter¬ 
rified by the tumbling ruins, and the tremendous din. 
The alcayde had resolved to defend the place unrtil 
the last extremity; he beheld it a heap of i^ubbish*; 
there was no prospect of aid hipm Glranada; his peo¬ 
ple had lost all spirit to fight, and were vociferous 
for a surrender; with a reluctant heart, he capitulat¬ 
ed. The inh^itants^ei^ permitted to depart with 
all their eiTects, excepting their arms; and were es¬ 
corted in safety by the duke del Infantado and the 
count de Cabra, to thet bridge of Pinos, witfiin two 

_ 9 

leagues of Gianada. • * I 

King Ferdinand gave directions to* repair the 
tfications of lllora, and ^to place it in a stfong state 
of defence. He left, as afeayde ofrthe town and 
fortress. Gonsaltto de Cpjdova, younger brother of 
Oon Alonzb de Aguilar. This gallant cavalier was 
captain of the royal guards of Ferdinand and Isa- ^ 
Sella, and gave already prools of {|iat prowess which 
afterwards rendered him sA renowned. • ^ 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

Cf the arrival cf Qiueen Isabella at the camp before 
Moclin ; and of the pUasaat savings of the English 
Earl. 

I 

The war of Granada, however poets may em¬ 
broider *'it with the flowcrU of their fancy, was 
certainly one of the sternest of tliosc iron conflicts 
which have been celebrated under the name of holy 
wars. 'Ihe worthy Fray Antonio Agapida dwells 
with unsated delight^ upon the succession of rugged 
mountain enterprises, bloody battles, and merciless 
sackings and ravages, jylvch characterized it*; yet we 
find him on one occasion pausing in the full career 
of victory over the infidels, to detail a stately pageant 
of the Catholic sovereigns.,. •> ^ 

Immediately on the capture of Loxa, Ferdinand 
had written to Isabella, soliciting her presence at the 
camp, that he might consult*with her as to the dis¬ 
position of their ncyly-ac(]^Lred territories. 

was in the early part of June, that the queen 
departed *from Cordova, with the princess Isabefia 
and numerous ladies of her court.' She had a glori¬ 
ous attendance of cavalie^ and pages, with many 
guards and domestics.' There were forty mu1es» foi 
the use of the queen, the princess, and their train. 

• As this courtly cavalcade approached the Rock of 
the Lovers, lOn the bankd of the river Yiguas, they 
beheld a splendid train of knights advancing to meet 
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them. • It was headed by .that accomplished cavalier 
the marques duke de Cadiz, accompanied by the 
adelanlado of Andalusia. He hack left the camp the 
day after the capture of Illora, and advanced thus 
far^to receive the queen and escort her^over the 
borders. The queen received the marques with (lis< 
tinguished honor; for he was esteemed the niirroi of 
chivalry. |lis actions in this war liadT become the 
theme tof every tongue^ and many hesitated^ not to 
compare him in prowess to the immortal Cid."* 

Thus gallantly attended, the queen entered the 
vanquished frontier of Granada; journeying securely 
along the pleasant banks of the Xenel, so lately sub¬ 
ject to the scourings of the Mobrs. She sh pped at 
TiOxa, where she administered aid and consolation 
to the wounded, distributing money among them for 
their support, according to their rank. 

The king, after the capture of lllora, had removed 
his camp before the fortress of Moclin, with an in¬ 
tention of besieging it. Thither the queen proceed¬ 
ed, still escorted (iirough thc^mountain roadsjby (he 
marques of C^adiz. As JsabclJa drew near to> the 
camp, the duke del Infantado Asued,forth a league 
aJid a half to receive her, magnificently arijiyed, alHl 
followed by all his chivaiVy jn glorious attire. With 
him came the standard of Seville, borne by Chc^mcn- 
at-arms of that renownefi’eity; and the Prior of St 
Juan, with his followers. They arrayed themselves 

j---#- 

• ^ * 

* Cara de loa Palaeiot. 
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in order of battle, on the left of the road hy which 
the queen was to pass. 

The worthy Ag^pida is loyally minute, in his de¬ 
scription of the state and grandeur of the Catholic 
sovereigns* The queen rode a chestnut mule, sea|;ed 
in a magnificent saddle-chaif dceoratcd with silver 
gilt. The housings of the mule* were of fine crimson 
cloth ; the borders embroidered with gold; the reins 
and hesgd-piece were of satk'i, curiously embossed 
with needlework of silk, and wrought with golden 
letters. The queen wore a brial or regal skirt of 
velvet, under which were others of brocade; a scar¬ 
let mantle, ornamented in the Morcsco fashion; and 
a black bat, euibroidered round the crown and brim. 

The Infanta wps likewise mounted on«a chestnut 
rnulc, richly caparisoned: she wore a brial or skirt 
of black brocade, and a black mantle ornamented 
like that of the queen. ^ ^ 

When the royal cavalcade passed by the chivalry 
of the duke del Infantado, which was drawn out in 
battle array, the quce|{, madis a reverence to the 
standard of Seville, and Qjr(|ered it tq, pass to the 
n^t hand. When ^he approached the camp, the 
mu]titude.>ran forth to meet her, with great demoh 
stratiqns of joy^^ for she«>was universally beloved by 
her*subjccts. All the battalions sailed forth in mili- 
taj^ array, bearing the various standards and banners* 
of the camp, which were loweyed in salutation as 
* she passed. ^ . 

The king now came forth in royal state, mounted on 
a Buperi) chestnut horse, and attended by many gran- 
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dees of Castile. He wore a jubon or close vest of 
crimson cloth, with cuisscs or short skirts of yellow 
satin, a loose cassock of hrocadfe, a rich Moorish 
scimitar, and a hat with plumes. The grandees who 
att^nde4 him were arrayed with wonder&il magniti- 
cence, each according to his taste and invention. 

These high and hnighty princes j^says Antonio 
Agapida) laegardcd each other with great deference, 
as allied sovereigns, rather than with connubial fa^ 
miliarity as mere husband and wife. When they ap¬ 
proached each other, therefore, before embracing, 
they made three profound reverences; the queen 
taking off her hat, and remaining in a silk net 'or 
cawl, with her face uncovered.* The*king^hen ap¬ 
proached and embraced hef, ^.nd kissed hei* respect¬ 
fully on the cheek. He also embraced his daughter 
the princess; and, making the sign of the cross, he 
blessed her, a^d kissed 1}^ on the lips.* 

The good Agapida seems scarcely tOj,have been 
more struck with the appearance of the sovereigns, 
than with that of tho English earl. He followed 
(says he) icnmediatelji «after ^e king, with 'great 
pomp, and, in an extraordinary manner, taking jm;c- 
rfedcncc of all the resj. He was mouiTted “a la 
gwwtf,” or with long stirrups, on a superb chestnut 
horse, with trapf)ings of, azure silk which reached to 
the ground*. The housings were of mulberry, p^w- 
der^ with stars jjold. He was armed in proof, 
and wore over his armor a sho4 F rench mantle of^ 
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black brocade; he bad a‘white French hat with 

• % 

plumes, and carrid^l on his leflt arm a si^all round 
buckler, banded w*ith gold. Five pages attended him, 
apparelled in silk and brocade, and , mounted on 
horses sumptuously caparisoned ; he had also a train 
of followers, bravely attired afltdr the fashion of his 
country. 

lie advanced in a chivalrous and courteous man¬ 


ner, making his reverences fd^t to the queen‘and In¬ 
fanta, and afterwards to the king. Queen Isabella rc- 
cc!*ved him graciously, complimenting him on his cour¬ 
ageous conduct at Loxa, and condoling with him on 
the loss of his teeth., The carl, howevd’, made light 
of his disfiguring wound; saying, that ^‘our blessed 
Lord, who had *builtra11 that house, had opened a 
window there, that he might see more readily what 
passed within * whereupon the worthy Fray An- 
tordo Agapida is more tlwn evicr a8V>nished at the 
pregnant wit of this island cavalier. The earl contin¬ 
ued some little distance by the side of the royal fam¬ 
ily, complimenting theic. all with courteous speeches, 
his liorsc curveting^and cUracoling, but being man- 
a<^'d with great grace and dcxlorily; leaving the 
grandees and the people at large, not more filled whh 
admiration at tk3 strangeness and magnificence of his 
state, than at the excclien^tr of his horsemanship.! 

'To testify her sense of the gallantry"kiid service:, 
of this noble I^nglish knight, who had corr.o from so 
far to assist in Iho'r wars, the queen sent him the 


* Piotro Mftityr, 61. 
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next day presents of twelve horses, with stately 
tents, fine linen, two beds wit^ coverings of gold 
brocade, and* many other articles of great value. 

Having refreshed himself, as it were, with the dc- 
sdHption of this jgrogress of queen Isabella to the 
camp, and the •gloriqus* pomp of the Catholic sove* 
reigns, the worthy Antonio Agapida returns with re¬ 
newed relish to his j^ious work of discomfiting the 
Moors. 

The description of this royal pageant, and the par¬ 
ticulars concerning the English earl, thus given from 
the manuscript of Fray Antonio Agapida, agree pre¬ 
cisely with the chronicle pf Andres Bernaldes, the 
curate of los Palacios. The English earl makes do 
further figure in this war.*’ ft ap^Aears from various 
histories, that he returned in the course of the year 
to England. In the following year, his passion for 
fighting took^iim to thelfbntinent at the head of four 
hundred adventurers, in aid of Francts duke of 
Brittany, against Louis XI. of France. He was 
killed in the same year [l988] in the battle ,of St. 
Alban's, between the Bretons j^d the French. 
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CHAPTER XLIII, 

> I 

How King Ferdinand attacked Moclin, and of ike etr&ige 

events that attended its capture* 

“The Cavholic sovereigns,” says Fray-Antonio 
Agapida, “ had by this lime closely clipped t|;ic right 
wing of Ihc Moorish vulture.” In other words, most 
of the strong fortresses aloiig the western frontier of 
Granada had fallen beneath the Christian artillery. 
The army now' lay encamped before the town of 
Moclin, on the fror,tiQr of Jaen, one of the most 
stubborn fortresses of the border. It stood on a 
high rocky hill, the b:fec'of which was nearly girdled 
by a river: a thick forest protected the back part 
of the town, towards the mountain. Thus strongly 
Fituated, it domineered, wTlt^ its Irownfog battlements 
and masstvc towers, all the mountain passes into 
(!»at pj\rt of the country, and was called “the shield 
of Granada.” It had% double arrear of blood to 
F?ttle wn’th tlie chri^ians; two hondreJ years before, 
jrMasler^of Santiago and all lv!s cavaliers had be^*^ 
la need by the Moors before'^i^'} gates. It had recently 
made'’terrible slaughter among the troops of the good 
count de Cabra, in his precipitate Atempt to entrap 
the old Moorish monarch. The pride of Ferdinand 
, had been pi(m;'d by being obliged on that occasior 
to recede from his* plan, s|nd abandon his concerted 
attack (On the place; he was now prepared to take a 
full revenge. 
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El Zagal, the old warrior king of Granada, antici¬ 
pating a *secotid attempt, bad [provided the place 
with ample ammunitions and provisions; had ordered 
trenches to digged, and additional bulwarks thrown 
up^ and caused all the old men, the women, and the 
children, to be femovjed to the capital. 

Such was the strength of the fortress, and the 
ditricu[ties*of its position, that Fcrdinaiul antieipated 
much trouble in reducing it, and made every prepara¬ 
tion for a regular siege. In the centre of his camp 
were two great mounds, one of sacks of flour, the 


other of grain, which were called the royal ^ranar)'. 
Three batteries of heavy prctnaiice were.opened 
against the citadel and principal towers, while small¬ 
er artillery, engines for the^dilchargc of missiles, ar- 


quebusscs and cross-bows, were distributed in various 
places, to keep up a^firc into any breaches that might 
be made, andtipon thos^f the garrison who should 
appear on the battlements. 

The lombards soon made an impression,on (he 
works, demolishing a par^ ot^lhe wall, and tumbling 
down severaf of those*haiight}/towej*s, \yhk‘h from 
tljcir height had been* impregnable beforeJlie iiivctt- 
tion of gunpowder.. Thd Mpors repaired their walls 
as well as they were able, and, still confiding in the 
strength of |heir situationP,kept up a resolute defence, 
firing down from their lofty battlements and lowers 
upon the Christian caiiTp. For two Jights and a day * 
an incessant fire was Icept^p, so lhat there was not 
a moment iif which the roaring of ordnance was not 
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• * 
heard, or some damage sustained by the Christians or 

the Moors. It M'as a conflict, hovievei', more of 
engineers and artillerists than of gallant cavaliers; 
there was no sally of troops, or shock <5f armed men, 
or rush and charge of cavalry. ^ The knights stood 
looking on with idle weapons, Waiting until they 
should have 'An opportunity of signalizing their prow¬ 
ess by scaling the walls, or, storming the b/raches. 
As the place, however, was assailable only in one 
part, there was every prospect of a long and obsti¬ 
nate resistance. 

The engineers, as usual, dischai^ed not merely 
balls of stone and Vrotn, to demolish the walls, but 
flaming balls of inextinguishable cornbjjstiblcs, de¬ 
signed to set fire to tfie ^houses. One of these, which 
passed high through the air like a meteor, sending 
out sparks and cracklin^as it ^^ent, entered the win¬ 
dow of a tower which used as a magazine of 
gunpowder. The tower blew up, with a tremendous 
explorion; the Moors who were upon its battlements 
were hurled into the air, [ind fell mangled in various 
p^arts ^f .the . towm*; and the houses in its vicinity 
were rert and overthrown as‘'wlth an earthquako* 

The Moors, who had never 
of the kind, ascribed the destruction of the tower to a 
ipiracle. Some who had s%en the desceift of the flail¬ 
ing ball, imagined that fire had^ fallen from heaven to^ 
punish them ftr their pertinacity. The pious Agap- 
ida, himself, believes thart this fiery missive was con¬ 
ducted by divine agency to confound the infidels; an 


witnessed an explosion 
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opinion in which he is supported by ether Calliolic 

historians,* • 

» 

Seeing hea^'en and earth as ft were combined 
against then\, the Moors lost all heart: they capit- 
ulii^ed, and were permitted to depart with their 
effects, leaving ^chflid aUarms and munitions of war. 

The Catholic army'(says Antonio Agapida) entered 
MocHn in solemn slate, not as a licentious host, in¬ 
tent nj^on plunder and desolation, but as a*bnnd of 
Christian warriors, coining to juirifv' and regenerate 
the land. The standard of the crohs, that ensign of 
this holy crusade, was borne in the ad\ance, followed 
by the other banners of the aipiy. '^J^’lien cemc ttl<* 
king and (pieen, at the hcaJi of a va«>t ninfiber of. 
armed ca\^liers. ^'hoy acc«ompanicd by a 

band of priests and friars, with the choir of the royal 
chapel, chanting the canticle “ 7e drum laudamus."'' 
As they were ^novin^ thi^gh the streets in this sol¬ 
emn manner, every sound hushed excepting the an¬ 
them of the choir, they suddenly heard, issuing as it 
were from under erround, a aliorus of voices •chant- 


ing the solemn response^ “ yimff/ic/nm (jux vervt in 
nomine dom/mV’t The processicili paused m Ivonclpr. 
llbe sounds arose from c^iristian captives, tfiid among 
them several priests, who w6rc confined in subterra¬ 
neous dungeons, i ,, 

• The heart of Isabella was greatly touched. Siie 


* Pulsar. Garibay. Lucio Marino Sietdo, Cosas Mcmoral. do 
Hispan lib. ^ , 

Marino fticulo, 

3d 


I 

I 
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ordered the captives to be drawn forth frorfi their 
cells, and was still more moved at beholdipg, by their 
wan, discolored,*'and emaciated aj^earance, how 
much they had suffered. Their hair and beards 
were overgrown and shagged; they were wasted by 
hunger, half naked, and inrchaiAs. She ordered that 
they should be clothed and cherished, and money 
furnished them to bear them to their honaes.* 


Several of the captives wore brave cavaliers, who 
had been wounded and made prisoners, in the defeat 
of the count dc Cabra by El Zagal, in the preceding 
year. There were also found other melancholy 
traces of that disastrous affair. On visiting the narrow 
.pass Mjere the defeat "had taken place, the remains 
of several chris,+iaii wai^riors were found in thickets, 
or hidden behind rocks, or in the clefts of the moun¬ 
tains. These were some who had been struck from 
their horses, and wounde^ too 
had crawled away from (he 
concealed themselves to avoid falling into the hands 
of thef'enemy, and ha(\ thusi perished miserably and 
alone. The remains of those of note w^ere known 
Jby thefr armor and\levices, and were mourned over 
by their'Companions who had shared the disasters 
of that day.t % ' ‘ 

The queen had these remains ^piously collected, 
ar the* relics of so many martyrs who fiad fallen ra 
the cause of the faith. They were interred with'* 


severely to fly. They 
scene of action, and 


’f^'lllescas, Hist. Pontif. lib. 6. c. 20^ 11, 
t Pulgar, part 3. cap. 61. 
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great solemnity in the mosques of Moclin,'which had 
been purified qnd consecrated to^Christian worship. 
“ There/’ sayy Antonio Agapida, “ rest the bones of 
those truly Qatholic knights, in the holy ground 
which in a manner had been sanctified by thbir blood; 
and all pilgrims p^ssin^ through those mountains oficr 
up prayers and masses for the repose of* their souls.” 

The queen remained for some time at Moclin, 
administering comfort t6 the wounded and the pris¬ 
oners, bringing the newly acquired territory into 
order, and founding churches and monasteries and 
other pious institutions. While the king marched 
in front, laying waste the landL of the Philistines,^’ 
says the figurative Antonio Agapilja, “ qdeen Isabella* 
followed hi^ traces as the biadar folfows the reaper, 
gathering and garnering the rich harvest that has 
fallen beneath his sickle. In this she was greatly 
assisted by thf» counsels ^ that cloud of bishops, 
friars, and other saintly men, which contir/ually sur¬ 
rounded her, garnering the first fruits of this infidel 
land into the granaries df the^church.” Leaving^her 
thus piously omploj^ed, Mb kingfpursued his career 
of conquest, determined to lay waste *the BAd» 
ca)*ry fire and sword to tbe very gates of (rjranada. 

# M 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

i 

How Kt?ig Ferdinand foraged the Vega; and of* the 
battle of the Bridge of Pihos, and the fate of the two 
Moorish bretkers. 


Mul£y Add all a el Za<^'al had been thider a 
spell of ill fortune, ever since the suspicious death 
of tlie old king his brother. Success had deserted 
his standard; and, with his hcklc subjects, want of 
success was one of tlje greatest crimes in a sovereign. 
4Ie fouiVd hi S’popularity declining, and he lost all eon- 
lidencc in his people. ^ T'he Christian army marched 
in open defiance through his territories, and sat down 
deliberately before his fortresses; yet he dared not 
lead forth his legions to C|^oose<them,^lest the inhab¬ 
itants of die Albaycin, ever ripe for a revolt, should 
rise and shut the gates of Granada against his return. 

Every few' days, some melancholy train entered 
liie metropolis, tliM inhal9itant^ of some captured 
w;vn, feeaVing" the ft;w effects that had been spared 
them, and' weeping and bewailing the desolation ^f 
their' homes. »When the tiding^ arrived that fllora 
and Moclin had fallen, the^ people ^^ere seized with 
coiisternation. The right eye of Granada is exti» 
guished," exclaimed they; “ the shield of Granada is • 
broken; what shall protect iiafrom the inroad of the 
foe Whan the survivdlrs of- the garrisons of those 
towns arrived, with downcast looks, bearing the 
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marks of battle, and destitute of arms and standards, 
the populace reviled them in their wrath; but they 
answered, we fought as long as* we had force to 
light, or walli^ to shelter us; but the Christians laid 
our^towns and battlements in ruins, and We looked 
in vain for aid frpm\jrranada/’ 

The alcaydes of lllora and Moclin wjere brothers; 
they were alike in prowess, and the bravest among 
the Moorish chevaliers* They had been the most 
distinguished in all tilts and tourneys which graced 
the happier days o'f Granada, and had distinguished 
themselves in the sterner conflicts of the field. Ac¬ 
clamation had always followed their banners, and 
tliey had long been the delight the 'peopl?. Yelp 
now, when ‘they returned after tnc capture of their 
fortresses, they were followed by the unsteady popu¬ 
lace with execrations. The hearts of the alcaydes 
swelled with iadignsftion :f'^ey found the ingratitude 
of their countrymen still more, intolerable than the 
hostility of the Christians. 

Tidings came, that tlte enemy was advancing with 
his triumphant legi(^s t(?lby was?e the county about 
Granada. Still £1 Z,agRl did ifol dare to tike 
fiAd. The two alcaydes»of lllora and Moclin stood 
before him: “We have defended }^ur fortresses,” 
said they, “^untiUwe weap^ almost buried under their 
fuins, and for our reward >ye receive scoflings ahd 
^ revilings; give us, oh, king, an ppp|)rtunity where , 
knightly valor may'signalize itself,<not shut up behind 
stone wall&j^but in the open conflict th^ field. 
The enemy approaches to lay pur country desolate: 

VoL. 1. . Cc 
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give US men to meet him/in the advance, ahd let 
shame light upon our heads if we be found wanting 
in the battle!” ' « 

The two brothers were sent forth,,with a large 
force of horse and foot; El Zagal intended, sbauld 
they be successful, to issue foIKh ^with his whole 
force, and by, a decisive victory, repair the losses he 
had sufiered. When the people saw the cvell-known 
standards of the brothers going forth to battlb, there 
was a feeble shout; but the alcaydes passed on with 
stern countenances, for they knew the same voices 
would curse them were they to return unfortunate. 
I'hey cast a farewell look upon fair Granada, and 
upon tfte beautiful .'fields of their infancy, as if for 
these they were* willii g .4o lay down thewr lives, but 
not for an ungrateful people. 

The army of Ferdinand had arrived within two 
leagues of Granada, at th^ Bridge of Pinos, a pass 
famous in«the wars of the Moors and Christians for 
many a bloody conflict. It was the pass by which 
the Castilian monarchsfgenerally made their inroads, 
and was capable of great *dcfenfc, from the rugged- 
{Jieas oi the country^and the difficulty of the bridge. 
The king^ with the main bo^’y of the army, had ^t 
tained the brow of a hill, when they beheld the ad¬ 
vance guard, under the n^iirques of Cadiz and the 
Mflster of Santiago, fuiiQusly attacked by the enemy; 
n the viciniif the bridge. . The Moors rushed to ^ 
the assault with their usual shouts, but with more 
than usual forocitv. There iVas a hard struggle at 



THE COK^ESllOF GRANADA. 303 

the bridge; both parties^knew the importance of 
that pass. • , • 

The king particularly noted the prowess of two 
Moorish cavaliers, alike in arms and devices, and 
whdm by their bearing and attendance he f>crccived 
to be commandars of^ thh enemy. They were the 
two brothers, the alcaydes of lllora .and Moclin. 
Wherever they turned, they carried confusion and 
death into the ranks of the Christians; b*ul they 
fought with desperation, rather than valor. The 
count de Cabra, and his brother Don Martin dc Cor¬ 
dova, pressed forward with eagerness against them; 
but having advanced too lye^ipitately, we?e sur- 
rounded by the foe, and in imininent danger. A* 
young Christian knight, seekig Iheif peril, hastened 
with his followers to their relief. The king recog¬ 
nised him'for Don Juan de Arragon, count of Ribar- 
goza, his own •nephew; jof* he illegitimate son 
of the duke of Villahermosa, iyegitimate brother of 
king Ferdinand The splendid armor of Don Juan, 
and the sumptuous caparisotS* of his steed, rendered 
him a brillian! objoM oi'*attack. ^IIc was assailed on 
alj sides, and his superb steed slain under hmi; ye4 
still he fought valiantly, bearing for a time the brunt 
of the fight, and giving the exhausted forces c>f the 
count de Cabra ttme to accover breath. 

Seeing the peril oY theso# troops and the general 
obstinacy of the fights the king, or^red the royal , 
standard to be advanced, £yid hastened, with all his 
forces, to (Jus relief oT the c^nt de Cdbra. ,At his 
approach, the enemy gave ^y, retreated to- 
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wards the bridge. The tWo Moorish commanders 
endeavored to ralty their troops, and animate them 
to defend this pass tb the utmost: the/ used prayers, 
remonstrances, menaces—but almost in vain. They 
could only collect a scanty handful of cavaliers; with 
these they planted themselves^ at,the head of the 
bridge, and disputed it inch by inch. The fight was 
hot and obstinate, for but few could contend hand to 
hand, yet many discharged*'cross-bows and arque- 
busses from the banks. The river was covered wiih 
the floating bodies of the slain. The Moorish band 
of cavaliers was almost entirely cut to pieces; the 
two brothers fell, covered with wounds, upon the 
•bridge \hey had sot resolutely defended. They had 
given up the ba^tld fix' lost, but had determined not 
to return alive to ungrateful Granada. 

When the people of the capital heard how de¬ 
votedly they had fallen, S^ey lAnentcd greatly their 
deaths, and extolled their memory: a column was 
erected to their honor in the vicinity of the bridge, 


which'" long went by the nartie of “ the Tomb of the 
Brothers.” ‘ ^ 

^ •The' army of Ferdinand i\ow marched on, and 
cstablishe'd its camp in the jdchiity of Granada. The 
wortiiy Agapids gives inany triumphant details of the 
ravages committed in the yf^ga, which was again laid 
wuste; the grain, fruits^and other productions of the 
earth, destroyed—and that e/irthly paradise render-" 
ed a dreary desert) He narrates' several fierce but 
ineffec^tual sallies and skirmishes of t|ie Moors, in 
defence of tlu'ir ■ favorite plain; among which, one 
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deserves to be mention^|as it records the achieve¬ 
ments of *one t>f the saintly hero^ of this war. 

During one of the movements of the Christian 
army, near the walls of Granada, a battalion of fifteen 
hundred cavalry, a^d a large force of foot, had sallied 
from the city, ^d posted themselves near some gar¬ 
dens, which were surrounded by a caiiRil, and travers¬ 
ed by»ditclies, for the purpose of irrigation. 

The Moors beheld the duke del Tnfantado pass by, 
with his two splqndid battalions; one of men-at-arms, 
the other of light cavalry, armed d la gineta. In com¬ 
pany with him, but following as a rear-guard, ^yas 
Don Garcia Osorio, the bolll^erent bishoj^ ''f Jaen, 
attended by Francisco Bovadiijo, the corregidor of 
his city, and followed by\wo squadrons of men-at- 
arms, from Jaen, Anduxar, Ubeda, and Baeza.* The 
success of last year’s ca^npaign had given the good 
bishop an in^ination f(A* warlike affairs, and he had 
once more buckled on his cuirass. • 

The Moors were rryich ^iven to stratagen^in war¬ 
fare. They looked ^^istlulljc at the magnificent 
squadrons of thclluke del Inf^ntado.; bi\t l^eir mar¬ 
tial discipline precfiided all attack: the^ood bishbp 
promised id be a more easy pr^. Suffering the 
duke and his troops to pass unmolested, they ap¬ 
proached the squadyoni bf the bishop, and, makmg a 
pretended attack, skimushfed slightly, and fled in ap¬ 
parent confusion. Tm bishop cciii8ider(5fl the day 
his own, and, seconjien by his corregidor Bovadillo 


* Pulgar, parties cap. 
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followed with valorous precipitation. The Moors 
fled into the Huert^ del or orcha/d of the king; 
the troops of the bis{!op followed hotly after them. 

When the Moors perceived their pifrsiicrs fairly 
embarrassed among the intricacies of the garden, they 
turned fiercely upon them, whi*e sorfle of their num¬ 
ber threw open the sluices of the Xcnel. In an in¬ 
stant, the canal which encircled and the ditches 

' ^ I 

which traversed the garden, were filled with water, 
and the valiant bishop and his follo.wers found them¬ 
selves overwhelmed by a deluge.^ A scene of great 
confusion succeeded. Some of the men of Jaen, 
stoutest of heart and hand, fought with the Moors in 
the garden, while ohers struggled with jthe water, 
endeavoring to escape a(#oss the canal, in which at¬ 
tempt many horses were drowned. 

Fortunately, the duke del Infagtado ncrceived the 
snare into which his companions had mllen, and dis¬ 
patched his l.lght cavidry to their assistance. The 
Moors were compelled to flighti and driven along the 
road of Elvira up to the featps of Granada.* Several 
cIiristiaiYcavaliprs peijishcd in this'^atfray ; the bishop 
liim&’elf'escaped with "difficulty,liaving slipped from 
his saddle in crossing^thp canai, but saving himself 
by holding on to 'the tail of his chaiger. This peril¬ 
ous achievement seems to'Rave satisfied* the good 
bishop's belligerent proptnsjties*^ He retired on his 
laurels, (says'Agfpida,) to h;3 fcity of Jaen; where,' 
in the fruition of air good tVijtgs^^he gradually w^axed 

U f 
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too corpulent for his co^elet, which was hung up in 
the hall of hi^ episcopal Ip a and we hear no 

more of his ftiilitary deeds, tnK>ughout the residue 
of rtie holy war of Granada.^ 

'King Ferdinand, having completed his*ravage of 
the vega, and k^pt El Eagal shut up in his capital, 
conducted his army back through thcbpass of Lope 
to rejoin (picen Isabella at Moclin, The fortresses 
lately taken being welT garrisoned and supplied, he 
gave the command of the frontier to his cousin, Don 
Fadrique de Tofedo, afterwards so famous in the 
Netherlands as the duke of Alva. The campaign 
being thus completely cro^ittd with succcos, the 
sovereigns returned in triumph tdthc cSy of Cordovj/. 
_?___ 

* Don Luifl Osorio fue obispo de Jacn desde cl aiio dc 1483, y 
presidio in csta Iglesia hastacl dc 1496 in quo murio en FlandoSf 
a donde fue acon^ananA) a liLj^incosa Dotia Juana, esposa del 
archiduque Don Felipe.”— E^aha Sagradat por M. Risco, 
tom. 41, trat. 77, cap. 4. * ^ • 
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CHAPTER XLV, 

Attempt of El Zagal upon the Ufcrof Bodbdih and Xow 

the latter woe roused to aiiition, 

* I c 

No sooner did the last squadron of chVistian cav- 

• * ® 

airy disappear behind the mountain of Elvira, and 
the note of its trumpets die away upon the car, than 
the long-suppressed wrath of old Muley El Zagal 
burst forth. lie determined no longer to be half a 
king, re^gnin^ over apdlvided kingdom, in a divided 
capital; hut to extferminate, by any means, fair or 
foul, his nephew BoabdK and his faction.' He turned 
furiously upon those whose factious conduct had de¬ 
terred him from sallying upon the foe ; some he pun¬ 
ished by confiscations, ot^fr)rs by banishment, others 
by death. Qnce undisputed monarch of the entire 
kingdom, he trusted to his military skill to retrieve his 
fortunes, and drive the Ehristfaris over the frontier. 

Boalfjdili however, had again ri'etired to Velez el 
Planed', oq the conitkies of Murcia, where he could 
avail himself, in cas^of emergency, of ^^ny assistance 
or protection aMbrded him by the policy of Ferdi¬ 
nand. His defeat had blighted hitereviv’ng fortunes, 
for the people considered him as inevitably doomed 
to misfe^tune. ^StUl, whi^hc* jived, Ej Zagal knew^ 
he would be a rahying ppi^t for' faction, and liable 
at any moment to bq^elevated into p^jwer by the 
capncious mftr..iu<ie,.^ ^He had recourse therefore to 
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the most perfidious meaili, to compass his destruction. 
He sent embassadors to liitti, Representing the neces¬ 
sity of concord for the salratiob of the kingdom, and 
even offering to resign the title of king, and to be- 
cojpe subject to his sway, on receiving s^me estate 
on which he could dive \n tranquil retirement. Bit 
while the embSfbsadors bore these words of peace, 
they were^ furnislied with poisoned * herbs, which 
they were to administor secretly to Boabdil; and if 
they failed in this attempt, they had pledged theny 
selves to dispatcl:k him openly, while engaged in con¬ 
versation. They were instigated to this treason by 
promises of great reward, and by hkssu ranees fronV 
the alfaquis that Boabdil ftras an apostate, whosjp 
death wou^d be acceptable tc^Heai^en. 

The young monarch was secretly apprized of the 
concerted treason, and refused an audience to the 
embassadors. He denounced his uncle as the mur¬ 
derer of his father and Mis kindred, and tjie usurper 
of his throne; and vowed nev€r to relent in hostility 
to him, until he should place his head on the walls 
of the Alhanjbra. * • 

Open war again^brokc out l^tween the t^o q|on- 
archs, though feebjy*carried ol, in consequence of 
their mutuaKembarrassmenls. Ferdinand ag^in ex¬ 
tended his assisti^nce to Boabdil, ordering the com- 
^manders o^ his fSrtossef to aidliinfi in all enterprises 
against his uncle, and amiiret such places as refused 
to acknowledge him ^s ling; and Den Juaff de Bon-* 
avides, who comman^dnit Lorca, even^made inroads 







